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PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION. 



There lunre been many hiitoriet of the B«ttk cf 
lifriiigton and of the Bettle of Concord, some of 
them eicellent to the extent of that part of the con- 
test to which they were devoted. From time to time 
gifted orators have gone to the one town or to the 
other, and eloquently portrayed the heroic deeds of 
men within that town on the opening day of the 
Americtn Revolution. No fault should be found 
with any of those, designed as a healthy stimulus 
to local pride» and to foster sentiments of national 
patriotism. 

But the student in American local history needs 
a more extensive view of the operations of that day. 
He needs to be better informed as to the various 
•Genes of carnage that were waged along all of those 
nearly twenty miles of highway. Men were slain in 
Lexington and in Concord; but there were many 
others slain in Lincoln, in Arlington, in Cambridge, 
and in Somerville. Nor should we forget the young- 
est martyr of the day, but fourteen years of age» who 
fell in Charles town. 

For the purpose, then, of presenting to such as 
may be interested, I have assembled here the most 
comprehensive account that has ever been offered, 
and one that aims to be a history of the entire day. 
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PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION. 



There have been many histories of the Battle of 
Lexington and of the Battle of Concord, icme of 
them excellent to the extent of that part of the con- 
test to which they were devoted. From time to time 
gifted orators have gone to the one town or to the 
other, and eloquently portrayed tic heroic deeds of 
men within that town on the opening day of the 
American Revolution. No fault should be found 
with any of those, designed as a healthy stimulus 
to local pride, and to foster sentimcnu of national 
patriotism. 

But the student in American local history needs 
a more extensive view of the operauons of that dav 
He needs to be better informed ai to the various 
scenes of carnage that were waged along aU of those 
nearly twenty miles of h.ghwaj. Men were slain in 
T • 'gton and m Concord; hot then. 

*' "Softie entire 
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I have endeavored to make it not only complete 
and interesting, but just and reliable, recognizing 
{iiUy the rights of my own ancestors to rebel, and 
also recognizing the rights of the mother country 
to prevent such rebdlion— even by an appeal to 
aniw. Since those dayt we have grown to be a 
mother country ourselves, and have had reason, on 
moie than one occasion, to eieiciae that aco^>ted 
right ol parental controL 

This narrative it baaed vpon irfkial reports, sworn 
atatementt, diaries, letters, and narratives ol partici- 
pants and witnesses; upon accounts of local histo- 
rians and national orators; and, in a few cases, npon 
tradition, if such seemed authentic and trustworthy* 

But I am lorry to say that in more than one in- 
stance, I have found even the sworn statements at 
variance with each other. I am satisfied that the 
authors did not intend to mislead in any Way, but 
simply tried to tell to others what appeared to them. 
Their mental excitement naturally added a little ol 
that vivid coloring noticeable in most war narra- 
tives of a personal nature. My work has been to 
harmonize and simplify these, and to extract simply 
the truth. 

In 1775 the greater part of the present town of 
Arlington was a part of Cambridge, and known as 
the Menotomy Prednct. Later it was incorporated 
as a separate town and called West Cambridge. 
Later still its name was changed to Arlington. 
Somerviile, in that year, was a part of Charlestpwn. 
What remained of Charlestown eventually became 
a part of Boston, though still retaining its ancient 



name. In writing of the events that happened 
within the boundaries of each, I shall spealL of them 
as of Ariington, of SomenriUe, and of Charksfown. 

I am glad to add that the Uttemess and hatred, 
so much in e^dence on that lon^^go battle daj, 
no longer exist between the children of the great 
British Nation. 

FnAMK WautBir CoBimN. 

Lnnioroii, Mam., April 19^ 191s. 



Digitized by Google 



PREFACE TO THIS EDITION. 



The first edition of this bod^ wet publtshed in 
1911. In due time eidi eopjr found its new owner, 
and mtny tnlMeqnent caUt oo«ild not be UvotMf 
antwered. For tliat leaaon it hat been tlionght 
best to prepare a new edition. The opportunity 
will allow of a few minor correctiona and teveral 
important additions. 

Among the latter is a Muster Roll of the leventf- 
•even men ol Captain John Parker's Lexington Com- 
pany, who responded to the first alarm in the early 
honrt ol that April morning, and formed in battle 
line on Lenngton Common. Four hundred soldiers 
of the King were enough to win the struggle which 
followed, and Captain Parker withdrew his remain- 
ing force of seventy from the field, leaving seven 
slain, who were the first of the American Revolution. 

Naturally, Lexington is proud to own that sacred 
spot. It is my wish and hope, and the wish and hope 
of those who are associated with me in this work, 
that its pride may take a real and tangible form, in 
the shape of an enduring tablet naming those seven 
who voluntarily made that supreme sacrifice, and 
those seventy who stood with them equally as brave 
and willing. 

Pilgrims numbering thousands yearly come here 
to stand upon the exact spot where they stood, and 
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now must depart without even knowing the names 
of those whose memory they would delight to honor. 

For one hundred and forty-five years those names 
were never assembled in one Roll. It was my pleas- 
ure to gather them, and their first appearance in 
such was in The Boston Daily Glohe of April 19, 1920. 
There were seventy-five in that first list. The acci- 
dental omission of one name called for the corrected 
list, which appeared in The Boston Sunday Globe of 
May 9 following. One more name was subsequently 
found, making the seventy-seven, and this Roll as 
completed was first printed in a little book of mine, 
"The Battle on Lexington Q>mmon," published in 
March, 192 1. 

The very limited edition of that work is my excuse 
for reprinting the Roll here. 

Of equal importanee are tbe names ol thoee wbo^ 
a little later In the day, were the first to march 
against die King's soldieis at Concord North Bridge. 
I cannot give them all, but have fonnd those of tiro 
companies from Concord; one irom Acton; two 
from Bedford; and one hoot Lincoln. 

During the day neariy 3»8oo Americans, enrolled 
in seventy-four companies, the contrilratioQS of 
twenty-four towns, assembled somewhere along Bat- 
tle Road, and assisted in driving the British back to 
Boston. Itt a sjpedal edition of the first issue of this 
work I enumerated those of sIzQr-eight companies, 
numbering'over 3,600 men. That work is now out 
of print, but may be found in some public libraries. 

There are quite a few new illustrations in this 
edition, most of them of real use to the reader, but 
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•ome only relatively so, at those of the old hornet of 
the men who were defending them on that day. 

My thanks are due and gratefully given to the 
Lexington Historical Society, the publisher of the 
present edition; to its President, Edwin B. Worthen; 
to members of its Publishing Committee, Mist 
Marian P. Kirkland and Mr. HoUis Webster; and 
to Mr. J. Henry Duffy, a member. Their advice 
and practical assistance have been of material value 
to me. Nor should I forget those readers of the first 
edition who were interested enough to forward to 
me their kindly criticisms and helpful suggestions. 
All were gratefully received and many woven into 
thit narrative. 

Fjlamk Waulbh Coburn. 
Lkximctoh, Mass., Nov. 29, 1921. 
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In Parliament. 

The Treaty of Peace signed at Paris, Feb. lo^ 

1763, terminated the prolonged struggle between 
England and France for supremacy in the New 
World. For seven long years it had lasted, and its 
cost had been treasure and blood. Justly proud 
were the British Cobnies of the martial success of 
their mother country, a goodly part of which they, 
themselves, had valorously won. 

During the war, and at its close, England had 
been generous in remitting to the Colonial Treas- 
uries large sums in partial liquidation of the war 
expenses advanced by them, but subsequently it 
was esteemed wise, by a majority of her statesmen, 
to gradually replace such sums in the royal coffers 
by a system of colonial taxation very similar to 
modern methods of raising war revenues. In the 
abstract this fact was not particularly disagreeable 
to the colonists, for the necessity was admitted, but 
the arbitrary method of levying those taxes was 
bitterly contested. 

England's Parliament claimed the right to tax the 
distant Colonies even as it taxed the neighboring 
Boroughs, and as a commencement of its financial 
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plan enacted a Stamp Act, to called, to take effect 
Nov. I, 1765, limilar in mtent and working to the 
modern revenue stamp of our government. These 
ttampa were to be pordiased of the Crown's officers 
and affiled to certain articles off merchandise, and in 
denominations according to a schedule off taiable 
value. 

The opposition to this act was immediate, con- 
tinuous, and bitter in the extreme, and the result 
was that it was repealed March i8, 1766. 

The next move on the part of the Mother G>untr3r 
was the passage of a Military Act which provided 
for the partial subsistence ci armed troops on the 
Colonies. Violent opposition to this was also im- 
mediate and general, but without avaiL In Boston 
one result was a conflict between the troops and the 
inhabiunts on March 5, 1770, and which is now 
referred to as the Boston Massacre. 

In June, 1767, another act taxing tea and other 
commcxJities was passed, which was repealed April 
12, 1770, on all articles except the tea. Large con- 
signments were sent to America. Ships thus laden 
that arrived in New York were sent back with their 
full cargoes. At Charlestown the tea was landed 
but remained unsold. At Boston a party disguised 
as Indians threw it from the ship into the sea.* Par- 
liament in consequence passed the Boston Port Bill 
March 7, 1774, closing Boston as a commercial port, 
and removing the Custom House to Salem in another 

> In ■ little ceneteiy at Wett Fairlee, Vt., U • memorul ttooc which reads 
''Wm.Coi.dMdJuljrsr.iSjS.AfcdSS. He helped ttMptlM tea ia tin Atlaatk." 
Bh ■>■< t u rn » km Urn wto a toi fcy thiwh ib mt m wih i h imn. 
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harbor a dooea milei or moie northward up the 

coast. 

This act went into effect June i, 1774, and was 
immediately felt by all classes, for all commerce 
ceased. Boston merchants became poor, and Boston 
poor became beggars. The hand of relief, however, 
was extended, even from beyond the sea. The city 
of London in its corporate capacity subscribed 
£30,000.* In America the assistance was liberal and 
speedy. George Washington headed a subscription 
paper with £50.* 

These severe measures of Parliament, with their 
natural effect of ruin and starvation among the 
people of America, served to stimulate a feeling of 
insubordination and of hatred of the Mother Coun- 
try, from which crystallized the First Continental 
Congress, which assembled at Philadelphia Sept. 5, 
1774, ^ followed by the First Provincial 

Congress of Massachusetts, which met at Salem on 
October 7 of the same year. 

On the question of ootootal government Great 
Britain and her American Gok)oies were not divided 
by the Atlantic Ocean, for on the American lide the 
Crown had its ardent supporters, while on the other 
tide friendi ol the American canae were almoet at 
numeroiw at were the opprettort. We have teen 
how the great dtjr of London contributed liberally 
to the Bottoniant, thut off from the world by the 
Port Bill, and on the floor of Parliament many 
gifted oratort espoused the American cause. 

B LoMiaf'sHktafjrof tlMUBiMd8latn,pa«c8j& 
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With prophetic doqnenoe the Lord Mayor, Mr. 
Wilkesy ezcUimed:— 

TUs I kacnr, « tneeeiifal fMbtaiice b • levoiotioii, aot a 
rebdlioa. . . . Who can tell, sir, whether m eooteqnence of tUl 

day** violent and mad Address to his Majesty, die fcabbard may 
not be thrown away by them as well as by utP . . . But I hope 
the just vengeance of the people will overtake the authors of these 
scilk aod the low of the fim pffovinee of die caipift 
be speedily followed bjr the loss of the beads of ihoee B^iiklin 

Lord Chatham, in his motioa to withdraw the 
troops from Boston, said: — 

As an American I would recognize to England her supreme 
ri^t of regoktrng coomiefee end navigetioii: at en Fnglishman 

bf birth and principle I reoognne to the Americans their supreae 
unalienable right in their property; a right in iriliidl thqr 
justified in the defence of to tlw last extKnity.* 

The Corporation of the City of London passed 
a vote of thanks to Chatham, and to those who 
supported him for having offered to the House 
of Lords a plan to conciliate the differences with 
America.* 

When Lord North's unfriendly prof>osition for 
conciliating America was introduced, it naturally 
found an advocate in the loyal and courtly General 
Burgoyne, — courtly but courageous; loyal ever to 
his King but not blind to the merits of the claims 
of the Colonists. While modestly pledging his 

* HaoMrd'i Parllaroratarjr HUtorr, VoL XVIII, cola. 2}S, 140^ 
a Haaaard's ParliamenUnr Hittotf, VoL XVIII, ooL 154. 
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loyalty to the Crown he could not rekmA from 
adding:-— 

Tlien b ft dumn b dw f«f7 iftadexnist aad dntmi of 
tliftt jftfuniit Ml Kittft1itfmTi*t ftaser*^ 

In the debate on the bill for restraining the trade 
and comneroe of the Engluh Colonies, Lofd Camden 
atked: — 

What aie the lo^ooo men yoo have just voted out to Bottoa? 
MMy to Mve Geoeial Gage fnmi the diignee and dcmcte 
being tacfc^ in his entrenduncntt. It m obvioiu, nqr Lords, that 

yon cannot furnish armies or treasure, competent to the mighty 
purpose of subduing America. ... It is impossible that this 
petty island can continue in dependence that mighty continent.' 

Continuing, he drew a picture of American union 
and American courage that in the end would prevail. 
The Earl of Sandwich replied: — 

Suppose the colonists do abound in men, what does that signify? 
They are raw, undisciplined, cowardly men. I wish instead of 
40 or 50^000 of these brave leUowt, they would produce in the 
fidd at lettt floo^ooo, the more the better, the easier would bn 
thecenqnett; if they did not ran away, they would itarvetiheBi- 
•dvet into conipliincie with our meaeuiee.* 

And the bill was passed. . 

One hat but to read the stirring debates of that 
memorable year in Parliament — over the petitions 
for rediem of grievances from America; over the peti- 
tions for reconciliation f |om the merchants of Bristol 

1 Huurd'a ParlUme^tary Hutory. VoL XVIII, coL $$$. 

• HaoMrd't ParlUmentary Hittorr, VoL XVIII. colt. 44s, 44]. 

• HaoMfd's Parliuaeauur HMtorjr. VoL XVIII. coL 44& 
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and of London; over the resolutions oflFered by its 
own members; and over the addresses to them by 
their King — to realize that the great question of 
American rights had almost as many, and surely at 
eloquent, advocates there as here. 

Tbb Provincial Concuss. 

As we have seen, the First Contmeatal Cbogfets 
assembled at Philadelphia Sept. 5, 1774. They met 
in Carpenter^s HaU. The First Provincial Congress 
of Massachusetts met at Salem on October 7, follow- 
ing. J<^ Hancock was chosen president. In its 
first set of resolutions it announced ''the necessity 
of its most vigorous and immediate exertions for 
preserving the freedom and constitution" ol the 
Province. 

The Royal Governor, Gen. Thomas Gage, had 
issued his writs the first day ol September, calling 
upon the inhabitants to return representatives to 
the Great and General Court to be convened at 
Salem on the 5th of October. In the meantime, 
becoming alarmed at the tumulu and disorders, the 
extraordinary resolves passed by some of the coun- 
ties, the instructions given by Boston and some other 
towns to their representatives, and the general un- 
happy condition of the Province, he determined, that 
the time was not auspicious for such a gathering, 
and accordingly issued a proclamation counter- 
manding the call. However, ninety representatives 
met on that day, waited loyally for the Governor, 
and when he failed to appear adjourned to the next 
day, October 6^ and met as a convention, choosing 
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Jchn Hancock chairman. Not much in the way of 
business was accomplished on that day, and they 
adjourned again, until the next, October 7, when they 
met and declared themselves to be a Provincial 
Congress, and chose John Hancock permanent 
chairman. 

Thus the First Provincial Congress was, strictly 
speaking, a self-constituted body, with not even the 
sanction of a popular vote. Yet they felt secure in 
a popular support. They could not pass laws, but 
they could resolve, advise, and recommend, and 
such acts were generally heeded by a majority of 
their fellow citizens.* 

The military organization of the Province was 
equally without effective power, as they recognized 
no real commanding ofRcer of higher rank than 
colonel. It is true that the Congress had nomi- 
nated three general officers, but their real powers 
to command were feeble. The minute men and 
militia were enrolled by thousands, but they were 
poorly equipped, without uniforms, and without 
discipline. They marched to Battle Road in com- 
pany formation, but upon arrival, or very soon after, 
manoeuvred and fought as individuals simply. 

The Second Provincial Congress, more nearly an 
elective body than the first, realized their own lack 
of authority over the people and particularly over 
the military branch of their constituents. They 

* Sctthck"adTk«'*toogMUblct«adtot4uiooacctonOct.l4,l774,aottopa7 
■MMMft coOBCt^d tlwBi tftc tofti liVMitfCT of ifcc VitftluiM, Hoo. Huitm 

Gray (Journali of Each Provincial ConsrcM of MaMachiMctU, pa^e 19), and their 
"rccommcndatioQ" to town*, October at, to direct tbdr ooMtabIc* «ad tu eot- 
lMiowiop»y>Bdi » PBi | F i t>iihdr«ppg h twM l lM riw QMMtd,B«i]rQiidMr 



Digitized by Google 



8 



THB BATTLB OF APftIL I9, I775. 



wrote to the Continental Congress it Pliiladelphia, 
under date of May 177$, stating tliat they were 
compelled to raise an army; of their triumph at 
having one consisting of thdr own countijrmen; but 
they admitted a Uck of dvil power to jnovide for 
and control it. And they aslnd for advice Inmi the 
greater Congress, which repr esented all the Colonies^ 
as to the taking up and eaerdsing of the necessaiy 
powers of a avil government.' 

Let us, then, as we go forward with this narrative, 
bear these facts in mind, that we may not, in this 
very first day of a new nation's strog^ for liberty, 
expect too much from those who had the wisdom, 
the strength, the courage and the skill, but greatly 
lacked the first elements of a civil government or a 
military force, ^ discipline and efficiency. 

The First Fkovindal Congress next met in Coih 
cord Oct. II, 1774. Hancock was chosen president, 
an office higher than permanent chairman. Several 
following days were devoted to public business. 
From there they addressed a communication to 
General Gage, wherein they expressed the appre- 
hensions excited in their minds by the rigorous 
execution of the Port Bill; by the alteration of the 
Charter; by the administration of justice in the 
Colony; by the number of troops in the capital 
(Boston); and particularly by the formidable and 
hostile preparations on Boston Neck. And they 
asked, rather pointedly, "whether an inattentive 
and unconcerned acquiescence in such alarming, 
and menacing measures would not evidence a state 
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of insanity?" They entreated him to reduce the 
fortress at the entrance to Boston, and concluded 
by assuring His Excellency that they had not the 
least intention of doing any harm to His Majesty's 
troops.^ 

Four days later, October 17, sitting at Cambridge, 
they received his reply. It was altogether lacking 
in satisfaction. He answered them, as to the forti- 
fication on Boston Neck, that "unless annoyed" it 
would "annoy nobody." And the rest of bis com- 
munication was equally unassuring. 

On October 19 a committee was appointed to 
inquire into the then present state and operations 
of the British Army,' and on October 20 another 
committee, to report on what was necessary to be 
done for the safety and defence of the Province.* 

Matters were crystallizing very fast, for on Oc- 
tober 24 a committee was appointed to consider and 
report on the most proper time for the Province to 
provide a stock of powder, ordnance, and ordnance 
stores. That same afternoon one of the members, 
Mr. Bliss, was ordered to wait upon the committee 
to ascertain their reply. They quickly responded 
that their opinion was that "notf" was the proper 
time to procure such a stock.* Another committee 
was at once appointed to take into consideration 
and determine the quantity and expense thereof.* 

On the afternoon of the following day, October 
25, the schedule was presented to the Congress, and 

* Joviaab «l Eidk I^rowincial CoopcM «f MuMchatnta, p«f« iS^ 

* JwBili at E>efc I V oifi adt l Ooagnm ef Mu M ct — pt$ **• 

* JourBftb of Each Provincial Congrctt of Mauachutetti, page 33. 

* Joofub ol Eack Praviockl CoopvM of MaaaachaMtta, p<a(c 19^ 
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one of its items called for 1,000 barrels of powder, 
and the proposed expense was £10,737. Items were 
added by the Congress to increase the amount to 
£20,837. It was likewise ordered "that all the 
matters which shall come under consideration before 
this Congress be kept secret."* 

On October 26 it was resolved that a Committee 
of Safety should be appointed, whose business it 
should be ''most carefully and diligently to inspect 
and observe all and every such person and persons 
as shall at any time, attempt or enterprise the 
destruction, invasion, detriment or annoyance of 
this province." And they ihould have the power 
to alarm, muster and cavte to be anembled iKth 
the ntnMMt cipeditioDy and completely armed lor 
the defenoe, tnch ol the militia at they shall deem 
neceeaary lor iti defence.* And it was abo ictoived 
that at the tecnriQr ol the fivet, libertiet, and prop- 
ertiet of thete inhabitantt depended on thdr tldll 
in the militaiy art and in their being properly and 
effectivdy armedf it wit therefore recommended 
that they immediately provide themtdvet with 
thoie quafificatioot.' 

On October 17 Coogrett appointed a Committee 
ol Safety, cotititting of nine membert, three from 
Boston and tiz from the country, John Hancockt 
chairman, and also a Commissary, or Committee 
ol Supplies, consisting of five members.^ At a sub- 
sequent meeting on the same day, Jedidiah Preble 



1 
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was elected to be chief in comnuuid} and Artemu 
Ward, second.^ 

On October 29 a vote wtt pasted recommending 
tbat the inhabitantB perfect themaelvei in the mili- 
taiy art.' On that tame day a committee was 
appointed to wait upon His Excellency the Governor 
to eipresa their surprise at his active warlike prepara- 
tions, and to announce that their constituents would 
not expect them to be guided by his advice.' But 
before the conclusion of this session another resolu- 
tion was passed to the effect that the lives and 
liberties of the inhabitants depended upon their 
knowledge and skill in the military art.^ 

The First Provincial Congress was dissolved Dec. 
10, 1774, every session of its deliberations having 
been devoted to the civil rights and liberties of the 
people over which it had presided. 

The Second Provincial Congress was convened in 
Concord Feb. i, 1775. One of its earliest acts, 
February 9, was to appoint Hon. Jedidiah Preble, 
Hon. Artemas Ward, Col. Seth Pomeroy, Col. John 
Thomas, and Col. William Heath general officers.' 
The same day, in an address to the inhabitants of 
the Massachusetts Bay, they said, "Though we 
deprecate a rupture with the Mother State, yet we 
must urge you to every preparation for your neces- 
sary defence."* 

Nor were the Indians neglected in these strong 

> Jmmabcf fiadiPMvlacialCoiifmtclMMuchaaett*, patte 35. 

> Joofuli of Eici P rturi a c h l Coogmt ol MaandioMtu, page 4i> 

* Joumab of Each ProviacUl Congreii of MaMachutettt, pige 45. 

* Journala of Each Provincial Coogreaa of Mauachuaetu, pafc 48. 
■ Journab of Each Provincial Coofren of Manachuwtta, page 9a 

* Jovmb of Eiwh PnnrincMl CoagrMt of llawcfcawttt, p«gt 91. 
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appeals to the patnotitm of the inhabitants of the 
Massachusetts Bay, for under date of April i, I775f 
an address was issued to Johoiakin Mothktin and 

the rest of the Indians of Stockbridge, ezpresaing 
great pleasure that they were "willing to take up 
the hatchet," and announcing that Colonel Paterson 
and Captain Goodridge should present each that 
had enlisted a blanket and a ribbon. A committee 
was also appointed to addrcM the chief of the 
Mohawks.^ 

The Committee of Safety met for the first time 
at the house of Captain Stedman, in Cambridge, 
Wednesday, Nov. 2, 1774, and organized, as we 
have stated, with John Hancock, chairman. John 
Pigeon was chosen clerk. Their first vote after 
organization was a recommendation to the Com- 
mittee of Supplies to procure as soon as may be, 335 
barrels of pork, 700 barrels of flour, 20 tierces of rice, 
300 bushels of peas, and that these be distributed in 
Worcester and Concord. On November 8, follow- 
ing, in joint meeting with the Committee on Sup- 
plies, the latter was advised to procure all of the 
arms and ammunition possible from the neighboring 
Provinces, and that they might with safety engage 
to pay for the same OH arrivaL 

At subsequent meetiiigt varioiia militarjr ttoret 
were liberally provided. With a unanimooa vote 
on Fd>. 21, 1775, by both oonunitteet in joint tet> 
tion» it was decided that the Committee ol Supplies 
should purchase all kinds of military stores sufficient 
for an army of iSiOOO men.* It did not then seem 
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to them as if a peaceful solution of the estrangement 
were longer possible. 

The last meeting of the Provincial Congress, 
before the battle, was held in Concord April 15, and 
when it adjourned it was until May 10. But, con- 
sidering "the great uncertainty of the present times,** 
it was provided, however, that a call might issue 
for an earlier assembling. Only two days elapsed 
before apprehensions of immediate danger arose, 
which grew so intense that Richard Devens, on 
the 1 8th, issued a summons for immediate assem- 
bling at Concord. Although it was circulated 
with the greatest despatch, many of the members 
could not have learned of it before the marching 
of the British troops on that same night from 
Boston Common. 

The meeting was finally assembled on April 22, 
and quickly adjourned to Watertown, evidently to 
be in closer touch with the thrilling events that had 
so dramatically opened.^ 

BRmsH Forces in Boston. 

Gen. Thomas Gage, commander of the British 
forces in America, and successor tA. Thomas Hutchin- 
son as Governor of the Massachusetts Bay, landed in 
Boston May 13 » 1774. Inspired by a hope that his 
administration might soften the feeling of resentment 
against the Mother Country by annulling some of 
its causes, his reception on the 17th was dignified 
and cordial. He was greeted with cheers by the 
multitude, the firing of salutes in his honor, and a 

> Jo— h «l Eacfc ftwrlichi Ownww BUfMMilMHWb PNn> 147. 
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hvith luuiqiiet m Fanevil HaU.* A lew weeki be- 
fore he had enured hit Klsg that the Ameriouis 
''will be lions while we ere lembs; but if we take 
the Rflolute part they will prove very weak."* 

Hit military loroe then in Boston was ktt than 
4^000 meuy' aiid contitted of the 4th, or King't Own; 
5th; loth; 17th; three oompaniet of the l8th; 2ad; 
asd; 38th; 43d; 44th; 47th; sad; 59th; 63d; 64th; 
tix or eight companiet of artillery; and six or eight 
companiea of marinet, numbering 460^ vnder Major 
Pitcairn.* 

Major General Heath is the authority for the 
ttatement that the Provincial Congrett appointed 
a committee to make inquiry into the ttate of oper- 
ation of the Britith Army in Boston, and on the 20th 
cxf March they reported that there were about 2,850 
men distributed as follows: Boston Common, about 
1,700; Fort Hill, 400; Boston Neck, 340; in bar- 
racks at the Castle, about 330; King Street, 80; 
that they were erecting works at Boston Neck on 
both tides of the way, well constructed and well 

> FvO^U^fbaani Km of the Repnblk ot the United Sutet. page 33& 

• F^fiitl^tiirt aiw o< dw Rqwblk el tkt U«it»d Statw, pt* SiS. 

• Heh k Mfotfal Hktory d IBenem, Vol HI, pef 7» 

• Thti lilt I make np from • document from amODg the Swett papers, and an 
artkk ki the AtUatk hlMthly, April, 1877, tatitbd A British Oficcr ia Boatoa 

M foOow*: — 

"Fovrth or Kiiif'* Owa. red faced with vhiu; 5th, Lord Pcrqr, red feoed with 
Ums iMi.Mifan«««bpMiM mk,I4litDM«BaM.r«lfac^«likydbv| 

S2d,Gea. Gage, red faced with white; ajd. Gen. Howe, red faced with bloe; jBth, 
Gca. Pigct, red faced with reUow; 4Srd, red faced with Ufht buff; 44th, red 
fiead with yiBnrs fiend wUk whlMs ttAt nBnd ikn Pnnmiowib ind 

faced with crimaoo; 6)d, red faced with rdlow; 64th, red iMid witk bhcfct 
uiiUery, blue faced with red; hiariacs, red faced with white." 
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eiecated. The works woe in lorwaidnets and 
mounted with ten briM and two iron cannon* The 
old fortification at the entrance of the town was 
replaced and rendered much stronger by the addi- 
tion ol timber and earth to the parapet, and ten 
pieces of iron cannon were mounted on the old 
platlbirm. A block house had been brought from 
Governor's Island and was being erected on the 
south side of the Neck.^ 

But a short time was required to show that in 
every political question General Gage was loyal to 
his King. Accordingly throughout the Province, 
the press, the pulpit, the expression of opinion in 
public meetings, while professing loyalty to the 
King personally, were extremely bitter against hit 
representative in command. 

Conventions were held in the various counties of 
the Province, the earliest one being in Berkshire 
County July 6, 1774, followed by the one in Worces-- 
ter County August 9. Resolutions were passed at 
each, professing loyalty to the King, but remon- 
strating strongly against Parliament. It was left for 
the Middlesex County Convention, August 30, to 
pass resolutions that rang throughout the Province. 
While also professing loyalty to the King their final 
sentence was — 

No danger shall affright, no difficulties intimidate u«; and if 
in support of our rights we are called to encounter even death, 
we are yet undaunted, sensible that he can never die too soon, 
who kys down hit life b rapport of the laws and liberty of his 
couatiy* 

« Hsatfc's hUmoin, written by Miasilff Boston. ITSS. Fagoii. 
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These resolutions were passed by a vote of 146 
yeas against 4 nays.^ 

Although the town of Boston itself was the head- 
quarters of General Gage, and bis soldiers were 
parading in its streets, and encamping on its Com- 
mon, the patriots had by no means deserted it. 
There were several secret societies who made it their 
lyattiieM to witdi for and report Iwtttte novemeiiti 
and plant. Tlieie the '^North End Gancnt,^ 
the "South End Canciit," the ''Middle District 
Oracnty" and the "Long Room Qub," all of which 
owed allegiance to the "Sona of Liberty,** a body 
which acted in the capacity of a higher council, and 
which kept itself in dose communtcatioa with sbn> 
Her ofganizatioos outside of this Ptomce. Mem- 
bers of these ▼arious bodies paraded the streets 
nightly, that any sudden or unusual movement of 
the army mt^t be at once reported« Paul Revere 
behmged to one or more of these, and was active in 
patriotic work. 

Nor was General Gage idle in aoQttirmg mforma* 
tion about the Piovindal Army being assembled 
and the topographical features of the country 
around Boston. His troops were especially trained 
by marches over the highways in the vicinity,* and 
his spies brought him maps and repents from the 
scenes of his possible future operations. The two 

I JomnA el Eack Pwwrbciai Cmym «l rtwim. pin 1 14- 

* Rev. Mr. Gordon of Roxbory wrote t rnj interMring accoaat of the com- 
otOKcmcat of hostUitiet, which wu pabli»bed in the North Axnrricao AJmaaack 
far Mtjt> He tpeaki ot oa« of their pnetk* Burchct, oo March 30, when aboat 
1,100 men m*rchcd to J»tn«ici Plain, by w»y of Dorchcater, and back tn Botton, 
about five milca. On tht* particular march the aoldkra amaaed themidvea by 
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who acted for him in this secret service were Cap- 
tain Brown of the 52d Regiment, and Ensign D*Bcr- 
nicre of the loth Regiment. They were disguised 
in "brown clothes" with "reddish handkerchiefs*' 
tied about their necks, and were accompanied by a 
servant. All three were well armed. 

General Gage's instructions to them, under date 
of Feb. 22, 1775, called for description of the roads, 
rivers, and hills; available places for encampments; 
whether or not the churches and churchyards were 
advantageous spots to take post in and capable of 
being made defensible. They were also told that 
information Would be useful in reference to the 
provisions, forage, etc., which could be obtained at 
the several places they should pass through. 

Their first trip was to Worcester, in the latter 
part of February, and their next one to Concord, 
lor wbkh place they set out. on March 20, passing 
through Roxbuiy, Broddiiiey and Wcstoiit where 
thejr ttopped at the Jones Tavern. Then they pro- 
ceeded through Sudbury, crossed over the South 
Bridge into Concord village, where thejr were enter* 
tained by a Mr. Bliss, a friend of the royal govern- 
ment. 

Wherever they went their mission was known in 
spite of their disguises. They succeeded, however, 
in bringing back to General Gage a very tolerable 
description ol the country, and so fuUllled their 
mission. In Concord, especially, they located many 
of the provincial military stores, — infermatioii 
particuhriy useful to the invading force on April 19. 

Having thus possessed himself of sufficient data. 
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General Gage then laid his plans for a midnight 
march to Lexington and Concord, with the view, 
possibly, of capturing Hancock and Adams, who 
were known to be at the former place, and especially 
of destro)ring all the warlike supplies that had been 
gathered at Concord. 

On April 15 the grenadiers and light infantry had 
been relieved from duty, with the excuse that they 
were to learn a new exercise. That night, about 
12 o'clock, boats belonging to the transports which 
had been hauled up for repairs were launched and 
moored under the sterns of the men-of-war.* The 
** Somerset " was anchored near the Charlestown 
Ferry.* These movements awakened the suspicions 
of Dr. Warren, who lost no time in notifying Han- 
cock and Adams, then at Lexington. On the after- 
noon of April 18 he learned from several sources 
that the British were about to move. A gunsmith 
named Jasper learned as much from a British ser- 
geant, and lost no time in informing Colonel Waters 
of the Committee of Safety, who in turn gave the 
newt to Warren.* John Ballard, connected with 
the stable in Milk Street, overheard some one in the 
Phyvince Hoi|iie remark that there would **ht hdl 
to pay to-morrow,'* a remark so foil of stgntficanoe 
that he reported it to a liiettd of liberty in Ann 
Street, thought to have been William Dawes, who 
in tnm reported it to Paul Revere.' 

That night General Gage despatched ten or more 
seigeants, partially disguised, along the highways in 

t Frothiatfaun't Siege oi BottoOt pac* sfi, 
• HolUiMl.pitM7»a 
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Cambridge and beyond, toward Q)ncord. They were 
instructed to intercept any passersby, and so prevent 
his intended movement from becoming known. A 
party of his officers dined at Wetherby's Tavern* in 
Menotomy (now Arlington), where also met that 
day the Committee of Safety and Committee of 
Supplies, some of whom — Mr. Gerry, Colonel Ome, 
and Colonel hoc — remained to pass the night.' 

Solomon Bfown of Lexington, a young man nine- 
teen yean old, was the first to report in that town 
the unutual occurrence of to many offioen along the 
highways in the night, and it was surmised there 
that the capture of Hancock and Adams was in> 
tended. Brown was returning home from Boston 
when they passed him on the road. Somehow gam- 
ing the front again he rode rapidly into Leiingtoa 
village and reported what he had seen. Sergeant 
Munroe and eight men were sent to guard the par* 
sonage where the patriot statesmen were stopping, 
and Solomon Brown, Jonathan Loring, and Elijah 
Sanderson, aU members of Captain Parker's Com- 
pany of Minute Men, were despatched to watch the 
officers after they had passed through Lexington 
toward Concord. They followed them on horseback 
Into Lincoln, about two and a half miles from Lex- 
ington village, where they were ambushed by the 
ones they were following and taken prisoners. It 
was then about 10 o'clock in the evening of April 18. 
They were detained until Revere was also captured 
at the same place a few hours later, early in the 
morning of the 19th. 

* Knows abo ai the Black HontlteMfm 
> FrothnfkuB, to. 
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Thb British stait roK LxziiioToir and Goncobd. 

The gienadlen and light taUntryf under command 
of Lient. CoL Frandt Smith ol the loth Regiment, 
augmented fay a detachment ol marinea under Maj. 
John FStcainiy amembled at the foot of Boaton Conn 
mon on the evening of April i8» and at about half 
past 10 o'clock embarked lor Lechmere Pdnt, or, as 
it was often called at that time» Phip't Farm, in East 
Cambridge. They numbered about 800 men.* 

The ^fbot of the Common,** was not far from the 
present comer of Bojrlston and Charles streets, and 
just there was the shore line of the Back Bay, a 
large body d water opening out into the Charles 
River.. Since then the bay has been filled m, and is 
now an attractive reiidential district bearing still 
its andent aquatic name, however* 

Hie transportation was by means of the rowboats 
connected with the British men-of-war and trans- 
ports, and was- thus necessarily skyw, and undoubt- 
edly required several trips. It seems probable that 
their course was westerly a little way, along the 
present Boylston Street, then nottherly along the 
present Arlington Street, into the Charles River and 
across to Lechmere Point, a distance of about a 
mile and a quarter. 

They landed in the manhes nearly opposite the 
Court House on Second Street, for East Cambridge 
also was much smaller then than now. The water 
was too shallow to allow the heavily loaded boats to 
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reach dry land, so the troops waded knee deep to 
the shore. There they were halted in a "dirty 
fOMdf* M one of the British officers present termed 
it,' and detained still longer, that each might receive 
a day^s itttkms and thirty-six lomidt d ammiinitkMi. 

Tarn MssssNGus or Alaam. 

Th« invading army salely acrasa the Chailet 
River was now reatty on its way» but with all iu 
precautions for secrecy, its copiiiig was even at that 
moment being heralded in every direction. The 
ever-vigilant Sons of Liberty had noticed the un^ 
usual movements of the troops after dark, and so 
informed Dr. Warren. He quickly summoned Wil- 
liam Dawes and Paul Revere. Dawes arriving first 
was the first to start, and his route to Lexington 
was through Roxbury. So to him belongs the credit 
of bong the first messenger out of Boston bearing 
the alarm of the British invasion. Paul Revere 
came soon after, and was carried over the Charles 
River considerably farther down than the British 
soldiers were crossing, and landed in Charlestown. 
His route to Lexington was much shorter than the 
one through Roxbury. 

Dr. Warren had arranged with these two men for 
this especial work, and so they were ready. Dawes 
had left home that afternoon, not even confiding to 
his wife his intention. Immediately after the em- 
barkation he was ready and on his way. He man- 
aged to elude the guard at Boston Neck by passing 
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oat with some soldiers. His ride was then through 
Roxbury, Brookline, Brighton, over the Qiarlet 
Rhrer by bridge into Cambridge, at Harvard Square, 
and thenoe dtrectly on to Lexington. So modi 
longer wit hb loute than Revefe'i that he did not 
teach there until half an hoar later than Revere did, 
and then found that Hancock and Adams had been 
ahumed. The work of WiUiam Dawet wat efficieiit 
over the roate he traveled. In Lexington Revere 
waited for Dawet, and. from there onwaidt toward 
Conoord they traveled together. It it to be r^ 
gretted that a more detailed account of the tide of 
Wilfiam Dawet cannot be given, but momentary 
flathet of light reveal hit coutte and hit work. Re* 
vere left a narrative of hit tide, and hittoriant have 
fallen mto the error of tuppoting him to be the only 
metsenger with the warlike tidmgt. At we progrett 
with thit narrative we thaU turmite that William 
Dawes and Paul Revere were but two out of many, 
for the exciting news radiated in every direction, 
and could only have been borne by lidert equally at 
patriotic and fleet as thoae two. 

The previous Sunday evening Paul Revere had 
been out to Lexington for a conference with Han- 
cock and Adams, and on his return that same night 
to Qiarlestown he had agreed with Colonel Conant 
and some others to display lanterns in the North 
Church steeple if the troops should march, — one 
lantern if they went by land, which meant out over 
Boston Neck, through Roxbury, Brookline, and 
Brighton, into Harvard Square, Cambridge, and 
two if they crossed the Charlet River in boatt and 
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landed at Lechmere Point in East Cambridge. This 
arrangement was made because it was surmised that 
no messenger would be allowed to leave Boston with 
the news while the troops were leaving. 

When Revere left Warren his first duty was to 
call upon Capt. John Pulling, Jr.,* and arrange for 
the signal lanterns. Then he went to his home in 
North Square for his boots and surtout, and from 
there to where his boat was moored beneath a cob- 
wharf, near the present Craigie Bridge, in the north 
part of the town. Two friends accompanied him, 
Joahua Bentley and Thomas Richardson.* 

Their point of starting was not far firom the then 
Charlestown Ferry, the boats of which were drawn 
up nightly at 9 o'docL Oot in the Qiarles River 
was anchored the Somerset^*, a British man-o^ 
war. It was young flood, and the moon was rising.* 
Fearing that the noise of the oars in the oarloclcs 
might alarm the sentiy, Revere despatdied one of 
his companions for something to miiflle them with, 
who soon returned with a petdoMt, yet warm from 
the body of a fair daughter of Liberty, who was 
glad to contribute to the cause.^ Rowing out into 
the river and passing to the eastward of the "Som^ 
erset" they looked back, and there, shining from 
the Ull steeple of Oirist Church, the Old North, 
were two signal lanterns. 

t BeMM Saadajr OMm^ April 99, tSaH Aiikii m Lumm kwt h tk« 

Steeple. 

« GoM, £. H.. Life of PaoI lUvcn. 

■ faO noM April iff mom raw « April li^ at 94f 9M, Lov^ Alaanek 

for I77S. 

* She WM an ancestor of John R. Adaa, and lived in the Ochtcrtoot-AdM 
hoaMkatUMeMMrelHardkMdNacikOnMnMrMtti OoMtUfcofPlMlRmnii 
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Far vp into the TiOejt of the Myttic end the 
Chefiet thofe tiriiildiiig nys gkemed, end their 
meening, picked np wherever it lell, wet cenied 
still farther to the remoter hamlets and villages 
beyond the hills. 

When Captain Fdling left Paul Revere be pro> 
c ecded at onoe to the home of the seaton of Christ 
Church, Robert Newman^ who lived on Salem 
Street, opponte Rennett Street. Pulling was ve^ 
tryman of the church, and when he demanded the 
hqrs of Newman they were handed to him without 
question. Pulling p roc ee ded to the church, climbed 
^ belfry stairs, hung two lighted lantens out of 
the highest fittle window, forty-two feet above the 
sidewalk,' descended, made his eiit through a 
window, and so escaped unnotioed. 

Those lanterns were seen by all who looked, and 
quickly British soUieis sought out the sexton and 
placed him under arrest. His denial of any knowl- 
edge as to who displayed the lanterns was believed, 
and he was released. Fulling, disguised as a sailor, 
escaped from Boston in a fishing vessel, landed in 
Nantucket, and did not return until after the siege.* 

Revere and his two companions reached the 
Chariestown shore in safety. Their landing place 
was near the old batteiy at Gage's Wharf, not far 
from No. 85 of the present Water Street, near City 
Square. They were met by Colonel Conant and 
several others, who reported that the lanterns had 

t Com, Life of Paul Revere. 

* CfC John PuUiag^ Jr.. wm wb of Joha aad Martha P«IUat> Bora li 
Bonn Feb. 18, 1737. SmIM on oonter of AaaaadCnmatrauia i77S* DM 



TBB BATTLB OF APIIL I9, 177$. I5 

been seen and interpreted. While Revere was wait- 
ing for his horse, which was furnished by Deacon 
Larkin, Richard Devens, one? of the Committee of 
Safety, came and told Revere that as he came down 
the road from Lexington after sundown that evening 
he met ten British officers, all well mounted and 
armed, going up the road. 

It was about II o*clock when Revere started from 
the Charlestown shore on his mission to alarm. He 
had intended to proceed over Charlestown Neck, 
through Somerville to Cambridge and thence to 
Lexington. Just such a ride as his had been antici- 
pated, for he had gone but a short distance along the 
Cambridge road beyond Charlestown Neck when he 
perceived two mounted British officers halted under 
the shadows of a tree in a narrow part of the road.^ 
Near by was the gibbet where Mark, the negro 
slave, eiecnted in 1755 for poisomng his master^ 
hung in chains for about fifteen years. 

Revere wheeled his horse and made his escape, 
retieatmg along the road to the Neck, then turning 
into the Mystic road, which runs over Winter Hill 
into Medford.* There he awakened the captain of 
the Minute Men, Isaac Hall, and alarmed almost if 
not every house on the way to Lexington. His 
road was through West Medford to Arlington Centre, 
there turning at the Cooper Tavern northwesterly 
toward Lexington. He reached the parsonage in 
Lezbgton at midnight, which then stood on the 
westerly side of Bedford Road, about a quarter ol 

* Ib SPBMvBb m WuUagtoa Stneu pear CrcMcat Sttctt. 

• Now Bnadmr Mid Itfda Sm SooMvllcb Mab 8m h Mi^^ 
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a mile beyond the Common.* Dt^thiii were steeping 
John Hancock and Samuel Adama. Keeping guard 
outside were eight men under Sergt. William M unipe, 
who cautioned Revert not to make too much noise 
kst he should awaken the family, who had just 
retired. 

"Noise!" exlaimcd Revere; "you'll have noise 
enough before long. The Regulars are oommg 
out." 

But he had already alarmed the inmates, for the 
window was raised, and the parson, Mr. Qarke, 
inquired who was there. Revere, without answer- 
ing the question, said he wished to see Mr. Hancock. 

"Cbme in, Revere!" exclaimed Hancock, who 
also had been awakened; "we are not afraid of you." 

Half an hour later Dawes rode up from his longer 
ride from Boston.* Dawes and Revere partook of 
refreshments and together set out for Concord. 
Not far beyond Lexington Common they were 
overtaken by a young man, Dr. Samuel Prescott, 
whose home was in Concord. That evening he 
had been visiting the young lady to whom he was 
engaged to be married, Miss MuUiken of Lexington. 
Revere spoke of the ten officers that Devens had 
met, and of the probability that they would attempt 
to stop them before they should reach Concord. It 
was planned to alarm every house on the way. Dr. 
Prescott volunteered to remain with the two riders, 
as his acquaintance with the people along the road 

> BvUaeA Km4 n mem cklled Huoock Street, and • newer ntA to Bedfocd te 
ttiadBedMSM. Th* eU pmmmmii b Mii etuOaft thoofh aoMd 
ha ori(tnal location to one « few roda acrou the atreet. 

■ RmcWciide «M isH bUmi tad Dswca's iid« wM mOtt. 
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might be needed to vouch for the genuineness of the 

message. 

His company was accepted and very welcome. 
They rode along, alarming each household, a little 
over two and a half miles from Lexington Common. 
Dawes and Prescott had stopped at a house to 
arouse the inmates, and Revere was about a hundred 
rods ahead, when he saw two men in the highway. 
He called loudly for Dawes and Prescott to come up, 
thinking to capture them, but just then two more 
appeared, coming through the bars from a pasture 
on the right, or northerly side of the road, where 
they had been atanding in the thadovr of a tree. 
They proved to be officers of the British Army. 
Dawes wheded his horse back toward Lezingtoa 
and escaped. Prescott and Revere attempted to 
ride toward Concord, but were intercepted and 
ordered to move throng the bars into the pasture 
or have tlieir brains blown out. They preferred to 
do as ordered, but when a little way mside, Prescott 
said to Revere, *'Put on," and immediately jumped 
his horse over the stone wall at his left and disap- 
peared down the farm road leaduig into a ravine 
where rise the headwaters of the Shawsheen River. 
He knew the location well, and easily followed the 
road through the thicket until it comes out on the 
Concord road again, a half mile or so beyond. 
Revere, not so well acquainted with the location, 
headed toward the dense woods on the lower edge 
of the pasture^ thinking to dismount within their 
shadows and escape on foot. Six more British 
officers were in hiding there^ and they easily seized 
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his horse's bridle, and with pistob leveled at hit 

breast ordered him to dismount. 

And so there in Lincoln, about two and one-half 
miles beyond Lexington, ended the midnight rides 
of William Dawes and Paul Revere. Prescott had 
gone on to continue the alarm, Dawes had retreated 
toward Lexington, and Revere was a prisoner. 
While the latter was being secured, three or four of 
the officers started up the road in pursuit of Dawes, 
who galloped his horse furiously up to a farmhouse, 
where he reined in so suddenly that he was thrown 
to the ground. With great presence of mind he 
shouted loudly for assistance, exclaiming: "Hello, 
my boys. I've got two of 'em." 

The British in pursuit, supposing they were 
ambushed in turn, retreated and made good their 
escap>e. Dawes rose from the ground and found 
himself quite alone, for the house, which might 
have contained a force of American Minute Men, 
was empty and deserted. He mounted his horse 
and rode leisurely away.* 

But Revere was not the only prisoner captured 
by the British officers in Lincoln. Solomon Brown, 
Jonathan Loring, and Elijah Sanderson, all of Lex- 
ington, had been pasting along at that place about 
lO o'clock the previout evening (for it wit now after 
midnight, April 19), and were detained and being 
held at pntcMiert when Revere wat added. A one- 

* UdbrtuMU^ ao port kM tvw tkM^t tk« nk of WiQiuB Duwm • nif- 

he rode into obt w ity. For the incidcnta In Lbcoln tliat he took psrt to I ■m 
indebted to hit grtaddao^tcr, Mn. MckitsUt Majr Goddard* m Bam ted m 
nmn TF IWbmt* lioot, WSkm Piiw mi Mi 1M< wlifc n> J B<nn 
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handed peddler, Allen by name, was also a prisoner, 
having been captured after Brown and his two com- 
panions. For some reason he was not long delayed, 
but released, and went his way. 

Revere was ordered to dismount, and one of the 
six proceeded to examine him, asking his name; if 
he was an express; and what time he left Boston. 
He answered each question truthfully, and added 
that the troops in passing the river had got aground; 
that he had alarmed the country on the way up; 
and that 500 Americans would soon be present. 
This was rather disturbing news for his captors, and 
the one who had acted as spokesman rode to the 
four who had first halted the messengers. After a 
short conference the five returned on a gallop, and 
one of them, whom Revere afterwards found to 
be Major Mitchell of tlie 5th Regiment, clapped a 
pUtol to his head, and, calling him by name, said 
he should ask liim some questions, and if they^ were 
not answeied truthfully he should blow his brains 
out. Revere answered the many questions, some of 
them new ones and some the same as he had already 
answered. He was then directed to mount, and the 
whole party proceeded toward Leiington. After 
riding about a mile Major Mitchell instructed the 
officer leading Revere's horse to turn him over to the 
sergeant, who was instructed to blow the prisonei^s 
brains oat if he attempted to escape, or if any insults 
were offered to his captors on the way. 

When within half a mile of Lexington meeting 
house, on the Common, they heard a gun fired, and 
Major Mitchell, beginning to feel alarmed, asked 
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c«iite,wliotoldluiiiitWMtnalanii« The 
other priiofien were then ordered to ditmount, and 
one of the officen cut the bridki of their hones and 
drove them away. Revere asked to be discharged^ 
also^ but his request was not heeded. 

Coming a little nearer to the meeting houset 
witliin sight of it in fact, tliejr heard a volley of gun 
shots, whereupon Major Mitchell called a halt, and 
questioned Revere again as to the distance to Ckm- 
bridge, and if there were two roads going there, etc; 
He then ordered him to dismount and eichange 
horses with the seigeant, who cut away bridle and 
saddle from his own, which was a small one and weU- 
nigh exhausted, before completing the exchange.^ 

The officers then hastily disappeared down the 
road toward Lezingtoii meeting house, and Revere 
made his way, probably afoot, across the old ceme- 
tery and the adjacent pasture near Lexington Com- 
mon, to the parsonage on Bedford Road, where he 
had left Hancock and Adams a few hours earlier. 

The entire distance that Revere rode, from the 
Charlestown shore to the spot in Lincoln where he 
was captured, and back to Lexington Common, was 
between eighteen and nineteen miles, and the 
elapsed time nearly four hours. 

FuGBTT or Hancock amo Adams. 

The narration of Revere's adventures was eageily 
listened to by the patriots assembled at the parson- 

tlViAin Myi dM Dmmm LtfUn'b ham bom cSwtt «t dbt 

Mfcaooui ride of Revere, bat it la pvobabk that hk Moood rider may have been 
•qwJIf or more ol a oootrib«tai7 OMMab M Rmn*! tidt waa aot iong aad iut 
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age. Hancock and Adams were urged to flee by 
their friends. Hancock was loth to do so, but 
Adams persuaded him that their duties were execu- 
tive rather than military, so they prepared for a 
hasty retreat. Their flight commenced in a chaise 
driven by Jonas Clarke, son of the minister.* Mr. 
Lowell, Hancock's secretary, and Paul Revere 
accompanied them for two miles into Burlington, 
where they stopped, first at the house of Mr. Reed 
for a little time, and then continued farther on to 
the home of Madame Jones, widow of Rev. Thomas 
Jones, and of Rev. Mr. Marrett. Then they sent 
back to the parsonage for Hancock's betrothed, 
Dorothy Quincy, his aunt, Mrs. Hancock, and 
lastly, a "fine salmon," which had been presented 
to them for dinner, and natnraUy iMgotten at thef 
started on theur flight. All of these arrived in due 
time, and then Revere and Lowell letnmed to Lex- 
ington Common, with the intention of reicning a 
trunk and its contents which belonged to Hancock^ 
and which he had left at the Buckman Tavern. 

The fugitivea weie about to tit down to the 
•almon dinner when a Ldington farmer, in great 
eidtementy rushed in exclaiming that the British 
were coming, and that his wife was even then in 
'^eternity." The salmon dinner was abandoned, and 
the flight continued, under the guidance of Mr. 
Marretty to Amoe Wyman's, where they finally sat 
down to a dinner, not of salmon, but of cold salt 
pork and potatoes served on a wcxxlen tray. The 
last stopping place was just over the boundary line 
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of Woburn into Billerica, easterly from the present 
Lowell Turnpike, and northerly from the Lexington 
parsonage about four miles. 

Samuel Adams had. left behind him somewhere on 
the road his immortal saying: "What a glorious 
morning for America is this."* 

Revere and Lowell reached Buckman Tavern, and 
there learned from a man who had just come up the 
road that the troops were within two miles. They 
proceeded to a chamber for the trunk, which they 
secured, and, looking out of the window toward 
Boston, saw the King's soldiers but a little way off. 
They quickly made their exit from the Tavern, 
passed along the Common through Captain Parker's 
company, or rather a small part of it, and heard his 
words: "Let the troops pass by and don't molest 
them without they begin first.''* 

When a little farther along, **not half gunshot 0/," 
as Revere expresses it, he heard a single gun, turned 
and saw the smoke of it rising just in front of the 
troops, heard them give a great shout, saw them 
mn a lew paces, htud ifregular firing at of an ad- 
vance guard, and then firing by platocms. 

The American Revolution had indeed commenced. 

S It Im mmtdmm beca written tlut Hancock and Adama £nt went to a Uttia 
WDodadhiBao«^nMi|rfy<WMthapni»CM>geowtooMatL<i in t to aComaon.and 

perbapa half a mile away, where they remained concealed until after the Britith 
had paaaed, and that Adama. looking down upon that firat tctat ol bloodahad, 
c K p tca a w l ktaMM aa abort quotad. Bat I cannot rccoodl* that atataaeot irflh 
RcTerc'i own vertion of the flight wherein he «peaki of going witli tbcm tWO 
■Sea and then rettiniing for Hancock's trunk at the Buckman TaTtn* vUck 
h$ wwBuJtit in gettiat ioM bafort tba Britfah uriMd than at $ i/dodk Thm 
AJmM COnld aot Iutc witneated the opening (cene on Lexington Common. 

* Rvrcn'a Narrative. Othcrwiae quoted aa " Don't &re nnlcaa fired upon, bat 
if tbcrwaat var.bthWiiBkMt.'* I nhHiM HiWDrial Bodnra ftomAmk 
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Alakms m Othxr Placbs. 

It must not be imagined that informatioQ of the 
night march of the troops was known only along 
the highway to their destination in Concord. There 
were fleet messengers in every direction, through the 
counties of Middlesex, Essex, and Norfolk. Those 
lanterns in the North Church steeple meant as 
much to many others as to those on the Charlestown 
shore. But few details of their rides have been left 
to us. Ye^eVerywhere the hoof-beats, the shadowy 
form of the horseman, his cry of alarm, the drums, 
the bells, the guns, the assembling of the Minute 
Men, their hurried march toward that one long and 
thin highway from Boston to Conc oro} — some of 
these are known and can be written^fas a part of 
the leeord of that daf* 

Northerly aloog the coait the alam went. At 
Lynn, ten milet away, the inhaVitants were awakened 
in the early mora of the 19th by the infermatkm 
that 800 Britiih toldiefa had kh Boston in the 
night and were proceeding toward Cbncord. Many 
immediately let out for the icene of the invanoDy 
singly and in little bands, without waiting to march 
in company fik.^ 

At Wobnra, ten miles from Bostoii» a man rode 
np to the house of Mr. Douglass, about an hour 
before sunrise^ and knocked kwdly at the door, . 
saying: ''ThereisanaUrm — the British are coming 
out; and if there is any soldier in the house he must 

* LnriiadlNnrihaVl»EBMDr7oll4raa,pM«SSi^ 
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turn out and repair to Lexington as soon as pos- 
•iblc."» 

Such Is the sworn statement of Robert Douglass, 
wlio lived In Fdrtlaiid, Me., but wbo was dien stay- 
lag At lib &tliePi bonie In Wobnm. He troie and 
■taited for Leiington, four miles away, with S7I- 
▼annt Wood. And Douglass, upon arrival, paraded 
with Captdn Parfcer't company. GoL T<oammi 
Baldwin resided in Wobttm, and entered in hit 
diary some of hit ezperienoet of the day. Under 
date of April 19 he says that in the morning, a little 
before the break of day, they were alarmed by Mr. 
Stedman's eipress from Cambridge. With others 
he hmried to Leiington, but ooold not reach the 
Gommbn in time to participate in the opening 
straggle. They saw the ttaint of blood on the 
ground, hurried on to Lmooln, and at Tannei'a 
Brook commenced to. harass the British on thdr 
retnm.* 

In Reading, twelve miles from Boston, alarm guns 
were fired just at sunrise. Edmund Foster in a 
letter to Col. Daniel Shattuck of Concord, dated 
March 10^ 1825, speaks at length of his personal 
experiences. Following the guns came a post, 
bringing the information that the Regulars had gone 
to Concord. 

In Danvers, sixteen miles away, news of the 
British advance was given at about 9 o'clock, and 
was communicated to the citizens by bells and 
drums, who responded by thronging to the rendes- 



' Depoaition of Robert Douglkia. 

• BasMdk Old Roof TVm A.K.Bnin. 
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VOU8 near the Old South Church at the bend of the 
Boston road. Women were there, not with en- 
treaty^ but to fatten oo the belt and gird on the 
•word.* 

At Andover, twenty-five miles away, the alarm 
was given at about sunrise, and Minute Men were 
ready to march for Concord at about lo o'clock. 
On their way through Tewksbury they learned that 
eight Americans had been killed at Lexington; and 
at Billerica, that the British were killing Americans 
at Concord. Reaching Bedford they learned more 
definitely that two Americans had been killed at 
Concord, and that the enemy was falling back.* 

Lexington lies in a northwesterly direction from 
Boston, at a distance of about eleven miles. At that 
time it was the temporary abiding place of John 
Hancock and Samuel Adams, who were stopping at 
the parsonage of Rev. Jonas Clarke. It was then 
supposed that one of the objects of General Gage 
was to efPect their capture, and that his other object 
wit the dettmction of miliury stores at Concord. 
Bowibly the fiitt iiitimaticm that Lexington had of 
the proposed hottik visit of Gage's troops was com* 
muiucated by a young man, SokMmm Blown, who 
had been to Boston on marfcet business, and on his 
fctom had passed a patiol of British ofikect. There 
were ten of them; it was kte in the a ft e in o on or 
early evening of April 18, and they were riding 
away bom Boston toward Lexington, iriiich seemed 

• 1Ummf9 IBMorr of Bvrcrly, p«t« U; Hsrd't Mtddfewx Cooatjr. Vol II, 
PMC loia 

* JimkmI of Tboaiu Borotoo of Ctptais AmA wmfuft «a4 Haid'a ED** 
My «f iMBOBaaljr. VoL U, pam 157a. 
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out of harmony with their ordinary way of riding 
back to Boston at night. Mr. Brown kept some- 
what near them along the road for awhile that he 
might the better determine their intentions, allow- 
ing them to pass and repass him several times. 
Having at last satisfied himself that their mission 
meant more than a pleasure sortie into the country, 
he gained the lead once more, smd when out of 
their sight rode rapidly to Lexington and reported 
his observations to Orderly Sergeant William Mun- 
roe, proprietor of Munroe*s Tavern.* 

These ten officers riding in advance must have 
known that actual hostilities were at hand, for they 
not only detained travelers on the highway, but 
deliberately insulted a large number of the inhabit- 
ants along the road. Three or four of them, at 
least, went far beyond the behavior of military men 
in time of peace, for as they rode into Lexington 
they stopped at the house of Matthew Mead, 
entered and helped themselves to the prepared 
family supper of brown bread and baked beans. 
Mrs. Mead and her daughter Rhoda were within, 

* la an uttck 00 th« Mobtm Tftrero ia the FmctnA'mgt ol di* tf^imtff« 
IBMoricd SodMr.VoL lH,9tm M^AIbmW.BiyaBt ndiM • tndiiini<fcat 

xht information of ten BHtUh officers ridinf up the road was (hrea to Sergeaat 
Moaroc, who t*v* ^ 6nt gcBcral alam that aneaobled Captah Parkar'a 
wpawy. ft iiiHiiMw latai wrtaaai 4tmm llii iiml mi ■ iiiwiliii ii|p ta ifca 
Britith, but he did not return. A lecond wai lent who did not return. A third 
was teat who alto did mot return. A fourth waa despatched who did rctam 
with tha Mwa that lha Britbh Anni' waa faallf aarddaf oi Lariaftaa, aai 
thit the previous ntesscngers who had beea sent down the road had met and 
passed two or more British soldiers ridinf ia advaace of the nuta bodj, who thea 
doaad la 00 them as priaoaers. The hotaa of tha fcorth oMaaaacar had baeoaa 
frighteaed at the two advancing Britoni and turned back in spite of hit rider, who 
cao^t a fUmpae ol the British froot raaks oe the march. CThk laat mcsaeagar 
Ovc ThaMtM Bmrmm* F. W. O 
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and Mr. Mead and two sons were absent. This 
Lexington home was at the corner of Massachusetts 
Avenue and Wobum Street^ where the Ruuell House 
now stands.^ 

Quickly following Solomon Brown's message came 
a written one, directed to John Hancock, sent by 
Elbridgc Gerry, one of the Committee of Supplies, 
then sitting at the Black Horse Tavern in Menot- 
omy. It was practically to the same efiFect, "that 
eight or nine officers of the King's troops were seen, 
just before night, passing the road towards Lexing- 
ton, in a musing, contemplative posture; and it was 
supposed they were out upon some evil design."* 

Hancock at once replied to Gerry that it was said 
the officers had gone to Q>ncord, and that he would 
send word thither.* 

But naturally it was turmised that the capture 6t 
Hancock and Adams was iiiteaded« to a guard of 
dgkt men, under Sergt. WiUitm Mtmioey was tu- 
tkmed around the liome of Rev. Jonas Clarke. 
About forty of tke members of Captain Parker's 
company gathered at the Buckman Tavern alter the 
moimted oflkers passed through Lenngtoo/ and it 
was deemed best that scouts shoukl be sent -out to 
foUow them. Accordingly Solomon Brown, Jona- 
than Loringy and Elijah Sanderson volunteered to 
act. They started about 9 o'clock in the evening,* 



Bktoricml Society, Proceedinn, Vol I, ptpi $*• 

• Rot. J«bm Cbrkt** Namttva. 

■ UfcoTEIbiMieOirrr. hf JmmT. A«Mia. PMtSr. 

• Depo«ttioQ of Joseph Underwood. 

• Sandenao haring m Imwm wm offcfad om bf TkaddwM Hatriagtoa^ wUch 
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and, as we have previously written, they were am- 
bushed and captured at about lo o'clock on the 
road toward Concord, in the town of Lincoln^ by 
the same ones they had set out to follow. 

Soon after the arrival of Paul Revere, between 
12 and I o'clock in the morning of April 19, with the 
intelligence of the starting of the King's troops, 
Captain Parker assembled his company on the 
Common. The roll was called and they were in- 
structed to load with powder and ball. One of the 
messengers who had been sent toward Boston re- 
turned and reported that he could not discover any 
troops on the way out, which raised some doubts 
as to their coming. It was between i and 2 o'clock 
when they were dismissed with instructions, how- 
ever, to remain in the immediate neighborhood for 
quick response to the call of the drum. Many of 
itktm adjourned to Buckman't Tavern, and the 
others fiving tn the immediate ytdrnty^ retiurned to 
their homei. 

Between daylight and raniite dpt. Thaddent 
Bowman lode up, and lepo rt ed that the Regulaft 
weie near. The dmm was beat and Captain Parkcr^t ' 
little band assembled on the Common. 

The soldiers of the King were bnt one hundred 
rods down the road.^ 

Bedford, an adjoining town to Leangton, and 
about fifteen miles from Boston, was alarmed on 
the evening of the i8th by Nathan Muniroe and 
Benjamin Tidd, both of Lexington, idio had been 
sent there by Captain Parker because of the sus- 



Pircplaca b tbc Backnua TaTcra, Lcnattoa, anraad wUch 
•otM of Caputs Parkcr'i KCautt Mca fatlicrad bcfoct 
tbc battle. 
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pidous actions of the British officers on their way to 
Concord. Munroe and Tldd aroused the town, and 
some of the Minute Men rallied at the tavern kept 
by Jeremiah Fitch, Jr., a;nd were there served with 
light refreshments. Captain Willson said: "It is a 
cold breakfast, boys, but we will give the British a 
hot dinner. We'll have every dog of them before 
ttight."' 

The larger Bedford rally was at the oak tree 
standing in the little triangle a few rods west of the 
village, where the road to Concord branches away 
from the road to Billerica.* 

Munroe and Tidd continued their alarm to Mcr- 
iam's Comer in Concord, and returned to Lexington 
in time to hear the first alarm bell in the morning 
of the 19th, and witness the assembling of Cap- 
tain Parker's company. Munroe, being a member, 
joined the ranks, and Tidd remained on or near the 
Common and was dispersed with the rest.* 

Josiah Nelson, living in the northeast part of 
Lincoln, was awakened on the night of the i8th by 
horsemen passing up the road. Rushing out partly 
dressed, to ascertain who they were, he received a 
blow on his head from a sword, cutting sufficiently 
to draw the blood. He was seized and detained a 
little while by his British captors, and when released 
had his wound dressed, and hurried to Bedford and 
gave the alarm in that town also.^ 

Billerica, seventeen miles northwest from Boston, 

> Brawa't Wtnarr of Bcdfocd. ptge 14, 

* BRNmSniMafyaf Bctfbrd.pM«S3> 

* DcpoMtion of TM and Abbot. 

* Bi«WB*> BcMith OU llBof Tnm PMIW u9» »I9^ 



Digitized by Google 



40 



TBM MMTTtM OF AlBIL 19^ 1775* 



probably received the alarm about 2 o'clock, and 
when the encounter on Lexington Common took place 
few if any families but had heard the call to arms.* 

Concord, seventeen miles northwesterly from 
Boston, was first aroused by Dr. Samuel Prescott, 
between I and 2 o'clock in the morning of the 19th. 
He had just escaped from the British, in Lincoln, 
at the time they captured Revere. It was nearly 
3 o'clock when the alarm bell was rung' whereupon 
several posts were despatched, who, returning, 
brought the news that the Regulars were indeed 
coming; that they had reached Lexington, and 
killed six Americans, and then started for Concord.' 
Captain Minot's company took possession of the 
hill to the eastward above the meeting house, and 
Captain Brown's company marched up the road to 
meet the enemy.* 

Corp. Amo0 Barrett of Capt. David Biown't 
company has left a written statement that he thinks 
150 ft^ute Men had assembled. His company 
resolved to go up the road tofwaid Lexington and 
meet the British. Tbej acooidingly marched a mile 
or a mile and a half when they saw them coming. 
They halted and awaited them, and when they were 
within one hnndied rods were ordered by their 
capuin to about face. They mardied back to the 

> Haaca't Hiatory of Btiierici, page 335. 

• *'AawilMiiA»tufd w duty at tte Coart Hoot. h«d iWi Aiiiij Mi 
gm and r«at oat tlM town bell." Brown** Braeath Old Roof Tre««, pate totm 

• Diary of Rev. Wm. Emeraoo 10 R. W. Emcnoa'a Dbcoone, and Capt. Amot 
BMTMlft Acaowit of tlM Battk ia Tnac** JooraaL 

• D*po«itlon of Capt. Nathan Barrett and fifteen ottier* of Concord, and Dep- 
oaitioa of Joba Hoar and aerca otbcr* of Liacola, preaeat in Coooird before tb* 

ifrMolihtBvkM. 
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village to the music of their fife and drum, the 
British following, also playing their fifes and drums. ^ 

Brown's company consolidated with Minot*s, and 
both took up a new position a little farther north on 
the adjoining hill, back of the town. The British 
were so many more in number that it was thought 
prudent to still farther retire. Accordingly the 
two companies marched down the hill, over the 
North Bridge, distant three-quarters of a mile from 
the village, and took a new and stronger position 
on Punkatasset Hill, a little more than a mile from 
the village, but clearly overlooking it. There they 
welcomed the reinforcementt that were arriving 
from the neighboring towns. 

In Tewktbury, twenty mikt northwesterly iiom 
Boston, the ahmn was given at about 2 o'dock in 
the morning. "Tie British are on their way to 
Coooord, and I have alarmed aU the towns from 
Charlestown to here," ' were the words that aroused 
Oipt. John Trull fkom his slumber, who in turn 
fired his gun to arouse General Vamum, across the 
Merrimack River in Dracut, a signal previously 
agreed upon between them. When Cftptain Trull 
reached the village his men were awaiting him, and 
they at once started lor Concord. There were two 
other Tewksbury companies commanded, respec- 
tively, by dpt. Jonathan Brown and Capt. Thomas 
Dark, who also responded to the alarm. 

In Acton, twenty-one miles northwesteriy from 
Boston and the adjoining town to G)ncord, westerly, 

> Gv«> Amm BmmA AesMNt «f At Bttikb 

• Dm IfiSdhMB Cbhmf. VflL n, pMM Sfl» S7<^ 
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the alarm was given early in the morning. CoL 
Frandt Faulkner resided in South Acton. Hit tooy 
Frands, Jr., was Ijring awake and listening to the 
datter of a horse's hoofs drawing nearer and nearer. 
Suddenly he leaped from his bed and imn to his 
father's room, adjoining, and ezcUimed: ''Father, 
there's a horse coming on the full run, and he's 
bringing neirtl** 

ffis iitlier Iiid beud the IioneniiB abo^ Ibr lie 
WM partly dietted with gun in hand. Acroat tlie 
bridge and np to the houie came the nctscnger. 

"Ronse your Mnnte Kfen, Mr. Fanlkner^ the 
British are mardiing on Lexington and Conoofd.** 
And away he rode to spread the newt. 

Colond Fanlkner, without completing hit dten^ 
fired hit gun three timet as fast as he could load, 
that being the preconcerted ngnaL .Very quickly 
a neighbor repeated it^ and the boy, ttiil littening^ 
heard a r epe ti tion many timet, eadi farther away* 
Thnt Wat Acton arouted. 

At the home of Colonel Fanlkner veiy toon a^ 
tembled Gaptam Hnnt't company. Women were 
there, too^ to help at they might. Staket were driven 
into the lawn, kettkt hung, fbet built, and a dinner 
for the toldtett toon cooked. Some of the older boys 
were delighted to follow on and carry it in taddl^ 
bagt, teparatdy from .the Minute Men, with inttruo* 
tiont to take the field roadt if the Britith thould be 
found occupying the highwayt. Cbkmel Faulkner 
marched away with Captain Hnnt*t company, to 
take command of the Middletex Regiment, which 
he wat tuppoted to be attembling at Concord* 
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The home of Captain Davis wii about a nuk 

westerly from the meeting house in the center 
of Acton, and about six miles from the North Bridge 
in Concord. His company was assembling raindljry 
and when about twenty had reported he was ansdout 

to march. A man of teiious mien, he seemed par- 
ticularly to on the morning of April 19. One of his 
companions, speaking cheerily, perhaps lightly, was 
gently reproved by the brave captain, who seemed 
to have a premonition of his own fate, and reminded 
the other of what the day might have in store for 
them. They were about to proceed when he turned 
to his wife, as if to speak, but he could only say: 
"Take good care of the children." * 

Then he turned and marched away with his little 
command. It might have been 7 o'clock when he 
started,' to the lively tune of the "White Cockade," 
played by his lifer, Luther Blanchard, and hit 
drummer, Francis Barker. 

When they reached the westerly part of Concord 
they must have learned what the British were doing 
at the home of Colonel Barrett, for they left the 
highway and passed into the fields to the northward 
of the Barrett home, stopping for a while a little 
way off to watch the King's soldiers in their work 
of destruction of the military stores. Continuing 
again, they marched through the fields until they 
came out into the highway at Widow Brown's 
Tavern,' which was situated across the river from 

• Dcpotition of hit widow. 

* Bctwcca oae and two boon after •unriM. Depositioa ol hi* widow. 
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G>ncord village, a mile away. From there they 
proceeded by way of the Back Road, so called, to 
the high ground, rising about a quarter ol a mile to 
the westward of the North Bridge. 

Other companies of militia and Minute Men were 
already assembled there, and Captain Davis marched 
his men, who now numbered about forty, to the left 
of the line, a position that had been assigned to him 
at the muster a little while before. 

From this position they looked dow^ upon the 
gently flowing Concord River; upon the old North 
Bridge which crossed just in the immediate fore- 
ground; upon the red-coated soldiers who stood 
grimly on guard at the nearer end; and beyond, up 
the river to Concord village, three-quarters of a 
mile away, where curling volumes of smoke seemed 
to indicate the burning of American homes. 

In Chelmsford, twenty-three miles northwesterly 
from Boston, the alarm was early given by a mounted 
messenger, upon which guns were fired and drums 
beat. Minute Men met at the alarm post, a rock 
standing where the hay scales were placed in after 
yeaiB. Acting Capuin, Col. Moaes Parker's com- 
pany, and Capt. Ofiver Banon'i company, marched^ 
not in Kgnlar order, but in tqtuds, and came into 
Omcoid at Meriam't Comer and on Haidy't Hill 
in time Ibr tbe pursuit. 

In Dracttt, twenty-five mikt from Boston, the 
alarm was given soon alter 2 o'clock hy the firing of 
a gun by Captain IVull acroei the Merrimack River 
in Teirktbury, a signal previously agreed upon, 
which aroused General Vamum. Two companies 
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marched immediately, one under Capt. Peter Co- 
bum, and the other under Capt. Stephen RuMell. 
They were^ however, too remote from the scene of 
strife to meet the British, but continued their rapid 
fflarch to Cambridge. 

Littleton, twenty-five miles from Boston, was 
alarmed in the morning by the news of the British 
march on Concord. The messenger then hurried 
over Beaver Brook Bridge and into the towns 
beyond, on his mission. 

Even in Pepperell, thirty-five miles northwesterly 
from Boston, the alarm went, reaching there about 
9 o'clock. Colonel Prescott gave orders to the 
Pepperell and Hollis companies, to march to Groton, 
there to join others of the regiment.* 

Roxbury, the adjoining town to Boston, south- 
westerly, was naturally the first town in that direc- 
tion to know of the movement of the British. Wil- 
liam Dawes, the first messenger out of Boston, as 
we have seen, passed through the town on his round- 
about way to Lexington, and must have delivered 
his first message there before 1 1 o'clock on the even- 
ing of the 1 8th. There were three companies under 
the command of Capt. Moses Whiting, Capt. 
William Draper, and Capt. Lemuel Child, respec- 
tively, who took active parts in the events of the 
19th. As they marched for the scene of strife 
many women and children fled to other towns for 
greater safety.* 

* Lorenzo P. Blood in Hurd't Middle»rx County, Vol. Ill, piye jji. 

I There b • tradition in the Greaton family that Mrs. Greatoo took her younfcr 
children and audi articlea at the could carry to a cart and §$i t9 BraoUhi^ tks 
eU«cyUnftmlkii«b«id«th«v«kkfe. DnkifBWaAtn,vm^ 
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The news readwd Dedliam, ten miles soutli- 
wc t t cft y from Boston, a little after 9 o'clock in the 
morning. It came by way of Needham and Dover.* 

FfamiBgham, eighteen miles southwesterly from 
Boston, was alanned before 8 o^dock in the morning. 
A bell was rung and alarm gant fired, which assem^* 
bled many of the two companies of militia and one 
of Minute Men, who started In about an hour. Gap- 
tain Edget went on foot the entire distance, and 
carried his gtm. Those living in the extreme south 
and west parts of the town followed a little Uter. 
Not long liter the men had left, a report was started 
that negroes were coming to massacre them all, 
which seemed the more frightful to the women and 
children because of the absoice of about all the able- 
bodied men. For those defenoekst ones at home it 
was a terrible day.* 

Newton, seven miles westerly from Boston, was 
alanned at early dawn by a volley from one of 
John Pigeon's field guns, kept at the gunhouse in 
Newton Centre, near the church.' 

Sudbury, eighteen miles westerly from Boston, 
received its first news by a messenger from Concord, 
eight miles away, who reported to Thomas Plymp- 
ton, a member of the Provincial Congress. Captain 
Nixon was aroused by a messenger, who shouted: 
" Up, up! The Red Coats are up as far as Concord." 

Captain Nixon started off at once on horseback.* 

In Worcester, forty miles westerly from Boston, 

* lUr. JciUh IL TW«4i b Hiri^ lOMkMi GmM7. VbL m. pitt 

* Smidi't Ncwtoo, p«tc ^41. 

* Hadwa'a Smihmj, pa0»}74* S75* >ad Hudaoo in Uitrd'* M idd h i w Cottatjr. 
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the people were alarmed before noon by a messenger 
mounted on a white horse dripping with sweat, and 
bloody from spurring. Driving at full speed through 
the town he shouted: *'To annsl to armsl The 
war has begun!" 

At the church the horse fell exhausted. Another 
was procured and the news still went on. The bell 
rang out the alarm, cannon were fired, and special 
messengers despatched to every part of the town to 
summon the soldiers. In a little while no men, 
under Capt. Timothy Bigelow, were paraded on the 
Green, and soon marched for Concord. They were 
met on the way by the intelligence of the British 
retreat, so they changed their course toward Boston.* 

It would be interesting to know the full details of 
that messenger's long ride, and just where in the 
westward it ended. His exhausted horse, covered 
with bloody foam, falling in the street before the 
church, must have been a spectacular sight, and 
one that spoke loudly of that terrific ride, perhaps 
the longest one of all the messengers* And we can 
safely imagine that all along his oouiie other mea- 
tengers, dfiwing their inspiraticii from him, rode 
into the north and into the south, bearing with them 
the newt that he bore; and that in tiim thdr words 
were echoed by the gnn votlejr, the clanging bell and 
the drum beat. 

The reveille had now been sounded in Essex, in 
Middlesex^ in Norlolky and in Worcester counties, 
and the Minute Men were on their way to the battle 
ol April 19. 

> LlMob aad HacMjr'f Bktory ol WorcMtcr, pcflt 97. 
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LmymuiTT GdLom Smni't Aw amcb ramtmn 

Cambkidgb. 

Let us now return to the King's soldiers under the 
command of Lieutenant Colonel Smith, whom we left 
on the shore of Charles River at Lechmere Point in 
Cambridge. It was i o'clock on the morning of the 
19th before the column was fully under way.^ 

Lechmere Point then had but one house, whidi 
stood on the southern slope of the hill, on the north- 
em side of Spring Street, between Third and Fourth 
streets, and facing to the south.* Where the troops 
landed, on Second Street, was sufficiently remote to 
be out of tight and hearing, — evidently the par- 
ticiilar lum of the oomiiianding officer. 

They proceeded cautiously, following an old 
farm md afowicl the northeatterly slope of tin 
hilly tomctiiiiet wading in the manlMt that l>op- 
defcd Wilfis Greeky and feeding that streamy waist 
deep, in the vionity of BvUard's Bridge. 

flinith evidently thoa^t that the noise of his 
soldieit tramping across the bridge itself might 
attract attention* His soldiers fbvnd the ford a 
kmg one, and the waters deep.* 

Even thns eariy on the ei^edition was the British 
Army betrayed by one of its own soldiers, if the 

> A Brittth Officer to Boctoa ia 177S (m Atkatk MoatUf, April. iS77)> la 
Us Diary h« ptsccs tht tioK of ttartnc at t o^doc^ ami Dt Bcrakra, ia lU* report, 
at aboot 1 o'clock, bat I aaa ooaipcOed to ooap«tt it as abovt i o'clock coaaidar- 
ia« the dtttaaca xhtf had to aiarck aad Um arcD-kiMva tiaa thijr airtrai at 
Lai^Hoa Coiiuao% aaaiifr. alMt abvaa mBaa, aai wirilit thvt • Snh 
Mart 5 o'doclk 

• E. C Bood^ b tka SoMrriDa Jowaal. April, iS7S* 

• Dfaqr if • MM OSnr hi BoMoa IB ins* 
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tradition handed down by a Mrs. Moore can be 
relied upon. Seventy-five years or more ago she 
related to Rev. J. L. Sibley, who has stated accord- 
ingly, that she was then living in Cambridge, a young 
girl, and that one of the soldiers was taken sick after 
his landing at Lechmere Point, and was therefore 
permitted by his commander to return by boat to 
Boston. He did not immediately return, however, 
but made his way to the solitary farmhouse where 
Mrs. Moore was living. The occupants gained from 
him the significance of his midnight presence, and 
it was considered of sufficient importance to com- 
municate speedily to their fellow townsmen. 

Bullard's Bridge crossed Willis Creek near the 
present Prospect Street, which runs from Cambridge 
to Somerville.' Later on the Creek was called 
Miller's River. It was then a little tributary to 
the Charles River, but hat long since been filled in, 
and modest dwellingt and more pretentkmt tmdncM 
ettabltshmenta noir cover iti upper area. 

LiBUTBNAiiT C6u>xBL Siirni*8 AiyvAircs thbough 

SomnviLLB. 

The invading army emerging from Willis Creek 
were now in Somerville. They quickly arrived at 
Piper's Tavern, then standing in what is now Union 
Square. It was after 2 o'clock, but the moon wit 
shining sufficiently bright for some of the soldiers 

* Tbe nlmtud nadcr •hookl ooMult tKc map of Boctoa uid Tkiaiqr bjr 
JL F. W. Dm Bhiw> tm pMUM Mqr S» ITTS* mA nvriiMJ li ShanacM 
Bbtorr of Bottoo; aod tk*CMb|r Heair Pclham, fint publliked b London Jum 
t^i777,«adKpriBUdialfc*ah|»uidEirM«itioaof Boataa. Aatadroftbca 
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to read aloud the sign^ which an awakened inmate 
heard. Up the present Bow Street they marched, 
passing the Choate and Frost houses, continuing 
along the present Somcrville Avenue to Jonathan 
Ireland's house, at the southwest comer of the 
present School Street. None of the inhabitants 
just along there seem to have been disturbed. A 
few rods farther lived Samuel Tufts, on the westerly 
side of the road near the present Laurel Street. He 
was casting bullets in a little hut back of his dwell- 
ing, assisted by his negro, but neither of them heard 
the tread of soldien in the road. But yet m little 
farther along, however, at the northwest ooroer of 
the present Central Street, lived the Widow Rand* 
Slie was distnibed by the nnusaal noise in the lotd, 
and came domn stairs in her nightdotbes to Investi^ 
gate. A hog had been killed for her the day before, 
and she feared a midnight thief. Upon opoiing tiie 
door she saw the soldiers» bat bid behind the ntn^ 
water liogshead until they had passed, and then 
hurried across the road to teU her neighbor IVifts of 
the unusual sight. At first he could not believe the 
stocy, but with bis lantern's aid saw the numy foot^ 
prints in the road, and became convinced. Spring 
ing to his borse^s back he took a short-cut bridle 
path to Cambridge^ there to spread the alarm. 

Then marched the column by Samuel Kent's 
house on the westerly side ol the ipad, at the corner 
of the picsent Garden Court. Kent did not awake. 
Then by the Capen house^ a little farther on the 
easterly side.* No one thoe awakened. Then by 
the HunneweU brothers on the easterly side at the 
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turn of the road. They were both somewhat deal 
and did not hear the military tread. 

The next house is the home of Timothy Tufts, on 
the easterly side of the road, nearly opposite Beech 
Street. Mrs. Tufts heard the soldiers, and saw 
from her bed the gun barrels shining in the moon- 
light. She awakened her husband, and they both 
looked out upon that red-coated column as it halted 
long enough for some of the soldiers to drink at the 
well. 

LlEUTBNANT CoLONEL SmITH's AdvANCB THROUGH 

Cambridge. 

Th<* march was again resumed a few rods farther 
along the Milk Row Road, then wheeled to the left, 
southwesterly, into Cambridge through what Is now 
Beech Street, less than an eighth of a mile in length, 
then wheeled to the right into the Lexington and 
Concord road, toward the northwest.* They were 
then on what is now known as Massachusetts 
Avenue. 

Along this part of Battle Road in Cambridge were 
perhaps captured the first prisoners, Thomas Robins 
and David Harrington, both of Lexington. Robins 
WM carrying milk to Boston in company with Har^ 
lington when tliey reached the vidnity of Menotomjr 
RiycTy the present dividing line between Cambridge 
and Arlington. They were detained and oompelled 
to retam to Leiington with the toldieri, and ideaied 
at the oommenoement of hos^Btiet on the Gommon.' 

* E. C Booth ia th* Somcrriik Journal, Apr9, 1S7S. 
« Pwch tt Birow, MJX, k UOat/tm nk— kJ gpcinr, ft a wifcsii V* 
III* ptp Ml. 
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LnumrAMT Colomil Siiini** Advance tb&ougb 

AmLnroToir. 

Just after crossing the Menotomy River into 
Arlington they passed a house where lived the 
venerable Samuel Whittemore with his sons and 
gnndchildren. Silent as was the march intended 
to be^ it awoke the inmatety and preparations for 
the day eomineiiced. 

The tfoqpe tooii arrnred opposite to the BUck 
Hone Tavern, kept by Mr. Wetheiby. Thus far 
their march had not been heralded other than by 
the flashing li^ta and fleet and tilent metsengera. 
lieutenant Cokniel Smith atitt thought hit little 
army unnoticed, for he rode a little way beyond the 
Tavern, halted hk troops, and aent back an oflicer 
with a file of men to turroond and guard the houae 
while otbert should learch the interior lor members 
of the Rebel Congress whom he thought to be within. 
His surmise was correct, to some extent, for three 
members were there, who^ just awakened by the 
heavy tread, heard the low-voiced commands to 
halt. 

The day before, April 18, the Committee of 
Safety and the CcMnmittee of Supplies had held a 
Joint meeting at the. Tavern, and there were present 
Col. Aior Ome^ CoL Joseph Pakner, CoL William 
Heath, CoL Thomas Gardner, Richard Devens, Abra- 
ham Watson, Capt. Beijamin Whiter and John 
Pigeon, of the Committee of Safety, and David 
Checver, Elbridge Gerry, CoL Charles Lee, and 
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CoL Benjamin Lincoln, of the Coaunittee of Sup- 
plies. At the dose of the meeting most of theoi» 
being near enoogli, had departed for their homes. 
It will be remembered that Ricbard Pevens of 
Cbarlestown departed early eno«igh to meet Revere 
on the Charlettown shore, and acquaint him with 
the movement of the ten British officers riding up 
the road. It will also be recalled that Elbridge 
Gerry had sent from here a messenger to John 
Hancock at Lerington to the tame effect. 

However, there were three members of the two 
oommittees who chose to remain at the Black Horse 
Tavern that night. They were Col. Azor Orae^ 
Elbridge Gerry, and Col. Charles Lee. 

It was not quite 3 o'clock when the slumbers of 
these three men were disturbed by the unusual 
noise in the road, and they went to the windows 
and looked out into the moonlight and down on 
the marching host and its gleaming arms. They 
watched with eager curiosity. Not for a moment 
did they connect themselves individually with the 
movement, but when they heard the command to 
halt, and saw a file of soldiers leave the ranks for the 
Tavern, they were startled, and then it suddenly 
occurred to them that possibly they were the ob- 
jects of those military manoeuvres. They hurried 
down stairs, even clad in their nightclothes as they 
were, and finally sought a safe exit at the rear. It 
is said that Mr. Gerry, in his nervous haste to escape, 
was on the point of opening the front door and 
rushing out that way, but was prevented by the cry 
of the landlord: "For God's sake, don't open that 
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door!" who then conducted the three to the back 
part of the house, and headed them for a field of 
corn stubble. Elbridge Gerry stumbled and fell, 
and cried out to his friend, " Stop, Ome, for me, till 
I can get up. I have hurt myself.'* 

His position, flat on the ground, out of sight 
because of the com stubble, suggested that it would 
be a good hiding place for all, so the three lay prone 
on the ground until the King's troops passed on. 
They returned to the Tavern finally to find that 
the house had indeed been searched for them, very 
ineffectively, for even their personal effects, includ- 
ing Mr. Gerry's gold watch left ticking under his 
pillow, had not been disturbed. The search by the 
soldiers had not been a very thorough one. 

Colonel Lee never recovered from the ill effect 
of his exposure on the damp ground in the night 
air, too thinly clad ai he was, for he died within a 
month.^ 

The march of the British forces under Lieutenant 
G>lonel Smith up to this point was a little over five 
miles, and it was nearly 3 o'clock. He continued 
■ereodlir a little farther, for unknown to him the 
inmates d many houtea that he pasted were aroused 
by the neatnied tread cf his men. 

Solomon Bowman, fieutenant in Cipt. Benjamin 
Locke's company of Minute Men, lived in Menot* 
omy, now Arlington.* He came to the door to 
witness the unusual sight. A soldier, pefoetTing 

> SuBvcl A. SmiUi'i Addrcw at Wm Cambridge. PM* 17. 

I n(iWi<<il>ltiiifato>Uw«nrthcfly<id«clMa<>t^^ i 
417, nearly nwwiw WUmmmm SttMlt Aii^iiM tmt ml VammUt Mbi^ 
pace I4«' 
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him, left the ranks and asked for a drink of water. 
Bowman refused the request, but asked him, "What 
•re you out at this time of night for?** 

The reply of the thirsty soldier was not recorded, 
but whatever it was Bowman readily drew his own 
conclusions, and when the column disappeared up 
the road hastened to call out members of his com- 
pany. They formed at daybreak on the Common.* 

But at the house across the road, with its chimneys 
painted white, the reception was more gracious. A 
Tory lived there, and white chimneys, it has been 
said, indicated the owner's politics.* 

The column halted again briefly in the center of 
the town, and Lieutenant Colonel Smith despatched 
six companies of light infantry under Major Pitcaim 
for the purpose of earlier securing the two bridges 
on the roads just beyond Concord village.' Scarcely 
had he done so when signal guns and alarm bells 
were heard, which indicated a general awakening to 
arms of the Provincials. Smith realized the full 
meaning of those ominous sounds, and from there, 
in Arlington village, promptly sent back to General 
Gage for reinforcements. Fortunate for him that 
he did so, for otherwise the day's climax for his 
force would have been even more disastrous than it 
was. 

His marching soldiers could now hardly expect 
to pass any house unseen. A party of young men 
playing cards even at that late hour in an old shop 

> SuMatMofliiikBaUdaaiilttwiif So«rmibihSaitlk'iildte%fit»il^ 
* IJMliMatOaiDBilSnUirtlUsorti 
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that stood near the road lost their interett in the 
game and gave it up.' 

At the Tuft« Tavern, still standing on the easterly 
side of Massachusetts Avenue, nearly opposite Mt. 
Vernon Street, the soldiers halted, and some of 
them proceeded toward Mr. Tufts's bam. He was 
awake and saw them, and suspected that their 
mission might be the conEscation of his favorite 
white horse. He called for his gun, but his prudent 
wife informed him that it had been loaned. Opening 
the door, however, he addressed a British officer, 
saying, "You are taking ao early ride, sirl** 

"You had better go to bed and get your sleep 
while you can," replied the officer, significantly.' 

At iht comer of the main road and the one lead- 
ing to Windieatery noir FoMtt Street, "At the Foot 
of fsht Rocks," fived • ■hownafcer. A figlit gliiii- 
mefing through the thutteit caught the attentkm 
of an officer, who tent a soldier to isTettigate its 
cause so late in the night. The good wile replied 
that her "old man" was sick and she was ''making 
some heib tea." That eacuse satisfied the officer, 
for the family was left nndistnihed. The "tea" 
was in fact melted pewter plates being ran into 
ballets. When the rap first came at the door the 
old man took to his bed, and hb wife emptied the 
molten pewter into the ashes, where it was readily 
found alter the sokliers had passed on.* It is 

•iMpttoodbfctMtoltWrcudcaceoenvMkrJUMSelMHiwte SmJiWi 
tMnuAUmT.WIkttMmiBpMWiiAil^M^p^iM tsf. 
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probable that ere night some of the leaden tea had 
hardened into leaden fruit, and wai vaed for other 
than medicinal purposes. 

In the next house, still standing (1921) and num- 
bered 1 193 Massachusetts Avenue, lived Capt* 
Benjamin Locke. He looked out and saw the 
marching Red Coats, and knew what their miMiom 
was. He lost no time in arousing such of hia com- 
mand as lived in that neighborhood. 

The British continued along the main road, which 
at that time ran up the hill westerly from Captain 
Locke's homC) and is now called Appleton Street, into 
Paul Revere Road, and out again into the present 
Massachusetts Avenue. At that time there was no 
highway between the extreme ends of these two. 

Through the rest of Arlington the march was 
uneventful, save the capture of the scouts sent out 
from Lexington, who were so neatly ambushed and 
taken. As we have seen, they were permitted to 
come down the road passing a few soldiers who were 
out in advance, and who secreted themselves when 
an approaching horseman was heard. After the 
unfortunate scout had passed into the stretch of 
road bounded by the advance guard and the main 
body he was not permitted to return to Lexington. 

Two men from Woburn, Asahel Porter and Josiah 
Richardson, were thus captured. It has been 
stated that they were on their way to the Boston 
market. If they lived in that part of Woburn 
which adjoins Lexington, then their natural journey 
would have been into Lexington, and thence through 
Arlington and Cambridge. But it may be that they 
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were scouting simply, for they were on horseback, 
and therefore without any apparent market business. 
They were compelled to dismount, their horses 
taken, and then forced to walk along as prisoners. 
Reaching the Common in Lexington they were both 
released by their kindly disposed guard, with the 
particular understanding that they were to walk, 
not run, away. Richardson accepted those condi- 
tions, carried them out and so escaped. But Porter, 
once over Rufus Merriam's garden wall, twenty 
rods away from his captors, started into a run. 
Some other soldier than his guard saw him, and 
evidently thinking that a prisoner was escaping, 
promptly shot him through the body. Those cap- 
tures were probably made in Arlington, and not far 
from the LexingtQn boundary line. 

LncOTSKAHT GofjomiL Sioth's AmrAKCs ihtq 

Lbxiiigion* 

It must have been just over the line into Lexing- 
ton that the young man, Simon Winship, was met. 
He was on horseback, unarmed, and passing along 
in a peaceable manner, when he was halted and 
ordered to dismount. He questioned their right to 
treat him in that manner, but for answer they forced 
him from his horse and compelled him to march on 
foot in their midst. They asked him if he had been 
out warning the Minute Men, to which he replied 
that he had not, but that he wis letuming home to 
his father's. He was kept as a prisoner mtil their 
arrived at Lexington Cbmmon, two and one-hdf 
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miles, where he was compelled to witness the shoot- 
ing of his fellow townsmen. 

Half a mile farther along, and about two miles 
from Lexington Common, Benjamin Wellington, one 
of Captain Parker's company of Minute Men, was 
captured. This took place very nearly at the corner 
of Massachusetts Avenue and Pleasant Street. 
Wellington was armed and on his way from home 
on Pleasant Street to join his company. Thus it is 
claimed, and rightly, that he was the first belligerent 
or armed man captured by the British. But for 
some reason he was allowed to depart, not toward 
the Common, but for home. His gun was not re- 
turned to him, however. He started toward home, 
but when out of their sight turned and passed north- 
erly along the crest of the hills, parallel to the 
highway, and reached the Common just after Capt. 
Thaddeus Bowman, but ahead of the British. 

T^E Opbning Battle on Lbximgton Comfoir. 

The six companies of light infantry under com- 
mand of Major Pitcairn were now considerably in 
advance of the main body under Smith, and up the 
road somewhat farther than the present high school 
building, even farther along than where the Wobum 
Road, now Wobum Street, turns o£F to the eastward. 
When still nearer Lexington Common, within about 
one hundred rods of it, they heard the beating of a 
drum by William Diamond, drummer in Captain 
Parker's company. It wit the summons for that 
little fitiidl to assemble across the pathway of an 
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invading army. Major Pitcaim accepted it as a 
challenge, and promptly ordered his soldiers to halt 
and load their muskets,^ and then to march on the 
double quick for Lexington G>mmon.* 

Capt. John Parker's company numbered, all told, 
144 men, 77 of whom answered to the call at day- 
break, April 19. It will be remembered that Paul 
Revere did not reach Lexington with his message of 
alarm until midnight. Many of the Minute Men 
Kved too remote to be to quickly summoned. Cap- 
tain Parker^t home wts over two miles away, in the 
•ovthwesterly part of the town, near the Waltliam 
line. He wis called at about i o'dock,* and stood 
on the Common before 2 o'clock with such of hit 
men at had then assembled. We have seen hoir 
they answered the roll call and then dispersed to be 
widun call of the drum, as the night waa chilly. 
Those who lived ni6u went home, and those who 
lived too far away to quickly go and come repaired 
to Buckman's Tavern, close at hand. 

Captain Parker has been described by his grand- 
son, Theodore Ptoker, the celebrated Unitarian 
preadier, as being ''a great, tall man, with a large 
head, and a high, wide brow.'* His great grand- 
daug^iter, Elizabeth S. Parker, has described lum as 
stout, large-framed, medium height, like Rev. 
Theodore Parker, but with a longer face.' We can 

t DHadiiaBafWB.MiHakwhBitMHthfttkiHnraib(MMMBeHlildnMdi 

jf up p cii hf the aoUiert whea loiAl^ 

a I>ipotitio> of Williui.lAMa^ ladtiM • ■UiMMst to lua bf • Bcitkk 

• Dcpontka of Capt. John Parker. 

• Artkle by EliMhth 8. Parbr in l^n'mftm UiMarical Socktjr.PracMduita, 
Vol I. |MI« 47* 



NAMES OF THE SEVENTY-SEVEN MEN 
OF CAPTAIN JOHN PARKER S COMPANY 

Who were in the forfy morning gngagfwunt on 
Lfxinglan Common^ April /p, iff$ 



OFFICERS 



Captain JOHN PARKER 

LuuUnant WILLIAM TIDD 

BlUign ROBERT MUNROE, KILLED 



CUrk DANIEL HAMUNCTON 
(Marly Stitf, WILUAM MUNKOB 



Cortforal JOEL VILES 

Corporal SAKfUEL SANDERSON 

Corporal JOHN MUNROE 

WILLIAM MAMOMD 
Flfm JOKATHAN HAMUNCTON 



PRIVATES 



EBENEZER BOWMAN 
JOHN BRIDGE, JR. 
JAMBS BROWN 
JOHN BROWN, MUjn 
SOLOMON BROWN 
JOHN CHANTDLER 
JOHN CHANDLER, JR. 
JOSEPH OOMEE, 



tlSTrn IN CAPTAIN 
PANY, APRIL 19 

ISAAC DURANT 



CATTAIN 



NATHANIEL FARMER. 
ISAAC GREEN 
WILLIAM GRIMES 
CALEB HARRINGTON, KlLLBO 
JOHN HAMUNCTON 
JONATHAN HARRINGTON, "jIU'* 

KILLEO (son op HBNRY. BUT KNOWN 
A* A "jtMMR" AT THAT TMB) 



MOSES HARRINGTON, JRO. 
MOSES HARRINGTON. JR. 
IHADDBUg HARRtNCTON 
THOMAS HARRINGTON 
ISAAC HASTINGS 
SAMUEL HASTrNCS 
SAMUEL HADLEY, KILLED 
THOMAS HADLEY, JR. 

MICAH HACAR 

AMOS * LOCK 

BENJAMJN LOCK 
EBENEZER LOCK 



MUNROe, JR. CSON OF 

JOI4AS, BUT KNOWN AS A 
AT THAT time), WOUNDED 

JEDEDIAH MUNROE, WOUNDBD 
JOHN MUNROB, JR. 
NATHAN MUNROB 

WILLIAM MUNROE, ')IU>. 
NATHANIEL MULLIKEN 



ISAAC MUZZY, KILLED 
JOHN MUZZY 
JONAS PAMCBII. tOUBD 
JONAS PAMCBR. JR. 
NAIHAMBL PARKHURST 
SOLOMON PIERCE, woondcd 
ASAHEL PORTER, KILLED, unarmed. 
GtAO BBBN TAKBN PKISONBR, RELBASeD, 

■w mtat AM m was rmmn w o away) 

JOSHUA SBBD 

JOSHUA REEO, JR. 
NATHAN REED 
JOHN ROBBINS, woUNOeo 
PHILLIP MMSBLL 
■BiqAMIN SAMPSON 
JOSHUA SMONDS 

72 fa) all not counting P 



JOHN SMITH 

PHINEAS SMITH 

SniBON SNOW 

miNBAS SISASNS 

JONAS STONE. JR. 

JOHN TIDD, WOUNOBD 

SAMUEL TIDD 

JOSEPH UNDERWOOD 

BBHIAMIH WBU.INSTON 

BNOCH WELLINGTON 

JOHN WINSHIP 

THOMAS WINSHIP, wounded 

SYLVANUS WOOD, of captain walkek's 

wowMN ooMMiinr. iMuam m cav» 

TAIN fRRKBR'S OOMMMT, AfRIL 
JAMBS WYMAN 

ter. who was not fa) Une 



NAMES OF THE EIGHT MEN OF CAPTAIN 
JOHN PARKER S COMPANY 

fFho returned the British Fire in the early morning 
engagement on Lexington Common 



WlLUAM TIDD • NATHAN MUNROB 

Ctrponi JOHN MUNROB JONAS PAMCBR, Riuao 

SOLOMON BROWN BBNIAMIN SAMPSON 

EBENEZER LOCK 

EBENEZER MUNROE, WOUNDED (son 
OP JONAS. Mir KNOWN AS A **JUNK«'" 
AT THAT TM^ 
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imagine him as a serious and prudent man, with a 
quiet, yet firm courage. 

Two men from Wobum had just arrived, and it 
was then a little before 5 o'clock. They were 
Sylvanus Wood and Robert Douglass. They had 
come about three miles, having heard the ringing of 
the bell in the Old Belfry, which stood near the 
church on the Common. As Wood came up he 
approached Captain Parker and inquired the news. 
Parker replied that he did not know what to believe, 
for half an hour before a messenger had returned 
with the assurance that no British were on the way. 
While talking, another messenger, Capt. Thaddeus 
Bowman, rode up with the startling announcement 
that the British were within half a mile. They were 
nearer than that — not even dgwn the road at far 
as Wobum Street. 

Captain Parker then ordered his drummer, Wil- 
liam Diamond,* to beat to arms. The Minute Men 
assembled from their homes and from the Buckman 
Tavern. They were but few, so few, indeed, that he 
turned to Wood and begged him to join their ranks. 
Wood consented. Parker asked him if his young 
companion, meaning Robert Douglass, would also 
join. And Douglass also enlisted into Captain 
Parker't company. These two were indeed brave, 
for the danger was really then and there. 

> "WaBMH DiiBwod. Died Jttif »»» iSaS. Aftd 7).** iMaiptiwi oa km 
inwRBBV ml wnrawb 1^ n. dot wm n BomiB uidm^ mpa. sj* lyiQ* 

•peakinf of him at Icrpth ai the drummer in Captaia Puka't company. Stc 
aho tlM dcpoMtkn o< Sr^MM Wood wbo uUed him WaiiM DioK^ Sm«1m» 
Hit olOifttJa P)Mfc«^ M pif ta B w i t wd ft Oh/6» m Ad—. Hidnniii 
now (1921) io poMcwkM of tb« Lcxinctoo Hlitorical SodMft MF ^ MM 
hf th« iatanttad viiilior at tht HaacocbOarlw Uoom. 



Ou> Bti.r»T on LsxLnioToii Commoii. 
Dmrajed bjr a file ia 1900. A rtpCca now •Uadinc aar tlw Conmoa. 
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The Minute Men gathered around their captain 
in the middle of the road, about half way between 
the nwettng house and the Tavern. The meeting 
house then stood where the heroic statue of a Minute 
Man in bronze now ttandt. The Tavern it atill 
standing (1921). 

Parker then said: Every man of you who is 
equipped) follow me; and those of you who are not 
equipped) go into tlie meeting house and furnish 
yourselvct from the magazine, and immediately join 
the company."^ Joseph Comee, Caleb Harrington, 
and Joshua Simonds then went into the meeting 
house to comply with the Captain's command. 

Then Parker led those who were equipped to 
the northerly end of the Common, where they 
formed in single line. Sylvanus Wood stepped 
from the ranks long enough to count them, and 
has left his sworn statement that there were 
thirty-eight, "and no more,"^ meaning in that 
first line formed. 

In the brief moments which followed others were 
hastening to join the ranks, aiid as they arrived 
Orderly Sergt. William Munroe attempted to form 
them into a second line, and partially succeeded.* 
Even later still a few more reached the Common, 
and were back to the British as they wheeled grandly 
around the easterly end of the meeting house and at 
last stood on Lexington Common.* • Captain Parker's 
entire force then numbered 77 men, ununiformed, 

: * Dcpocitioa of Sr>T>Bai Wood. 
> DipiMitino<WiUiMiMimnM. 
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scantily armed, poorly disdpfined, pitifully few as 
compared with the 400 of the British. 

It is no wonder that one Minute Man exclaimed: 
"There arc so few of us it is folly to stand here.** 

Captain Parker heard the remark, and answered, 
"The first man who offers to run shall be shot down."* 

On came the British, almost on the run,' the light 
oompanies of tlie loth Regiment in advance.* At 
their head rode Maj. John Pitcaim and two other 
mcNnited officert*^ 

"Sttnd your groundl^ eadaimed Pkrlnr; "don't 
fife unlets fired npon. But if they wnnt to lunre m 
w»r let it begb liefel*** 

Major Fftcaim galloped up to within tiz rodt of 
Captain Parker't foranoet line^ and eadaimed: ^Lay 
down your arms, yon damned icMa, and ditpeiae.'* 

Captain Parker, teeing the utter hopel ct tn e tt of 
armed resistance, gave the order to ditperte and not 
to fire.* He did not, however, Older hit men to lay 
down their armt. * Evidently Pitcaim withed to 
ditarm them, lor while thqr were dnperting he 
thottted again: "Damn yon, why don't yon lay 
down your armt? 

> DtpotMoMoflldbvtDidiitiMtuidorjoMpbUadcnMod. 

* DepoaMoa ol WiBun Drajw. 

$^ $?• 

* E>epotttiona oi Thoaui FtMend«o and of John Robblna. 

• WImb thk MOM WM re-cMctBd m iSm, WilBm Mwuoc, ardcdy tofnat 
wte Pkrte that waetakm»'ttpm»tA tht vai* af CiyidB Avte aa dbaaa 

quoted, and added: "Tbem arc the ray word* that Captain Parker taid." Re- 

they b«Kin fir it." See Revere't Narratim 

• Destrntkm <d CapL Joka Pwkir. 
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But no answer came back, and each one of Captain 
Parker's little band retiring from the field carried his 
gun with him. 

Then one of the other mounted officers, about two 
rods behind Pitcairn, name unknown, brandished his 
sword and the Regulars huzzaed in unison. He then 
pointed his pistol toward the Minute Men and fired.^ 

Pitcairn was back to that officer, so did not see 
him fire. He heard the discharge, and easily might 
have mistaken it as coming from an enemy, for he 
had not authorized it himself.' Furious with pas- 
sion he gave the order: "Fiiel** 

There was heiitatioii to ob^ from hit men, for 
he repeated: ''Rre, damn you, fireP'* 

The first platoon of eight or nine men then fired, 
evidently over the heads of the Minute Men, lor 
none were Ulkd or wounded.* Pitcairn saw the 
efiiects of ^t volley and realized that his men did 
not aim to kiH . Then came his next order: ^'G— d 
d — ^n you, fire a$ theml*** 

The second volley surely was fired to kill. 

John Munroe, one of the Munute Men in line, 

> Depo«itk>o of TlwiiiM FcMcsdeau 

* Tbc Eaciwh oooteodcm it that the Amerkaaa Sred Ant. See fetter ol W. S. 
Emiira, who wu with Pwqrt D* Btnknf* Agomm, tad Uwifiaat Cdwri 
Snilii i ' t Rcpoct. It MMM to flw of bvt Kiric flMMst m to wIm tni Snt. T%s 
eonndl of war, coovened by General Gage, Apnl 18, wherein it waa determined 
to aufch oat aad dc*tro|r tht pvbBe Mont of hlimchimtu, «m the fint real 
hoMBt Ml, and eooU odHr had to «w. Major PItcaim lua daalad that ha a»> 

thorized that firtt tbot. I believe bitn to have been gruS and profane, but hoocst. 



bravi^ aad fattbfal to hia Kiac. He died iron woonda received ia the Battk ol 
BaalarHBi 



• I>epot;tioni of William Draper, of William M.inroe, of Skaoa WH^ItI >f 
Joba hlwuroe, and of Jpha Bafman, a Britiah aoUicr. 




' MaMtc^pi NHiailn of Lni 
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thought that the first volley was nothing but pow- 
der, and so remarked to Ebcnezcr Munroe, who 
stood next to him. But as the second volley came 
quickly and with fatal effect the latter answered 
that something more than powder was being used, 
for he had received a wound in his arm, and, he 
added, "I'll give them the guts of my gun."* 

These two Munrocs then deliberately fired at the 
British, though the smoke from the latter's guns 
prevented a deliberate and careful aim.* John 
Munroe, after retreating about ten rods, loaded a 
second time, with two balls, and fired, but the 
charge was too heavy, and he lost about a foot from 
the muzKle end of his gun.* 

Jonas Parker, cousin to the Captain, was mortally 
woimded tluougli tlie body* from tlie seoQiid voUey, 
but bftving sufficknt ttfcngth fifed in letnm. He 
had but just uttered hit detenninatioii not to run, 
and had phced hie hat on the ground at hie feet, 
and in it put hie bullete and extra flinte. The 
Britieh bullet in hie body caused him to einlc to hie 
kneee, but he heroically endeaTored to reload. He 
could not before the advancing enemy were upon 
him, and one of them ended hie eufferinge with a 
bayonet thruet.* Hie death wae eepeciatty heroic 
and epectacular, ae hie company had retired, leaving 
him akme to face the invaders. 

Jonathan Harrington, Jr., wae mortal^ wounded, 
but etaggered toward hie himie, on the northerly end 



* Maau«cnpt N»rr*Uve of Levi HArrioctoo, aaJ ^VMUoaof JcteMMHWb 

• MwiMcripcNamtivaof LnriHtfriBtMB. 
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ol the Common. He fell before reaching there, 
struggled to his feet again, and staggered almost to 
his own door, where he expired, just as his wife 
rushed to meet him. He fell near the baniy then 
standing in what is now Bedford Street.^ 

Ensign Robert Munroe was killed while attempting 
to escape. He was just at the edge of the G>mmon, 
by the wall at Merriam's bam.^ His daughter Anna, 
wife of Daniel Harrington, who lived at the northerly- 
end of the Common, must have seen the tragedy, as 
must have also his two sons, Ebenezer and John, and 
his two sons-in-law, Daniel Harrington and Lieuten- 
ant Tidd, all four in line with Captain Parker. 

When Parker directed such of his force as were 
without ammunition to proceed into the meeting 
house near by, and supply themselves from the 
town's stock, as we have written, Joseph Comec, 
Caleb Harrington, and Joshua Simonds entered the 
sacred edifice for that purpose. Simonds succeeded 
in getting down from the upper loft to the first 
balcony two quarter casks of powder, and had re- 
moved the head from one.* The op>ening volley, 
but a few rods away, indicated to him that hostilities 
had commenced. He expected to meet his fate. 
Pointing his gun to the open cask he resolved to 
blow up the meeting house, himself and his enemies 
rather than to have them enter and capture him.* 
Comee and Harrington attempted to escape, and 
were running from the westerly end of the meeting 
house, when the former was wounded in the arm, 

* iluMeript Namthr* of Levi Htfriattoo. 

* fUaae|r'«Hatta(7o(llwB*ttk«f LniMtoB. 
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and the latter shot and instantly killed.^ Comee 
made his way to the Marrctt Munroe house, passed 
through it and out of the back door, and escaped 
over the hill at the rear. 

Then with savage ferocity the British rushed on, 
hunting down the fleeing Minute Men as they at- 
tempted to escape in all directions. A mounted 
officer, supposed to be Pitcaim, pursued Lieut. 
William Tidd up the North Road (now Hancock 
Street) about thirty rods, calling out to him; "Damn 
you, stop, or you are a dead man!" 

Thereupon Tidd leaped over a pair of bars, made 
a stand and discharged his gun at his pursuer, who 
then retreated to the main body.* 

Solomon Brown was not idle. Though not in line 
with Captain Parker's men, he was an active par- 
ticipant. After their second volley he opened fire 
from the back door ol Buckmaii't Tavern, and 
then, in order to get a better ibot, pataed through 
to the front door and fired from tlieiv. Hie Britiah 
retaliaied with a retiini voOejr, and the bullet hcte 
in the old building ttill voudi for it. John Bud^ 
man, the bndlord, remonttrated with Brown against 
having his house used as a fort, so the hitter took 
a new position, lying down behind a neighboring 
stone waU back of the bam, and opened fire again.* 

* MaauKfipt Narrative of Leri Harringtoa. 

• Depoaitiooa of William Tidd !■ llM* •ad with otktn. April as> t77S> 

» M'lM Mary Merriam. ninety yean of age ia 1887, reported to Edward P. 
Blia* tlut (he had heard her father (ay (and he was thirtcca year* old when thm 
btltllt look place) that on tlut mombg Knae who would not tlMld ap for thrfr 
eoantry believed the Britiah would not fire oo lAm. They were at the Tavrrn. 
Tka Britiali ired on them, however, aod tiMy proaipdy retreated to the cellar and 
atde. Bdvaai P. BB» to Uaiapam Mhmk J Socfa^, Pwi miffing YdL U 




Tidd Howw oa North Hancock Street Lexinctoo. Demoliabfld ia t%9t. 
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The British again responded. Their leaden bullets 
spattered against the wall, and from their impact 
little clouds of stone dust like smoke told a witness 
where they struck.' Brown's aim was at an officer 
and group of soldiers, and subsequently Abijah 
Harrington saw a pool of blood on the ground 
where they stood.' 

John Brown and Samuel Hadley were killed on 
the edge of the swamp, a little way to the north of 
the Common. They were retreating, but not be- 
yond the reach of their pursuers' bullets.* 

Asahel Porter, unarmed, non-combatant, and who 
had been brought up from Menotomy with Josiah 
Richardson as prisoners, was killed a few rods over 
the wall in Buckman's garden, to the eastward of the 
Tavern. He had been liberated with other prisoners, 
and had been cautioned not to run, but walk away. 
After walking a little distance he felt impelled to 
run, and was pursued by a British bullet, with fatal 
cflFcct. Richardson walked away, and safely escaped. 

The work of the British on Lexington Common, 
occupying less than half an hour, was now finished. 
Their casualties were slight, one man of the loth 
Regiment wounded in the thigh, another in the hand, 
and Major Pitcairn's horse shot in two places.* 

> DcpotiUoM o< Waiiaa Munroc, Minute Man, and ol EUiah Snndcnoo, tpte* 
tntor. AlMMatHMMof lhihtMOTi«,fp«ciMar,dmiiUiiUriMthrMn 
to Rev. A. B. Muzxey. Young Merriam overheard Buckman'i remomtrance. 
Muney 't Battk ol I .riintton, PM* 6, KfMOKniH Namthrt of Levi Hvrincujo. 

• MiMMalptNimiif«efU*iRiMriB|iMt Dtporftkaaf AbQikllMifaiM. 

• Manntcrtpt Narrative of Levi HantagMW vhflw l w W f> tmmKmdf IMM 
tb«m Jobn Parker and Isaac Hadkjr. 

• A BiiiiA <Mkv fa BoMw k ITTSI D« B«aM AccoHt; lt«OftW 

lAaiM'aDcpoHtkik 
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The killing of the Minute Men, had, however, 
wrought the rank and file up to a frenzied pitch of 
excitement, to much to that the officert had difficulty 
in forming them into line again.^ They succeeded 
thoagh. In the meantime the main body under 
licMtenant Colonel Smith arrived, and idien they 
wm in in marching order « voUey wit fired ind 
ImsM tlMNited IS in expietfion of victofyy ind tlien 
they prooeeded on thdr way.* Jutt then tlie too 
roie on tliit new field of bitde.' 

Again the fife ind dmniy it first hinh ind lood, 
edioed igiinst the ndghboring hills; then fiinter 
ind ItinteTy is the troops mirched up and over the 
smnmit of Conoord Hiil» 1 mile iway. 

And when they were indeed gone, the men ind 
women ind diildren of Lexington came forth from 
their hiding places and looked upon the scene. We 
of tihdiy hive never seen <mr Common is they siw 
it — its torf torn hy horses' hoofe, ind clotted here 
ind there with hnmin blood; prostrate figures of 
ment some with faces opwiid to the sky, others 
with theirs smothered helplessly in the dust. One 
migiit ilniost think they were isleep^ 

Such WIS the fiilfilment of their solemn pledge, thit 
thqr stood reidy to sicrtfice **everyAini inur in /jf#, 
l^i Ibwif, tis iupport iki cemnien eause,**^ 

Strong and willing arms then bore all of those 
precious dead into the house of God. And we can 

' A IrtSrfb Oncv h Bombb is tyyf. 

• RcT. JoBU Gark«, u «)rcw{tac« of thk incideat. 

• At. 1.19 KM, Artwo^kal Diuy uid Alaaaack for 177s, bjr Nathaaicl 
Lmt. 

• From • patnotk rraotutton puMd k town DMCtlaff Ik DNMI^bw. lyft. 
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imagiiic m they came forth that their facet were 
turned toward Concord Hill, shining with a patriot's 
full meaning. We can go with them through the 
day, as they jdn the men of Acton, of Concord, — 
men from all over Middlesex and Essex and Norfolk 
ooimtieti who also stood so ready to defend the 
Qommoii cause, yea, even with life itself I 

Tile dead on or near Lexington Common were 
Jonas Parker, Jonathan Harrington, Jr., Ensign 
Robert Munroe, Isaac Muzzy, John Brown, Samuel 
Hadley, Caleb Harrington, and Asahel Porter. The 
wounded were John Robbins, whose jaw bone was 
shattered and right arm rendered useless;' Solomon 
Pierce; John Tidd, sabre cut on his head by a 
British officer;* Joseph Comec, on his arm;* Ebcnezer 
Munroe, Jr., on his arm;' Thomas Winship; Na- 
thaniel Farmer; Prince Estabrook (colored); and 
Jedediah Munroe (who was killed later in the day). 

Hardly had the soldiers of King George reached 
the summit of Concord Hill, a mile away, ere strag- 
glers, wearing the same uniform, were seen coming 
up the road, apparently without fear or guile. 
There were five in all, but as they came singly or in 
twos, were not looked upon as dangerous belliger- 
ents. Joshua Simonds emerging from the meeting 
house captured the first one, took his gun away, and 
gave it to Captain Parker.* Deacon Benjamin 

« Hk dcpoMtiaa April H, ITTS* aad liMMftwim SoMil ami 8»ikn d tW 
Revdatkaary War. 

• Miamcript Waiwrtiw cf Lwi Hwrtf^tM, 

• HkdapotitkM. 

• Tbia rn dcaccDded to kia (raadaoa. Rav. HModore Parker, who (avc it to 
tke Sutc of MaaMctettta. lln<|pii tmUk li liilistw Mnprtttl Sodtiy 
Flio c»»diB i» V«L II, 9am MS> 
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Biowii captiifed one' Joshua Reed of Wobum 
captnred one, took away hit gun and otiier warlike 
equipnienu and tunifid him over to James Reed of 
Builmgton,* then caUed Wobnm Frednct. Two 
more were taken on or near the Common, and their 
armiy oi those of two BritonSi at all eventSy carried 
into Bnckman Tavern hy Ebenczer Munioe and 
later given to Minnte Men who had none of thdr 
own.* 

Another i»iiianer» the sixths was captured by 
Sj^vanut Wood of Wobum, the man who joined 
Captain Paikei^s company and stood in line to 
receive the fiist volley as the British marched into 
sight. When they marched away he followed on, 
up over Concord and Fiske WXU. Arriving at a 
turn in the road, beyond the latter, he came unex- 
pectedly upon a soldier who for some good reason 
had dropped out of the ranks. He was seated at 
the roadside, and his gun leaned at rest beyond his 
reacL Wood was a little man, about five feet ull, 
but laige in valor, so he demanded the surrender of 
his enemy. Helpless as he was he could only 
comply, and Wood marched him back to Lexington 
Common and placed him in the chaige of a Mr. 
Wel8h.« 

This prisoner also was captured in Lexington, at 

' PuinriiiM nf HUjA llili^w 

* PjpaiitioB of Jaron Rc«<L 

• D^MiliM ol Ebcaczer Mmotb 

«lft.V«Mrte9mkrU«M4Bi«ii^m4Sa ■fM.aaMteaf 

OwfrcM ia 1816, Mcsred a pctxioa of per year for Wood. Once, when the 
latter WM b Wuhhttaa, 1m blnxkiced him to Prcaidcat Jackaoo. Sm ako tba 
W0iBKf 9t Wrtfcwb tf t unt, w aJ wi tb tybt—tk» ham WwJP* tern, 
Aho Ml «• 4«oMw of WiMl. 
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the bluff near the Bull Tavern, later kept by Mr. 
Viles. It stood not far from the Lincoln line. He 
and four of the others taken on Lexington Common 
were escorted to James Reed's in Burlington by 
Thomas R. Willard, WUUam Munroe, and £. Wdth.^ 

LHUTBNAMT COLOMBL SMITH'S ASYANCB TBILOVGB 

Lnrcour. 

Tlie maich d the Britith from Lexugton Cbminoii 
to the Lmooln line, and thence through the town of 
Linoohi and into Concord to Meriam't Cbrneri a 
distance ol a little over five miles, was' without un- 
usual incidents. That part d Lincoln through which 
they passed is the edge of the town, and then, as 
now, but sparsely settled. The village of Lincoln 
is considerably to the westward, fortunately, and 
thus most of the mhabttants were too remote for 
insult or more serious trouble. Hie men of Lincoln, 
however, were not unmindful of the enemy's move- 
ments, as we shall see later on. In the woods that 
bordered the highway the British saw some of 
them,* but not in sufficient number, evidently, to 
oppose their advance. 

LiBXJTBNANT COLONEL SlirrH's AdVARCB IMTO 

CoNcoao. 

From Meriam's Corner in Concord to the center 
of Concord village is about a mile and a quarter. 
From the Comer, and on the northerly side of the 

• DVCMition of E. WelUu 

• DvpMitioo of Lieut. Edward Tboratoo Goold, a Britiali pnaoMr. 
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loady cxunmeiices a line ol hillt riaaag fiin7 aizly 
feety^ or more above the loedy wbich tktrti akmg 
their edget, and perhape an eighth of a mile £romy 
and iMurallel to» their tnmmitt. The. ridge oom- 
mandt verjr eatUf and nicely the road lor the entire 
distance, and was looked upon by both ridet at a 
detirable place to occupy, dpt. Nathan Banett 
and his company ol Concord militia had occupied 
that part of it near the meeting house from about an 
hour after sunrise, for they had received the intelli- 
gence of the killing of six Americans at Leiington.* 
Capt. George Minot and hb company of hGnute 
Men assembled theie alsa* Farther along the 
ridge, toward Meriam's Comer, other Americans 
had taken position,^ probably as mdividuals. It was 
about two hours after sunrise when the enemy came 
into sight.* 

As Ueutenant Colonel Smith came mto view ol 
this location he saw the body of provincials along 
the ridge, snd quicUy decided to dislodge them. 
The light infantry were ordered to that work, and 
they succeeded in forcing the Americans back to 
the village. The grenadiers continued along the 
road, driving before them Capt. David Brown's 
company of Concord Minute Men who had marched 
up from the village as far as Meriam's Comer on a 
scouting trip. When the British were seen descend- 
ing from the hills of Lincoln Brown's company halted, 

t Uahad SutM GMlegieal Smmr* 1S8& 

• DcpoihioB o( Capt Nathan Bamtt MMllflM OlhH^ ll of CDMldi 

• Diarr of Rev. William Emcnoa. 

« DepoMtkm of Licot. Edwafd Thoratm Gould, Britfak 
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and when the enemy came within about one hun- 
dred rods wheeled about and marched back to the 
village. The fifes and drums of both forces were 
playing.^ 

On the hill not far from the village stood the 
Liberty Pole, from the summit of which some kind 
of a flag was flying. The British cut it down.* 

It was between 7 and 8 o'clock when the enemy 
reached Concord village.' The march from Lex- 
ington must have been a steady one, without inter- 
ruption. The distance is about six and a quarter 
miles and the elapsed time about two hours. The 
entire distance from Lechmere Point is about seven- 
teen miles, sufficiently long, even thus far, to exhaust 
many of the soldiers. Adding to the length of the 
march, their loss of sleep before starting, and the 
excitement on Lexington Common, it is easy to 
imagine that a few halts for rest were allowed, 
though anxiety to accomplish their errand would 
not permit of unnecessary delays. 

Their advance into Concord village compelled the 
Americans to move along to an adjoining hill just 
to the northward, which they subsequently alNUi- 
doned and marched atill farther along, passing over 
the North Bridge and taldiis « stronger poeition oo 
Pnnkatasaet HSU whose tiimiiilt b ioXtf two hundred 
feet' higher than Concord River, and perhaps- half a 

* C»pt» Amo» Barrett'* Acoooa^ who wu pmeat m a mcabcr of Bnnra't 
cofliS'MSr* 

* A Brititll Officer !d Bo«ton in 177$. 

■ Di B«rakre, xht British •utbority who WM preaeat. tutca the time m beiat 
Utwto 9 and 10 o'clock, b«t I Ibllov CqiCab Bamtt aad tfMB oti«t «ho 
•tate, in their depo«ittoa. that h wat abovt tVO koofl altar MHiMk 

* Uaitcd Sutct Gcotofical Samf, tUt, 
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mile from the Bridge, and rather more than a mile 
from the village itself. It was their third potttion, 
and then about 8 o'clock in the morning.' 

Reaching Concord village Lieutenant Colonel 
Smith proceeded at once to carry out the plan of 
his expedition, namely, the destruction of the mili- 
tary storea. Ensign De Bernicre acted as guide to 
where they could be found, for he had been one of 
the spies sent out by General Gage for the express 
purpose of locating them. 

Smith found but few people in the village, for 
the able-bodied men were with their companies, and 
many of the non-combatants had considered other 
places more secure. Some, however, remained, and 
the British officers labored to convince them that no 
bodily harm was intended. 

Pitcaim was especially active in that diplomatic 
work, but insisting all the time that their doors must 
be unlocked that the soldiers might search their 
premises. Many would not submit peaceably to 
such an indignity, and one of those old men of 
Concord had the courage to strike Maj. John Pit- 
caim in the presence of the King's soldiers.' We 
can imagine this incident happened before that 
doughty officer entered Wright Tavern and called 
lor liquor, into wliidi lie plunged hit finger to stir 
the sweetening. Some of the precioiit fluid sloi^»ed 
ovcTy wluch he likened to the way Yankee blood 
•hoQU apin ere nightfall, — a remark possibly in- 
spired hf hit overwrou ght feelings at the ailroiit. 

* Fradark HmImw ia Huptx't M>g»ii»«, Jkfajr, 1S75. 




Digitized by Google 



THB BATTLB OP APRIL I9, 1 775. 



77 



The aged Conoord patriot was not piiiiialied» how^ 
ever. 

Capt. Lawrence Panoot of the loth Regiment, 
with six light companies^ was immediately dcspatclied 
for the North Bridge, distant three-quarters of a 
mile. There he left Capt. Walter Sbane Lawrie of 
the 43d Regiment with three of the companies for 
guard duty, while he proceeded with the other three 
companies, guided by Ensign De Bemicre, over the 
bridge and up the left bank of the Concord River 
and its northerly branch, the Assabet River, to the 
home of Colonel Barrett,' almoet two miiet from the 
Bridge.* 

Captain Lawrie, arriving near the Bridge, as- 
signed one company of the 43d Regiment to the 
Bridge itself, one of the loth Regiment to a near-by 
hill, and one of the 4th or King's Own Regiment to 
another hill a quarter of a mile farther away,' so 
arranged as to be within supporting distance of each 
other.* 

After the six companies under Parsons had de- 
parted, Lieutenant Colonel Smith sent Captain 
Mundy Pole of the loth Regiment with a force 
toward the South Bridge, incidentally for guard 
duty there, and in particular to destroy such military 
stores as they might find.* The distance from the 
village to the Bridge is almost a mile.* They went 

* DeBeniimuKlEditar'tN«ttl»DiM7ai«arilMk(MkiR 

* III milet.tob«ciaet 

■ Editor'tNoUaiABrituhOfficerteB0MMliinS»aa"9MlllMafljHk 
£d«wd ThoniM GoddL BritMi «AMr fNMM. 
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a little beyond, to the homes of Amos and Ephraim 
Wood, in the vicinity of Lee's Hill/ its older name, 
but now known as Nashawtuck. 

Within the village the British were very active in 
their search for the military supplies. Public 
buildings, stores, and private dwellings were alike 
examined. At the malt house of Ebenezer Hub- 
bard a considerable quantity of flour was discovered, 
and the end boards of the building were pulled off, 
that the barrels might the easier and faster be rolled 
out into the road, where they were broken open and 
the contents mixed with the dust.' At the store- 
house of Timothy Wheeler another lot of flour was 
found, which the miller, by a little artifice, saved. 
It was indeed public property, but Wheeler, placing 
his hand upon the bags of meal, one after another, 
and which stood with the flour, assured the soldiers 
that he was a miller, and that they were his. 

They were oonsidermte enough to spare his pei^ 
sonal property, and included the ilonr.' 

At the neighboring grist niH several barrels were 
seized and rolled to or into the mill pond, but part 
was subsequently saved, is it hardly reached the 
water,* 

Deacon Thomas Barrett, brother of Cplooel Bar- 
rett, was a resident of the village. He was an aged 
man, and remained quietly in or near his home 

• Rev. Bnt Wplv. IBNHref OtlliltaKCtoMMl. 

• Rvhr* 

• TteoU aiO poad ocrupwd a goodlf portfaa«ldtolndb«nMfcr Urii«tta 
Roi i i Riy P UU J^ WaMca, and Mda Mrceu, the nordicrlx csnier almott rcachlnc 
WriliiK Tmm. Sabw^iieatlr H «m Ukd ia» ud mtm tnom aad dmlliaii 
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while the soldiers were busy in looting and destroy- 
ing. He was a man of gentle demeanor and un- 
armed, but they seized him, called him rebel, and 
even threatened to take his life. He pleaded with 
them to dispense with that trouble, for his extreme 
age meant that he should soon die, anyway. They 
permitted him to go in peace. In his building was 
a gun factory carried on by hit ton, Samuel Barrett.^ 

Battle at Nobth Beidgb in CoNoonD. 

In the meantime large numbers of Americans 
were gathering on the hills to the northward beyond 
the river. The commander of the British at the 
North Bridge and vicinity was not unmindful of 
that, and deemed it wiie to concentrate hit little 
army of three companies at the Bridge itself, at that 
secflQcd to be the threatened pdnt of attack. Gbo- 
seqventljr the two remoter oompaniet were marched 
down from the hills and joined the third, and then 
all three matched to the easterly or nearer end ol 
the Bridge. 

About a quarter of a mile beyond the North 
Bridge, and in a westerly direction £tom it, is a 
little hill about forty feet Idgher than the river.* To 
readi it by road from the Bridge meant traveling 
over two sides of an irr^^ilar triangle, and going 
nea^ half a mile.* The crest of the elevation 
commands a beautifbl view up and down the river, 

■ Riplcr. 

* United StatM Qwhlfctl Smmf, iS8& 

■ Tb* nwd fiondat oot ud« of the triancle aad leMliag froa tb* Bridfc iMt 
bwa diteMtiBiicdL and now appean oalj u a part «f iht rbw ■■■dow. 
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with the North Bridge in the middle foreground and 
the village nearly a mile away to the southward. 

The Americans moved forward from Punkatasset 
Hill to this, their fourth position, at about 9 o'clock, 
as their reinforcements had augmented sufficiently 
to induce a growing feeling of aggressiveness. Here 
were assembling the sturdy men of G^ncord and of 
Acton, of Bedford, Lincoln, and Carlisle, and of other 
neighboring towns. Joseph Hosmer acted as ad- 
jutant, forming the soldiers as they arrived, — the 
minute companies on the right and the militia on 
the left, facing the Bridge.^ 

Col. James Barrett summoned his subordinate 
officers for a council of war, the first one of the 
American Revolution, and while they were so en- 
gaged, Capt. Isaac Davis and his company of 
Minute Men from Acton arrived and marched to a 
position on the left of the line, as they had been 
accustomed to on training days. After halting his 
little command Captain Davis joined his brother 
officers in their council of war. 

There were then assembled on that little hill four 
Concord companies, commanded, respectively, by 
Capt. David Brown, 52 men; Capt. Qiaflet Mika, 
52 men; Capt. Geoige Mmot, niimber of men mi- 
known; and Capt. Natlian Banett, number of men 
alio unknown.* From Acton thete were three com- 
panics, one under dpt. Isaac Davis, 38 men; one 
under Capt. Joseph Rolnns, number of men un- 

* Lcaiiel SlMttvck m quoted bjr Jo^ah Adum, paft 27. 
« 9m SijdiWpb ct O^triii 9mm tmi IHw aihw to JmnA ti ImA 
ProvincUI CoogrM li MwMifcwili, p*«i fut. >W b>M y dw i lattM wan of 

that cenp«pjr. 
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known; and one under Capt. Simon Hunt,* number 
of men also unknown. There were two companies 
from Bedford, one being under Capt. John Moore, 
51 men; and the other under Capt. Jonathan Will- 
son, 28 men. A little later Captain Willson was 
killed and his command fell to Lieut. Moses Abbott. 
Lincoln was represented by Capt. William Smith 
with 62 men.* 

In addition to these regular organized soldiers 
there were many individuals present, exempts and 
others, who undoubtedly took a patriotic part in 
the subsequent events. 

These men looked down on the hostile troops at 
the Bridge, and beyond the river to the village, 
where huge volumes of smoke were rising from the 
bonfires of military stores, which seemed to them to 
be the burning of their homes. Inspired by that 
fear, and by their knowledge of the bloodshed at 
Lexington, they were ready to follow where their 
officers should lead. Their council could only decide 
in one way: "To march into the middle of the town 
for its defence^ or die in the attempt."* 

Colonel Barrett then gave the order to Maj. 
John Buttrick to lead an advance over the Bridge 
and to the center of the town. And his instructions 
were like those of Captain Parker a few hours 
before, — not to fire unless fired upon. 

It was then between 9 and 10 o'clock.^ Gokmel 

*■ SutmcBtof Auoo Jooca, A oicabcr.iaAdaaM'tAddnM^piitsi. 
■ AaJwk <l Aawt BaW, • mmAu. 

* Survtvort testified th«t both Major Buttrtt mJ Oipl4i DMIi Mid tkaw 
vcrd*. See Ripky** Hittofy of the Concord Fiilt 
« JowMl«f Gvfc DiivM coMMdvof Mt«l Aa OoMnd mwniM^ 
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Barrett retired to the rear on higher ground,' and 
Major Buttrick hastened to execute his order. His 
choice for a company to lead was naturally one from 
Concord, but the captain of that one replied that he 
would rather not." We wonder at the reason, for 
Concord seemed to be the most deeply concerned 
just at that hour. However, it could not have been 
for lack of courage, for the Concord companies were 
a part of that advance. Then Buttrick turned to 
Captain Davis, and asked him if he was afraid to go. 
Davis promptly responded, "No, I am not; and 
there isn't a man in my company who is."' 

He immediately gave the command to march, and 
the men of Acton wheeled from the left of the line to 
the right, and were the first to march upon the 
invaders. 

Maj. John Buttrick of Concord led in person this 
little army down the slope toward the river, but 
not until he had offered the command to a superior 
officer who happened to be present, but without a 
command, — Lieut. Col. John Robinson of Prescott's 
regiment. Robinson lived in Wcstford and had re- 
sponded to the alarm. Magnanimously he refused 
the honor to lead, but with characteristic bravery 
begged that he might march by Buttrick's side, 
which the latter acceded to. These were the two 
men in front of all the American host to first march 
against the soldiers of their King. 

Then came Capt. Isaac Davis and his company 
of thirty-seven men from Acton. Then next, a Con- 
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cord eompnj under Charles Miles. Then two 
more Concord companies under Capt. David Bnytm 
and Capt. Nathan Barrett. > Another company 
from Acton then fell into line, the one commanded 
by Capt. Simon. Hunt. They were just taming the 
comer of the main road when the firing at the 
Bridge took place.* By order of Colonel Barrett 
the companies from Bedford and Lincoln next fell 
into line. The march was by twos, and to the tune 
of "The White Cockade," played by two young 
fifers, Luther Blanchard of Davis's Acton company, 
and John Buttrick of Brown's Concord company.* 

Down the road, now discontinued, they marched * 
in a southerly direction to the point of the triangle, 
then back toward the Bridge in an easterly direc- 
tion, in all, about a quarter of a mile. The British 
watched the advance keenly, and when the south- 
erly point of the triangle was reached, and the 
columns wheeled to the left toward the Bridge, they 
commenced to pull up the planks. Major Buttrick 
in a loud voice ordered them to desist, whereupon 
they left the Bridge and hastily formed for action in 
the road just beyond the easterly end. Then came 
the report of the first hostile gun in the Battle of 
Concord, fired from the British ranks. Solomon 
Smith,* a member of Davis's Acton company, saw 
where the ball struck the river on his right, which 

1 Corp. Amot Barrett of Broini's compaaf indicates Daria't at firtt and hit 
ova oompaojr aa thinL Hw csact order of Um other participatiag coiapaaiea I 
— mMa to ghrt. • 

* StateiiMatfllA««iJaM%«Maib«,ioMr.AAwH. SwAdMNTiAddm^ 

page 11. 

* Frederic Hodaoa. 

* Doolittlc picturt. Adana. 18)5. FfOCkiMhM^ >4S>* 

* Dcpoaitioa of Sobms Soutk. 
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then ran nearly parallel to the road. This was 
quickly followed by two others, but they were not 
thought by the Americans to be aimed at them. 

Still onward marched Major Buttrick and his 
little band. They soon came nearly to the Bridge, 
when a sudden volley from the British indicated 
their serious intention to check the American ad- 
vance. Luther Blanchard, the fifer from Acton, 
was slightly wounded.' 

Major Buttrick heard his cry of anguish, and 
almoet jumping into the air, exclaimed, "Fire I For 
God's sake, fircl" 

The order was obejred. The Britiih responded, 
UUing Captain Davis and one of lus privates, Aboer 
Hosmer. Davis, on realidng that Blanchard was 
wounded, had taken a irmer posttioii on a flat 
stepping-stone, and while aiming bis gun received 
a bullet through his heart. Hosmer was killed hf 
a bullet through his he^d.' Ecekiel Davis, brother 
of the Ckptain, and a private in his company, was 
wounded, as was also Joshua Brooks of Lincoln, 
whose forehead was slightly cut by a bullet, which 
continued through hn hat.* 

The opening volley of the Americans was also 
effective, killing one private and wounding Lieuten- 
ant Hull of the 43d Regiment; Lieutenant Gould of 
the 4th; Lieutenant Kelly of the loth; Lieutenant 
Suthieriand of the 38th; and a number of the rank 
and file. 

The Americans, under Major Buttrick, advanced, 

' DipotMM of Solosn SHilk 

• Frederic Hudion. 

* D^omtioo ol Amot Baker. 
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and the three British companies, under Lawrie, 
gave way and letieated toward Concord village. 
They were met on the road by reinforcements con- 
sisting of two or three companies headed by Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Smith himself, who was responding 
to a very urgent request for assistance from Captain 
Lawrie, sent just before the engagement began. 
Smith bebg a "very fat, heavy man," according to 
the testimony of one ol his officers, who has left an 
interesting diary for our perusal,* instead of reach- 
ing Lawrie at the Bridge met him but a little way 
out ol the village. 

From the moment of that heroic advance of the 
Americans over the Bridge military discipline 
among them ceased.* They rushed after the re- 
treating British but a few rods, then proceeded to 
an eminence on the east side of the road back of 
Elisha Jones's house, taking position there behind 
a stone wall, and perhaps an eighth of a mile from 
where the British halted when they were met by 
their reinforcements.' Why the Americans turned 
aside instead of pursuing their enemies into Concord 
village as they had resolved to do can only be sur- 
mised. Why they gave no heed to the small force 

• A Britiih Officer in Bo«ton in 177J. Se« a'to Rev. Mr. Emerwrn't accoant 
who (pealu oi the "nurdtet and counter-mirche* for half an bour," and their 
**tM>K IcikMM aaa iasoMUncr of miad." Smith ua hardly be bUmed for 
acnroutacM at that tnofnent. with part of hi* cisht hundred men at G>loacl 
BArmt*!, ive huadred Amehcant between, tad aooiher part o< hia force at the 

Wn,..fc ».t.tM 

' "Oar cotnpeajr and mott ol the otbert panacd, but ia p«at ditorder.** 
Depotitioa of ThoiaM Thorp ol tke Acttw coopABf . "The loM ol ow Captaia 
WM the cauae ol — di d uia eudaAm tlat UHatnd." Dt fuM mttUimim 

Soiith ol the Acton coapanr- 

• Depotitioa ol SoIoiboq Soutib 



Digitized by Google 



86 THB BAffTtB OV AFftll. 1% 1775* 

Still behind them up the river, engaged in destroy- 
ing American property at Colonel Barrett's, ex- 
cites our wonder too. Not lack of personal courage^ 
surely, but rather of military experience. 

While these scenes were being enacted at the 
North Bridge the British force above alluded to, 
and oonsistmg of three companies under Captain 
Parsons, had gone up the river to the home of' 
Colonel Barrett, nearly two miles from the Bridge. 
They were under the direct guidance of the spy, 
Ensign De Bemicre, who had previously gone over 
tlie road and made himself familiar with its topogr»- 
phy, and pardculariy with the hi&g of ndlitafy 
ttofct among' the hornet along the way. He knew 
thoroughly well of thole at CohMiel Barrett's, and 
that j^aee above all others wai the principal ob- 
jective* 

Early that morning the men in the Barrett family 
had' busied themielvet in tecnring the Colonial 
atofcs. They had plowed a tractof land abont thirQr 
feet aqiiare south of the old bam and later used at a 
kitchen garden. One guided a yoke of oiea in 
turning over the furrows into whidi others drc»pped 
the muskets that had been stored in the house. 
Succeeding furrows covered them nicelj. Musket 
balls were carried to the attic and put into the 
bottoms of barrels which were then fiUed with 
feathers.^ Other munitions were hidden in the 
adjoining woods.* 

When the soldiers reached there they found the 
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homestead in care of the venerable wife of G>lonel 
Barrett. Captain Parsons explained his mission, 
and assured her it waa his aim to destroy public 
property only, and to capture Colonel Barrett.* 
They commenced their search, but did not find as 
much as expected.* Nor did thqr capture the 
commander of the Minute Men. 

While this work was in progress, Colonel Barrett's 
son Stephen, a young man of about twenty-five 
years, returned from his mission up the river road 
to Price Plain, to intercept Minute Men expected 
from Stow, Harvard, and other towns in that vicinity. 
He wished to inform them of the danger surrounding 
his own home, that they might travel by some other 
road into Concord. 

Reaching the kitchen door of his own home he 
was met by a British officer, who, thinking he might 
be Colonel Barrett, placed him under arrest. Upon 
learning from Mrs. Barrett, however, of his mistake, 
that he was her son, the young man was released.* 
Another son, James, Jr., being lame and inactive, 
did not attract any hostile attention.^ 

So successfully had Colonel Barrett and his num- 
erous assistants secreted the large amount of pro- 
vincial property left in his charge that Captain 
Parsons found but little to confiscate or destroy. 
He seised and burned a few gun carriages in the 
road near the house.* 

tDtBnfcN. 

* Sidoex, pact s). 

• Fnderic Uadaoo. Tbe Coocord Fifbt b Uarpcr't New Moatlitr M«s«i«ik. 

Uvr, it7j. 
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This was the remotest point of the British in- 
vasion. The three companies at Colonel Barrett*! 
had by far the longest route of any, by several 
miles. After a night without sleep and so long a 
march they were hungry and thirsty, and Mrs. Bar- 
rett was requested to supply their wants. She was 
in no position to refuse. Some, if not all, were 
willing to pay for what they had, but the good lady 
refused, saying, "We are commanded to feed our 
enemy if he hunger.** 

Some, however, insisted, and on leaving tossed 
their money into her lap. She could only exclaim, 
"It is the price of blood 1"» 

The object of their mission being accomplished so 
far as within their power, they set out for a return 
march to the village by the same roundabout route 
over the North Bridge, as they came. When at 
Widow Brown's Tavern at the cross roads, within 
about a mile of the Bridge, they halted, and three 
or four officers entered the house for drink. The 
soldiers sat at the roadside and drink was carried 
out to them. Pay wat offered to Mrs. Brown by the 
officers, but she declined to receive it. Charlet 
Handley, a youth in hit thirteenth year, and « HMdwt 
of Concoidy wst fivin^ theiCy And luw left lut sworn 
statement dint he then heard the guns at the Bridge* 
but that the British did not appear to notice them. 
It was then generally understood that they knew 
nothing of the engagement until their arrival at the 
scene, and saw the British slain.' There were two^ 
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one having been killed instantly, and the other, at 
first wounded, while helpless was despatched with 
a savage cut in the head with a hatchet. It seems 
that after the British had been driven from the 
Bridge, and the Americans had also passed in pur- 
suit, a young man employed by Rev. William Emer- 
son at the Old Manse (still standing, 1921) came 
forth to view the field of strife. He saw the wounded 
Briton attempting to arise, and in a thoughtless 
moment conceived it his patriotic duty to kill him. 
He did so as the soldier was on his knees in a futile 
attempt to stand. The hatchet sank deep into his 
skull, and the blood gushed forth and covered the 
top of his head as he fell back to Concord battle 
ground. A little later the British force under 
Captain Parsons passed him on their way to the 
village. They could only shudder, and bear away 
the impression, which was subsequently published, 
that the Americans had scalped and cut off the ears 
of their enemies.* The young man who did the 
deed lived many years, and often confessed that his 
conscience had been sorely troubled.' 

The men under Captain Parsons were thus per- 
mitted to join tlie main body ol British, very much 
to tlieir mrprise, whicli was forcibly expressed by 
Ensign De Bemtcre in his account of the battle.* 

1 Depotitkm o< ZccharUh Brova uul Thomaa Davit, Jr., who buried Um two 
Cpot. 

* I luTC bis oAiBc, bat do not tUnk h bnt to iaMrt it b tbit nvratir*. R*. 
«M iaVNMid Vi aifaii Ir tht bhsvBM of pdMe fMBaC agriMS 
the mother country. He w«ttt»fOM(M«MMiMfn9Wjad|pMMllMpimiV 

tbc nldier frooi bts King. 
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As we have seen, the main body of the Americans 
halted on the high ground to the eastward of the 
Elisha Jones house. From that moment to the 
arrival of the British at Charlestown Neck no one 
seemec^ to be in command, and no discipline ol any 
kind was attempted. 

While military critics cannot endoree the kind of 
warfare employed by the Americans on that day, 
almost if not quite of a guerilla nature, yet it must 
be confessed that their death roll was much smaller 
and their success, in some respects, much greater 
than it would have been had they fought as an army, 
in the open, under some brave commander. The 
British, on the other hand, were ever in the highway, 
standing or marching in a solid formation. The 
Americans were never more than a dozen or a score, 
side by side, and usually not more than two or 
three. Their selected position was a sheltered one, 
— behind the walls, among the trees, even within 
the houses. Often the vigilant flank guard, which 
Lieutenant G^lonel Smith counted upon so intelli- 
gently, came upon them unawares, and so added to 
the American death roll. Had they known the 
value of the flanking movements, and still fought 
as lodividuals, as they did Irom the North Bridge 
to Cbolettowii Neeky but few would hiKwt been 
•laim 

As we have teen, the Americans halted on the 
high ground to the etttwaid of Efishft Jooes't home. 
They felt that when the letreating Britiah were 
mnforoed they would return and renew the struggle. 
In their strong position behind the stone wall thejr 
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had no cause to fear an assault, for the advantage 
would be greatly with them. But Lieutenant Colonel 
Smith also realized as much and turned his troops 
back into Concord village. 

Several of the Minute Men then returned to the 
North Bridge, and conveyed the bodies of Capt. 
Isaac Davis and private Abner Hosmcr to the home 
of Major Buttrick, which stood near the spot from 
which they started on their fatal march.^ Later 
in the day they were conveyed to Acton. 

Such was the baptism of Concord soil with the 
blood of its brave defenders. 

Captl Mundy Pole of the loth Regiment with one 
hundred men had been deuiled by Lieutenant 
Colonel Smith for guard duty at the South Bridge. 
He WM ako inttrncied to destroy any public itores 
that he might find in that vicinity. 

The Bridge it aeafljr a mile Mmtlierif from tlie 
village^ and in an opposite direction fnmi tlie North 
Bridge, the two hetng nearly two mUei apart. 

Captain Pole reached theie about 8 o'dock, and 
promptly placed a guard at the Bridge to prevent 
any one paaahig into or out of the viUage. Then 
he foraged the immediate neighboriiood lor food * 
and drink for hit force, which was eatily aooom- 
pliihed, at mott of the able-bodied men were abtent , 
on patriotic dntiet. 

They tearched. the hontet of Bphraim Wood, 
Joteph Hbtmer, and Amot Wood, bnt with slight 
tucoett, for most of the stores once there had been 
secreted elsewhere. The Britons demeaned them- 
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selves nicely in this neighborhood, and were generous 
enough to pay for what food they took. Each of 
the women at Amot Wood's house was presented 
with a guinea. In this home was one room pretty 
well filled with goods that were sought for. It was 
locked, but the gaUant officer, believing that women 
wm Uding within, ittued orders that none of his 
iokiieft shoald enter it. 

Capt. Mimdy Bole't fittle expeditioii to tUt part 
ol Concord wit not entirely inthont results, hom^ 
ever. He succeeded in knocking off the tmnnkMis 
of three iron twenty-four pounders, burning their 
carriages, destroying a small quantity of ibiir and 
several barreb of trenchers and wooden spoons.* 

Some of his soldiers ascended Lee's Hill, now 
called Nashawtuck, about one hundred feet* higher 
than and overlooking the nver down to Mdcth 
Bridge. From there they could plainly see the 
growing excitement, as evidenced by the moving 
about of the Minute Men, and the constant aooes> 
slons to their numbers. Finally there tame echoing 
up the valley the signal gun, then two more, then 
the volley; and th^ knew the scene on Leibgion 
Cbmmon was being r»«nacted. 

They descended the hill and gathered with the 
others at the South Bridge removed the planks 
th er e from to protect their retreat, and marched 
rapidly back to the main body ia the viUage.' 

Lieutenant Colonel Smith now commenced to 
realize his distance from Boston and the dangers 
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that might lurk along the way. He had his entire 
force assembled in Concord village very soon after 
10 o'clock, but his many wounded soldiers required 
attention before he could begin his return march. 
Some of them were attended by Dr. Cumings and 
Dr. Minot of the village.* As no provision had 
been made by the British commander for the trans- 
portation of his disabled soldiers, the people of 
Concord were called upon to supply the deficiency. 
A chaise was confiscated from Reuben Brown, and 
another from John Beaton. Bedding from near-by 
houses was added for the comfort of the riders. 
Several horses were taken, among them one belong- 
ing to Captain Smith of the Lincoln Company, 
which he had, for some reason, left at Wright Tavern 
before he marched for North Bridge. Lieutenant 
Hay ward of Concord recaptured Reuben Brown's 
chaise from the Regulars in Arlington, and with it a 
horse, bedquilt, pillow, etc., for the owners of which 
he advertised in the Essex Gazette of Aug. 10, 1775.* 
Besides his wounded, Lieutenant Colonel Smith 
had his able-bodied men to consider also. They 
had been without sleep since the time of starting 
from Boston Common, at half past 10 o'clock the 
evening before, and poiiibljr b*ck to the night 
before that. They had already marched over 
seventeen miles to Cbnooid village, and those who 
had gone to Colonel Banett's and to the North 
and South Bridget, so much farther yet. Thejr 
had passed through the eiciting scenes of bloodshed 
at Leadngtoh Common and North Bridge^ which 

* Frcdcrk Uadaoo. 
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must have added agitated minds to weary bodies. 
His soldiers needed rest and Smith knew it, and was 
justified in granting the two hours that he did. 

Aside from those reasons Smith had another good 
one for not starting at once. It will be remembered 
that when he -had reached Arlington (Menotomy), 
realizing his march had aroused the entire com- 
munity, he had tent back an urgent request to 
Genenl Gage for strong fcinlbtcemenu. He could 
icaMHably expect them to mdi any place that he 
had, witUn three hom at feait of Ut time. But 
ttnfortimately for Smith the fecoet under Percy had 
not ttarted until 9 o'clock that mommg, and were 
then Icaa than five n^let on the way, and coming 
over a longer route than he had talmi.* 

The deatructkm of the public mifitary ttorety 
accordbg to the report of Ueutenant Golonel Smitht 
hardly balanced his lom of prettige even, to My 
nothing of the British livet that had been and would 
be given up in the cauae. He givet hb men credit 
for knocking the trunniona off of three field pieces 
of iron ordnance; destroying by fire some new gun 
carriages and a great number of carriage wheels; 
and throwing into the river considerable fiour» some 
powiier, musket balls and other small articles. De 
Bemicre in his account adds to the Ibt by mention" 
ingbarrek of trenchers and spoons of wood destroyed 
by Captain Pole. 

* Ib «h« DbfT of A Briddi OUnr h BoNM b I77S. who «M vhk SttHli h 
tk* OoMOcd czpedhioa, he write* ol tW ratan to Ltdagtm tad th* Kjycte J 
vUhnmmui " W« had (mm iattw'4 «m ilan tkt oKniBg witk «s|Mct». 
tiM «( At Bvifiidt coaias Mt, bM at dM k«d firEn sD hope ol It, M it 
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While the bonfire was consuming the cannon 
wheels, it was discovered that the Court House, 
facing the Green, was on fire. It was noticed by 
Mrs. Martha Moulton, an elderly widow who lived 
close by and who had not fled with the younger part 
of the population as the enemy approached. She 
felt that her years, seventy-one, would be her pro- 
tection, as indeed they were. She has left an inter- 
esting statement of the events of those few hours, — 
how her home was invaded by the soldiers for food 
and water; how Pitcaim and other officers sat 
before her door, watching the tpldiert in their 
destructive work; how she discovered the Court 
Houae on ife, and how earnestly she pleadedl "irith 
them to imt it out, even bringing water for them to 
do sa At first they were indifferent, but finally 
yidded and eztingusdied the flames. Thus was tin 
Court House saved, and possibly some of the ad- 
joining homes, by Martha MoulUm.' 

The Provincial Congiess, in their pubfished 
acooimt at the damages sustained in Concord, aside 
htm the public stores, set the value at £274, ids., 
yd^ of which £3, 6s was for broken locks in His 
Majesty's JaiL» 

LlBUTBMAMt COLONBI. SillTB'a RbTRBAT TBBOUGB 

COHCOBD. 

It was about 12 o'clock when Lieutenant Colonel 
Smith gave the order to march. As the neighboring 

» PctitioBcf]il«nhft]ilodtaB,Coooor4F«b.4» 1776k to tteikoonbkCoaft 
•ff tfca Bmrhct «f llHwckMmi Bif fbrnoaiiiidaa of W Mtvicat «• Aat 
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hills were covered with provincials,* he ordered out 
even larger bodies of flankers, and farther away 
from the main body in the highway. The march 
along the Lexington Road for a little more than a 
mile to Mcriam*8 Comer was uneventful, but at that 
place the struggle was renewed. There the men of 
Concord, Acton, Lincoln, and Bedford came within 
rifle shot of the highway. They had passed along 
the Great Meadow, so called, northerly from the 
range of hiUs near the highway, and reached Meri> 
am*i Comer at about the same time that Smith did. 

New American forces joined the contest here also* 
BiUeilca sent lieutenant Oroeby with 11 men; 
Capt. Edward Fanner, 35 men; and Capt. Jonathan 
Stidmey, 54 men. Cbeloiifefd sent CapC Oliver 
Barron, 61 men, and Acting Captain, CoL Motet 
Parlcer, 43 men. Framingliam tent Capt. Simon 
Edget, 76 men; Capt. Jette Ernes, 24 men; Capt. 
Micajah Gleason, 49 men. Reading tent Capt. 
John Badieller, 61 men; Capt. Thomas Eaton» 63 
men; Oipt. John Flint, 79 men, and Ckpt. John 
Walton, 89 men. Some of the Reading oompeniet 
at leatt, marched fitom home under Major, after- 
wardt Governor, John Brodu. Rev. Edmund 
Fotter accompanied Captain Bacheller't companf 
at a vohinteer, and hm left an interetting narrative 
of what he taw. Sudbury sent Qipt. Nathaniel 
Oidworth, 40 men; Cept. Aaron Haynes, 39 men; 
Capt. Isaac Locker, 30 men; Capt, John Nixon, 54 
men; Capt. Joseph Smith, 49 men; and Capt. 
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Moses Stone, 35 men. Woburn sent Capt. Samuel 
Belknap, 66 men; Capt. Jonathan Fox, 72 men; 
and Capt. Joshua Walker, 117 men. 

The American reinforcements coming in at 
Meriam's Comer numbered 1,147, making a total 
of 1,534 enrolled men in the ranks of the Provin- 
cials, if all at the North Bridge still remained in 
the fight. 

There were many other Minute Men anxious to 
be in the first struggle but who lived too far away. 
Stow sent a company of militia belonging to Colonel 
Prescott's regiment, commanded by Capt. William 
Whitcom, numbering eighty-one men. They did 
not reach North Bridge until about noon, too late 
to be in the action there, but in time to be close in 
the pursuit. We arc told that another company 
from Stow under Captain Hapgood also joined, 
but I find no returns in the Massachusetts Sute 
Archives. 

Three companies from Westford reached the 
North Bridge too Ute^ but were active afterward. 
They were, respectively, under the command of 
Capt. Oliver Bates, 36 men; Capt. Jonathan Minot, 
36 men; and Capt. Timothy Underwood, 58 men. 

As the Reading men came along tlie road from 
Bedford and neared Meriam'a Comer they dia* 
covered the flank guard of the British just descend- 
ing the ridge of liiils. There were from eighty to 
one hundred Red Coats, and they were mardiing 
slowly and deliberately down the hill, without 
music and without words. Hie Americans were 
but a little over three hundred feet away. They 
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halted and remained in silence watching their foes. 
The British flankers soon gained the main road at 
the Corner, and passed along a few hundred feet 
toward Lincoln and Lexington, over the little 
bridge that spans Mill Brook. The Americans 
gathered around the Meriam house. As the British 
passed the Bridge they wheeled suddenly and fired 
in volley, but too high, so so one was struck. Then 
the Americans letnrned the fire with better aim, 
and two Britons fett on the easteily side of the Bttle 
stream, while several were wounded, among them 
Ensign Lester of the loth Regiment.* 

Less than half a mile along that road from Meri- 
am's Comer is the northerly cofncf of the town of 
Lincoln. Along on the edge of Lincoln the highway 
continues, still in an easterly direction, for less than 
another half mile, this stretch being on rather higher 
ground, the northerly side of the road in Concord, 
the southerly side in Lincoln. On the Lincob side 
is the Brooks Tavern (still standing, This 
little elevation is called Hardy's Hill, and is about 
sixty _feet higher than Concord village.* Along the 
snmmit the skirmishing was actively renflwed^ and 
continued down its easterly slope into Lincoln. 

This ended the struggle in Concord, but her sons 
and the others were not mindful of the boundary 
line. To them It was more than the Battle of 
Concord — it was the Battle of April Nineteenth. 

The patriots who died in Concord were Capt. 
Isaac Davis, and private Abner Hosmer, both of 

■ Vmhti ftmm tJiolntf rat flwuy. i8S6k 
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Acton. The wounded were Luther Blanchard and 
Ezekiel Davis, also of Acton; Jonas Brown of 
Concord and Joshua Brooks of Lincoln. These 
were all at the North Bridge. Abel Prescott, Jr., 
of Concord was wounded while in the village. The 
British killed were two privates at North Bridge 
and two at Meriam's Comer bridge. Their wounded 
were Lieutenant Gould of the 4th Regiment, Lieu- 
tenant Kelly of the loth Regiment, Lieutenant 
Sutherland of the 38th, and Lieutenant Hull of the 
43d, and a number of privates, all at the North 
Bridge. At the little bridge near Meriam's Corner 
Ensign Lester of the loth Regiment and several 
privates were wounded. 

LiBllTBKAlIT COIONBL SmTH'a RSTKBAT TSROVGB 

Lmcouf. 

At tlie foot of the easterly slope ol Hardy*t HOI 
is ft little stresm crossiiig the road in a northeily 
directioii. It is in Lincohi» and on most maps is 
put doim as Mill Brook, the same that carves around 
and crosses the road near Meriam's Comer, rather 
more than a mile back. At Hardy's Hill it has 
sometimes been called Tanner's Brook.* 

The British had noir reached this pobt, and were 
marching rapidly, keepmg their flankers out parallel 
to the highway. 

Over the bridge and up another slight rise and 
then the road turns at a sharp angle to the left, 
northeastefly, to still higher ground about eighty 

• niiiMNiiBTt IBip nf f mini ltai^lteF(Miirt Aii io i 
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leet higher than Goneoid iriOage. On the north- 
wctteiljr tide of that road wu a heavy growth of 
trees, and on the opposite tide a younger growth. 
On each tide of the road, in thote two feiett growths, 
many American Minvte Men were posted.* They 
had anticipated tlie patting of the Britith by hurry- 
ing acrott the Great Reldt, to called, from the Bed- 
fold Road near Meriam*t Conier. Among thete 
were the Bedford company under Captain Willson. 
This fbrest-4ined road was only about half a mile 
in extent before it turned again to the eastward. 

When the foremost British reached this location 
the Americans poured in a deadly volley that killed 
eight and wounded many others. 

The contest was by no means one-uded. The 
attention of the Americans here, as all along the line 
to Qiarlestown, was too firmly fixed on the ranks 
of the enemy marching in the road. The British 
flankers were unnoticed and unthonght of. Silently 
and rapidly they swung along, on their parallel 
lines, and very often closed in on those little tell-tale 
puffs of smoke that arose behind the trees and walls, 
and among the bowlders. Thus were many Ameri- 
cans surprised and slain — more, probably twice or 
thrice over, than were killed by the sokliers in the 
highway. 

It was at this Bloody Angle of Battle Road that 
Capt. Jonathan Willson of Bedford met his death. 
And so did Nathaniel Wyman, a native of Billerica, 
but a member of Captain Parker's company. Daniel 
Thompson of Wobum was also killed here. Another 
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son of Bedford, Job Lane, was severely wounded 
and disabled for Ufe.^ 

The next day five of the British killed were re- 
moved to the little cemetery near Lincoln village 
several miki away for burial Not many years ago 
the town of Lmcola earned to be placed over their 
common grave a neat and appropriately lettered 
memorial stone. 

Alter tlie nortbeatterly angle the road tnrnt a^un 
easterly toward Lexington. Half ' or three-qnarten 
of a i^le along are the two Hartwell houses, still 
standing (1921}, on the northerly side ol the road 
and but a few hundred feet apart. 

In the westerly, or first one, lived Sergt. John 
Hartwell, and in the easterly one^ Sergt. Samuel 
Hartwell, both members of Captain Smith's Lincoln 
company. Both were absent 00 duty then, but the 
wife of Samuel was at home. She has furnished a 
vivid narrative of what she saw and experienced 
that afternoon and the following morning. Her 
first alarm of the coming Britons was reports of 
musketry, seemingly in the vicinity of the Brooks 
Tavern, then nearer and nearer to the Bloody Angle. 
Then the huirying Red C6ats themselves, anxknis 
and wild in their demeanor as they hurried along 
past her house. Qne^ in hb insane anger fired into 
their garret, though he could see no feeman there^^ 

For anoth^ mile along the Lbcoln Road the 
British must have had some relief, for the country 
is comparatively level, the fields extending away 

« |o— ifcMi y. SWMM, BiJhid Sm«l ClwtiBiitol, paf lUplqr, paft ti, 
•eeoM to tkbk that Lane wm woaiHl«d a littk farther •long at the HMtwdl fcamt 
• BMiMfc Old RflolTww, by Mbnm E»ifitk Brown, paja nu 
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smoothly on either side. It was not a complete 
lull in the battle, however, for an American bullet 
terminated the life of one Briton at least. The 
remains were uncovered a few years ago when the 
road builders were widening and grading anew the 
highway. He was reinterrcd over the bordering 
wall in the field to the southwest of the highway, a 
short distance westerly from Folly Pond.* 

Then comes an easterly bend in the road, though 
still continuing nearly level and for about a quarter 
of a mile to the Nelson house.* Here lived Josiah 
Nelson, the Lincoln patriot, who, as we have written, 
alarmed his neighbors in Bedford the night before. 
Around it were many picturesque bowlders, large 
enough to shelter venturesome Minute Men. And 
they wef€ there. William Thoming, one of Captain 
Smith's Lincoln company, had fired on the British 
from some hiding place in tins neighborlioodi and 
thejr had returned liis fire and chased liim into the 
woods. As he was thus escaping the main lK>dy lie 
met the ever vigilant flank guard, and but narrowly 
escaped them also. Later as they passed along he 
advanced to one of the Nelson bowlders and fired 
again at the British, probably with fatal effect. 
Across the road from the house is a little knoll 
which is called '*The Soldiers* Graves'** even to this 
day, lor therein sleep two British soldiers whose 

• 8to t t « urt clilir.0iBetit Wd M«,«Mtf^iwMwt,iito<«w<l»rMMlMMJ 
pcintcd oat to me In 1890 tbc locatiooa of the old and new graves. 

• Sttadias tuta • few you* afow althoufli a t •hsttmd condhioB. It had 
htm Aumimti m • kaUtatte fv nany jrcara. A eoalatnte cnnpitwd to 
ScatnictioB, and now oaljr tbe acar of iu cellar bole and a pile of bfidh tiMC 
famed .to ■wiaoth tUamv aad hoi|itobk iMarth muk whan k MoeS. 

• Smoint t» 'm fa of Mr. Ndbo^ owMT of ito cy firiw vilk Ite 
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•mnmom midoabtedljr came horn bdund the Nebon 

About a tUth of a mile yet iarther along ttood 
tlie home of Samod Hiattiiigt» near the Lttdngtoii 
bowidafx line ytt within the town of Lincoln. 
Hatringa waa a m embe r of Gapuun Parkei^t Leiing- 
ton company,' and waa present and in line lor action 
iHien Fitcaim gave that first order to fire. As the 
British column swept along, one of the soldiers left 
the ranks and entered the house for plunder, un* 
mindful of the dangers lurking in the adjoining 
woods and fields. As he e m e n ed and stood on the 
doorstone an American bullet met him, and he sank 
seriously wounded. There he lay until the family 
returned later in the afternoon and found him. 
Tenderiy they carried him into the house and min- 
istered to h» want* as best they could, but Jiii wound 
^ was lataL After his death they found some of their 
* silver spoons in his pocket. He was buried a short 
distance westerly from the house.' 

It was in Lincoln that most of Capuin Parker's 
Lexington company, numbering in all 144 men 
before any were killed, again went into the action, 
probably not far from the Nelson and Hastings 
homes; and also the Cambridge company, under 
Captain Samuel Thatcher, 77 men, joined the puiw 
suit from there.* 

> Sec bk depodtiaa ia Joaraali of Each Pi nwhfhl Cm»m «l IfawAttMb 

bvt I do not find hit name In anf other plicc a* a member. 

* I am iodcbted to the (reat-graadduldrai of Sameel Haatiaga, CorsdiiM mS 

QmwIw A. WeiiimtoB.hr libmiiMMt TWi iiiHiii all iihaiiiBi ht 

•IbM both hare diod. 

• 8m Maa i atbu at tta Slata Archivca where tvcatjr-cight milea ia the diataace 
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The American fatalities in Lincoln, as we have 
seen, were Capt. Jonathan Willson of Bedford; 
Nathaniel Wyman of Billerica, who was a member 
of Captain Parker's Lexington company; and 
Daniel Thompson of Woburn. Job Lane of ficdf<Mrd 
was slightly wounded. 

The exact British loss in Lincoln cannot be stated. 
It is known that eight were killed at the Bloody 
Angle, and at least four more along the road from 
there to the Hastings house. Many were wounded, 
but no statement or estimate has ever been given. 
The distance across that part of the town is about 
two miles, and the fighting severe for more than half 
the way. 

LlBUTENANT COLONEL SlfrfH's ReTREAT TO LEX- 
INGTON Village. 

As the British forces again invaded Lexington 
soil undoubtedly they looked for vengeance from 
the hands ol the little band that stood before them 
in the early morning. II they did anticipate as 
much they were not disappointed, for, as we have 
stated, Captain Parker and his men had come out 
into the edge of Lincoln to meet them. 

Just over the line into Lexington and a few rods 
north of the road the land rises about fifty feet rather 
abruptly and with a ledgy face. This little summit 
commands a grand view up and down the road for 
quite a distance, and therefore was an ideal location 
for the Minute Men. Many were there awaiting 
the passing of the British, and when they were 
opposite poured down on them a volley. At least 
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one fell, an officer, for a few year* ago a sword was 
taken up from the depth of about four feet, evidently 
from his grave. It was almost consumed with rust, 
but enough remained to identify it as of British 
make and of that period. The reports of muskets 
and little puffs of blue smoke betrayed the locttioii 
of the marksmen, and the British at once returned 
the iUe. Tbeir aim was witlioiit effect. One of 
their bulleta flattened againtt the ledge was alio 
fbiind by the present owner of the land buried in 
the decayed km» and refuse at the base of the 
ledge.! 

Not moie than a quarter of a mile farther along 
the road stood Bull's Tayem,' in later times known 
as VilA Tavern. Nothing now remains of it but the 
cellar hole, and that b not so deep as once. The 
soldiers ransacked the house for food and drink, but 
left no rsoompense. A few rods mote the road 
turns northeasteily around a bluff twenty feet highy 
peihape. Hie struggle was renewed there fnriouslyy 
for the British flankers could not manoBuwe to pro- 
tect the main column so well, and they suffered 
severely for half a mile or more toward Fiske HilL 
Lieutenant Cohmel Smith was wounded by a bullet 
passing through his kg.' Major Pitcaim's hotse, 
becoming unmanageable through fright, thrsw him 



1 1 obulncd tbem. He wai then as noir owner of the farm. Inreniovmfa 
homUm fram hk (wdea it wm mnmurf to dig wood it aad 00 om tide to • 

•cmbbard, quite likely in the grave hy the tide of iti wearer. Th* bvUet oac« 
rooad, mm mat k»ii tiut, had ■track the ledge ratlicr thaa thm Aawrifin oa hs 
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to the ground and escaped into the American lines, 
where he was captured, together with equipmentay 
including the Major's beautiful brace of pistols.^ 

Many British were wounded and many killed 
along this part of Battle Road. A little way from 
the bluff, over the wall on the opposite side of the 
road and in a southerly direction, are graves of two. 
No memorial stone marks the exact spot, and even 
the mounds, too, have long since dissolved away.* 

The contending forces were now climbing Fiske 
Hill, about sixty feet higher than the bluff.* The 
road at that time passed higher up than at present, 
and near the summit fighting was more severe 
again. One Briton at leact fr?f *Jiere and was buried 
in the little strip of ground between the old and new 
road. A heap of small stones once marked the spot, 
but they have disappeared ' 

Down the easterly slope of Fiske Hill stood a 

* Hm McmtnaMiitt wtn ukca to Coeoord tad later mU by •octko. Capt. - 
Nt^MB Btfiatt hoailkt dM yiNdfa^ bMuilM osn, vidi Mbntuif fttwul iBw 
moaatinst, vith PitcaSni't aame engraTcd tbmoo. Capub Barrett offered 
tkaa to Goenl WaaUagloa, who dacGaad tbcm, and tWa to General Patnam, 
wt» cairkd dw tk—gt A> wm, Tfcy ttoi^t t» ImImw Cm- 
tenni»! Day, Aprfl 19, 1875, for exhibition bjr Rev. S. I. Prime, D.D., on behalf of 
the owner, a wido* of Joha P. Potaam of Ciiabcfcitr, N. Y., who waa the fraad- 
MoCOaMniPMBaaaaJiBvhoailMrdMcpML laMrlfnufttaaaitna 
th«B to dta torn of Lezingtoo, and ther ara aow oa exhibitioo hj tbe Lexiaftoa 
B h lM fa J SadMX* (See Handbook of I^ingtoa, 1891.) Rer. William Eincr- 
aoo el Coaeord nqoatsd of the Third Provioctal Coafroa Jaaa t* tfff$, dM 
use of • hor«e, probablr PItcalrn't, which they granted, apecifjriat oaa captnred 
bom a Regular by laaac KLhtTcdge of Tewkabuxy, Capt. Nathaa Barrett, aad 
Brntf Fliat of CoawriL Mr. lawioa to a iMaopiMt nfca fcg hi kmflat 
tip to that time. 

* Statement to me by the late Rev. Carlton A. Staple*. 

* UL 8b Oidotical Survey. 18S6. 

* Statement of H. M. Houghton to the Rev. Carlton A. Staples, who lo ia- 

me. Mr. Hoochtoa lived in that vicinit/ darinf hit bojrbood aad fur* 
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modest little farmhouse on the southerly side of the 
road. It was then the home of Benjamin Fiskc. 
The entire family had fled, and the stragglers from 
the British columns entered for pillage. One in his 
greed stayed too long. Brave James Hayward of 
Acton, willing to fight though exempt from military 
service because of a partially dismembered foot, met 
him at the door, laden with booty. The Briton 
recognized in Hayward an enemy, and raising his 
gun exclaimed, "You are a dead man!** 

**And 80 are you," responded Hayward as he raised 
his gun also. Both fired — both fell, the Briton 
instantly killed and Hayward mortally wounded, 
the ball piercing his powder horn and entering his 
side. He lived eight hours and was conscious to 
the last. Calling for his powder horn and bullet 
pouch he remarked that he started with one pound 
of powder and forty bullets. A very little powder 
and two or three balls were all that were left. 

"You see what I have been about," he exclaimed, 
calling attention to the slight remainder. "I am 
not sorry. I die willingly for my country."* And 
so Concord and Lexington, too, reverently treasure 
the memory of brave Acton men, whose life blood 
stained the soil of each. 

Up the westerly slope of Concord Hill, in Lexing- 
ton, an elevation named after her sister town, 
marched the British. Their ranks were broken and 
disordered. Many had been wounded, many had 
been killed, and many had fallen exhausted by the 
wayside. It was then about half past l o*clock, and 
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they had marched rather more than twenty-three 
miles. At that time their ammunition began to 
give out, which added to their discomfiture. Their 
enemies seemed to be countless and everywhere. 
De Bemicre, the spy who was with them, has left 
a vivid word picture of how anxious they were get- 
ting to be. "There could not be less than 5,000," 
he says in his account, "so they kept the road always 
lined, and a very hot fire on us without intermis- 
sion. . . . We began to run rather than retreat in 
order." Lieutenant Colonel Smith says in his re- 
port that the firing on his troops, which began in 
Concord, "increased to a very great degree and 
continued without the intermission of five minutea, 
altogether for I believe upwards of eighteen miles." 

Such was the impression on the minds of Smith 
and his weary soldiers as they hurried along down 
Fiske Hill and up Concord Hill. If he entertained 
any idea of surrendering, though I have no evidence 
that he did, he must have realized the hopelessness 
of that, for no one seemed to be commanding the 
multitude before him, beside him, and behind him. 
They constituted a large circle of individuals, but 
made no attempt to stay his march or guide it in 
any way. They just followed along, seemingly in- 
tent only on hunting down the King's soldiers. 
Had some master mind been in charge of the patriot 
army, Smith's entire force could easily have been 
taken prisoners. But this was the first day of the 
war, and was only a contest between soldiers and 
citizens, and so Smith was allowed to march along. 

Near the foot of the westerly slope of Concord 
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Hill stood the home of Thaddeus Reed.^ He was 
one of Captain Parker's company. After the Brit- 
ish passed along the Americans picked up three 
severely wounded soldiers and carried them into 
the house,^ where they alt died. They were buried 
not far away, a few feet westerly of Wood Street, 
on the northerly side of a stone wall still standing, 
and but a few rods from Battle Road. Their 
graves are unmarked and almost unknown.' 

The British flankers were now so thoroughly 
tired out that they could hardly act in that capacity, 
and were of but little use as protectors of the main 
body. The severely wounded were abandoned to 
some extent. Many of the slightly wounded were 
carried along somehow, but they greatly impeded 
the march. Hopes of reinforcements were practi- 
cally abandoned.* 

And so they proceeded up the hill, the summit of 
which is fully forty feet higher than Fiske Hill, and 
at least eighty feet higher than Lexington G>mmon,* 
now in view less than a mile away. They must have 
been anxious to reach and pass that little field. 
Down the easterly slope of Concord Hill they almost 
ran in more or less confusion and intense excitement. 
The Americans were actively keeping up their firing, 
and so more Britons were killed and wounded, three 
of the latter so severely that they were abandoned 

> Sm FoMar's Nunthrt. 
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by their fellow soldiers, fell into the hands of the 
Americans, and were taken into Buckman Tavern.* 
One subsequently died and was buried with the 
British slain in the old cemetery near by. Their 
graves are unmarked.' 

The British did not stop to disperse any rebels 
on Lexington Common, for none were there to op- 
pose their retreat, but passed off the southeasterly 
end, as the Americans came promptly after them 
on the northwesterly comer. It was between 2 and 
3 o'clock when they reached the site of the present 
Lexington High School, a trifle more than half a 
mile from the Common. There they met the 
long-wished for reinforcements, under Lord Percy, 
who opened his ranks and enclosed them in his pro- 
tecting care. Many sank immediately into the road 
where they halted, for their physical condition was 
pitiful in the extreme. One of the contemporary 
English historians, an officer in the British Army in 
America, has described them as lying prone on the 
ground, like dogs, with protruding tongues.' 

Percy then quickly wheeled about his two field 
pieces^ and opened fire up the road toward the 
Common, where he could see the Americans were 
gathered. It was not fatal in its effect, but served 
to scatter them and do considerable damage to the 
meeting house, one ball passing through it. CoL 
Loammi Baldwin of Wobum was one who had been 

1 FoMMr*! Accont. E. P. BUm givw tb« anmbcr m two h LntasMi Wih 
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Standing in sight of the British, but he sought shelter 
behind the sacred edifice when he realized the enemy 
had opened fire with artillery. When a ball passed 
through the meeting house and came out near his 
head he retreated northwesterly to the meadow.^ 

Not many of the Americans had been killed thvt 
far in the retreat of the Britith through Lexington. 
We bare spoken of James Hayward of Acton, killed 
on the easterly aide of Fiske Hill, and must add the 
name of Deacon Josiah Hajmet of Captain Nism'a 
Sudbury company, who net hb deadi lom ew h ei e 
aloiig die ioad horn flake HiH to Lexington Com- 
mon.* He waa a venerable many in bia seventy- 
ninth year,' and bad marched Iram bia home down 
to Coneofd village, up through Lincoln^ and into 
Lexington. He was thoroughly in earnest in his 
work ol driving the Britidi back to Boston, and in 
an unguarded moment eqxised himself to one of 
the King's soldiers. 

On the Lexington part of Battle Road- many 
British were killed and many wounded. Among 
the bitter were Lieutenant Hawkshaw, lieutenant 
Cox, and Lieutenant Baker, aU of the 5th Regiment; 
Ensign Baldwin and Lieutenant McQoud of the 
47th Regiment; and Oiptain Souter and Lieutenant 
Potter of the marines.* I have previously men- 
tioned the wounding of the commander, Lieutenant 
Cokmd Smith, on the westerly stope of Fiske HtlL 

> The d«ause to tlic racetiaf houae bjr tht caaooa baD cost tk* tomm of L» 
iagMB >«p*ir. £t, n> Bnr. C A. Utflm is Lniitioa llhwtlfri SodMir. 
noceedtagt, VoL I, pi|> SI* 
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After the British had departed from Lexington 
immediate attention was given to the Lexington 
patriot dead who were slain on the Common in the 
eariy morning. From the field of battle they had 
been borne to the meeting house, and there a simple 
service was held over them, consisting of a prayer 
by Rev. Jonas Clarke; then they were carried to the 
little churchyard, where one broad grave received 
them all. It had been a day of terror in Lexington, 
and some fear was felt that the enemy might return 
and wreak yet further vengeance, even, upon the 
dead. So the grave was made in a remote part of 
the yard, near the woods, and the fresh mound of 
earth itself hidden beneath branches cut from the 
neighboring trees.* And not forgotten threescore 
years later, their grateful fellow townsmen removed 
their remains to the field where they died, and 
erected a monument to their memory.' 

* "Fatker Mat Joaa* dofwn to Gfaadbthw Cook's to tm who ma kiDod ud 
what ihdr cooAtioB wa» aad, la tfa aftanMoa, Fathar, Mote wiA ow aad'tha 

Babjr went to the Meeting Houm. tkert was the eight men that wae kiHed, leven 
«f tiMiB oqr Fatbcr'a pa rit bo a ci*. ont from Wobara* all in Bona ouide oi four 
hfta Duaidi Nrifed up asd* afiaf Fa fca4 pvajrad* Aay wa pat laito two kona 

carte and tcx^k into the grave yard where your Grandfather and aome of the 
Nti^bon bad mada a larpe tnacb, aa near tha Wooda aa poanbla aad tkcra w« 
faBowad dw hoJ I i a af tkoaa JSnl jbiBt FiMkr » it^tiitt I asd Aa Baky* dMva I 
■tood and there I taw them let down into the ground, it was a little rainey but 
wt waited U> ICC tbeat owrered up with tb« Qoda aad thea for fear the Brittak 
dMoU iad tkaaii* aqr FailM tkooilkt taaa «l (te MM kad baat Cm NaM pbt 
or oak bowaaadipnadilMnM Aair plaataibwialaDikaftblookadllkaahMp 
of Braab." 

I ai iada h iad to tfca Ltrfaitoo IBamfcal aadaty, Flwa a dhna , VatlV,paia 

91. for the above extract from a letter written by Miaa Elizabeth Clarke, daughter 
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EaM. PbKCT MAtCHBS TO RBIHVOSCB LiBUTBIIAMT 

COLOIIBL SmTB. 

At tbe ccMnnuuid of lieutenant Golonel Smith 
will now test for a brief period, let us go back to 
Boeton and ttart with Earl Percy, on hb misaioQ 
to reinfocce the fonner, and oonnder hit delays and 
difficulties, and why he got no farther than Leang- 
ton. 

As we have seen, It was between a and 3 o^dock 
in the morning when Smith reached Arlington, and 
becoming alarmed at the increasing attention his 
soldiers were attracting — attention that seemed to 
him hostile — he de^tched blick to General Gage 
an urgent request for reinforcements. His mes- 
senger should easily have reached Gage within two 
hours, for to retrace the march was less than six 
miles by knd with an additional half mUe or little 
more by boat across the Charles River. Thus 
General Gage should have had Smith's message by 
5 o'clock. He acted promptly by ordering under 
arms the ist Brigade, consisting of eight companies 
of the 4th, 13d, and 47th Regiments, and to these 
were added two detachments of the Royal Marines 
to be under Maj. John Fitcaim. Two pieces of 
artillery, siz-pounders, were also added to the force, 
and the whcde placed under the command of Lord 
Percy, with the title^ for the occasion, of acting 
brigadier general. His little army numbered about 
Iii000 men. 

It was about 7 o'cfeck when the eight companies 



TBB BATTU OF APKIL 19^ I775. Ilj 

assembled on Tremont Street, and the line extended 
from Scollay Square to the lower part of the Com- 
mon. There they waited for Pitcaim and his 
marines, nearly two hours. Finally it dawned upon 
the mind of General Gage that his orders to that 
worthy officer might still be lying on his desk un- 
opened, for he had been granted permission to 
accompany Lieutenant Colonel Smith as a volun- 
teer, and perhaps had gone. Such proved to be 
the case, and the two hours were lost. Then another 
commander for them was selected, and they were 
in line at 9 o'clock.* Those two hours would have 
brought Percy's forces almost into Concord instead 
of into Lexington village, and would have made 
great difference in the results of the day's fighting. 

Percy, mounted on a beautiful white horse, headed 
the column, and they proceeded over Boston Neck, 
through the present Washington Street, to Roxbury, 
up the hill to the meeting house, then to the right, 
where the old Parting Stone then stood, even as it 
does to-day. In Roxbury his soldiers excited the 
attention of a very young patriot, who laughed 
derisively as the musicians played Yankee Doodle." 
Lord Percy noticed him and asked the reason of his 
mirth. The boy responded: "To think how you 
will dance by-and^by to Chevy Chase." 

The British commander fdt uncomfortable the 
rest of the day beeauae of the tuggestive and pro- 
phetic reply * He continued into Brighton and to 

* FrothiaglMai't iSttoqr o< Uw Sktc o< Bcwtoa. 
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the westerly bank of the Charles River, opposite 
Harvard Square in Cambridge, his route being 
through Harvard Avenue, Franklin Square, Franklin 
Street, Boylston Street and over the Larz Anderson 
Bridge, these being the modern names of various 
parts of the old highway from Brookline village. 
Near Harvard Square the river was narrow and 
easily bridged, and over it was then the only way 
into Boston by road from the upper towns in Mid- 
dlesex County. 

The Americans, anticipating Percy's movements, 
had taken up the planks of the bridge, but did not 
continue the good work thoroughly, for they piled 
them handily on the Cambridge side. It was a 
simple matter for Percy's engineers to cross over on 
the stringers and relay enough of them for his 
soldiers to pass into Cambridge. Had the planks 
been farther removed Percy was prepared to replace 
them, for he had brought with him material for the 
purpose, and carpenters to do the work. He an- 
ticipated the partial dettmction of the bridge, at 
least, and prepared his remed7 acoordingly, and 
most have been surprised at the point where the 
Americans ooodnded their labors. He carried his 
planks along about a mile and a half, and then sent 
them back, as they were onljr an encumbrance. He 
had no use lor them on bis return, for he had another 
plan, as we shaU see later on.* 

It wit at the bridge that Percy marched ahead 
and left his wagon train of supplies to follow on as 

> Rer. IsMC MAotfieU, Jr., dwipUia of GcaenU TbomM't rcfimeat, m • 
Tlial^iftac wrmoa in caap at noAwy Nov. at* I77S> 8m TionMini P«l> 
pit fll tk AMrian KtMiMiMW pMfi tlSi 
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soon as they could safely cross. The delay to 
them was considerable, and to the main army soon 
passed out of sight. 

The roundabout route the British had taken to 
reach Harvard Square was necessary, at that time, 
because, as we have stated, no bridge crossed the 
river lower down. Could he have crossed as we do 
to-day, the distance would have been but a little 
over three miles, whereas it was eight miles as he 
marched, or nearly two hours more time. He could 
not cross in boats as did Lieutenant Colonel Smith 
for two reasons, — first, his soldiers were too many, 
and secondly, the boats were even then moored on 
the Cambridge side awaiting Smith's return. 

When Percy reached Cambridge he was some- 
what puzzled to know just which way to start for 
Lexington. In his official report he declares the 
houses were all shut up and there was not a single 
inhabitant to give him any information about the 
force under Smith. He did find one man, Isaac 
Smith, a tutor in Harvard College, who directed 
him along the right highway. When his fellow 
citizens of Cambridge learned of this free intelligence 
a little later on, they were indignant, and Isaac 
Smith, feeling reproved, shortly afterwards left the 
country for awhile. It does not appear that he 
intended to aid and abet the enemy, but granted 
the little courtesy without thinking of its value. 
It was regretted that Percy was not sent down 
toward or into the marshes bordenng Willis Creek, 
and so delayed an hour or more.^ 

* Edward Everett Uak w Umonai Hktory of Botton. Vol }. 
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The British marched rapidly on leaving Harvard 
Square and were soon quite a distance ahead of the 
baggage train, deeming it safe to leave it to follow 
under the guidance of a sergeant's guard of twelve 
men. It was no small task to get it safely over the 
dismantled bridge, and the delay there was con- 
siderable. Vigilant Americans watched the pro- 
ceedings and realized the opportunity to seize it. 
They hurried on to Arlington to formulate their 
plans for its capture. As Cambridge seemed to be 
generally deserted, the sergeant and his men evi- 
dently felt no uneasiness at their delay. In due 
time, however, they were on the march again, 
headed for Lexington.* 

Not long after they passed the Charlestown road, 
the Beech Street of to-day, Dr. Joseph Warren and 
his friend Dr. Thomas Welsh came into Cambridge. 
Warren lived in Boston, and left his home that 
morning and crossed the ferry into Charlestown. 
There he met Welsh and many other citizens, and 
communicated to them the news he had received 
by special messenger from Lexington. It was then 
about lo o'clock.* A little after, he and Dr. Welsh, 
on horseback, were on their way to Cambridge, 
where they arrived only to find the road ahead 
occupied hy the baggage tnun. They endeavored 
to pass, but were not permitted to do so. Tlie 
•eigeant inquired of Dr. Wanen if he knew wliere 
the British troops then were, but the doctor could 
only give a negative reply. There seemed to be quite 
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a little uneasiness in the minds of the British, as they 
evidently feared they were too widely separated 
from the main body and might be captured.* A 
guard of twelve men is not a large force to conduct 
a baggage train through a hostile country. Percy's 
first and most serious mistake had been committed. 
It was then noontime, or a little after. 

In the meantime about a dozen of the elderly 
men of Menotomy, exempts mostly, assembled 
near the center of the village and awaited the ar- 
rival of the baggage train. Among them were 
Jason Belknap, Joe Belknap, James Budge, Israel 
Mead, Ammi Cutter, and David Lamson, a half 
Indian. Some of them had served in the French 
War. Rev. Phillips Payson, A.M., of Chelsea was 
also present and took an active part.* They chose 
Lamson to be leader, and took a position behind a 
stone wall on the northerly side of the road nearly 
opposite the First Parish Meeting House. As the 
baggage train appeared nearly opposite, Lamson 
ordered his men to rest and aim at the horses, at 
the same time calling out to the sergeant to sur- 
render. He made no reply, and his driver whipped 
up the horses to escape. It was too late, for Ameri- 
can bullets easily stopped them, killed two British 
soldiers and wounded several others.' The soldiers 
then abandoned their charge and ran southerly 
along the westerly shore of Spy Pond, as far as 
Spring Valley, where they came upon an elderly 
lady of Menotomy, known as Mother Bathericke, 

t Edward Evcntt Hdc b Maoaorial ISnaqr «f Bctlaai, VoL J. 
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engaged in digging dandelions. They begged her 
assistance and protection; consequently she con- 
ducted them to the house of Capt. Ephraim Frost, 
where they were detained as prisoners,^ probably 
to their mental relief. They were thoughtful enough 
not to include their guns in the surrender, for some 
were thrown into Spy Pond, and one was ruined by 
•triking it heavily over a stone wall and bending it 
hopelessly out of shape. 

Tlie captured wagons were drawn down into the 
bollowy still to be seen a little northeasterly of the 
preaeat Arlington railroad station, where the con- 
tents were distributed freely to all comefs. The 
remaining Iioraet wm driven off to Medford, and 
the bodies of the dead ones, in accordance with the 
suggestion of the Rev. Kfr. Cook, who feared ez> 
citing the aacer of the returning British, were 
dragged away to the field near Spring Valley, west> 
er^ of Spy Pond, and there lor many years their 
bones bleached in the sun.* 

All other marks of the contest were obliterated 
firom the highway, that Percy might not trace what 
had happened to his baggage wagons and wieak 
vengeance upon the townspeople. 

General Percy' marched less than two miles 
beyond Arlington Centre, when he distinctly heard 
the firing in Lexington. He was not far from the 

I Smith't AddrcM. Some of tbe opporitioa aewtpapcn in EngUad were 
fllli MRT tad MOM qmut MicMtk om tlw Mnnwler of liz hatty toidien to 
cm M wooua. and taqdndl «■ that batfe how aaigr BritMi troops woold k 
Ilka to oooqatr America^ 

• Smttli'tAddnM. 
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boundary line between Arlington and Lexington, 
and the time was, as he has written, between i and 
2 o'clock.* At about that time he met Lieutenant 
Gould of the 4th or King's Own Regiment, who, as 
we have written, was wounded at the North Bridge 
and was then returning in a borrowed Concord 
chaise, drawn by a borrowed Concord horse. From 
him Percy learned the details of Lieutenant Colonel 
Smith's march, and of his present urgent need of 
assistance. He hurried along toward Lexington 
and Lieutenant Gould continued his retreat toward 
Boston, but was captured as he reached Arlington 
village. The exact spot was on the present Massa- 
chusetts Avenue, near Mill Street, and his captors 
were some of the old men who had destroyed the 
baggage wagons. Gould was first taken to Ammi 
Cutter's and then to Medford,* and his own depo- 
sition shows that he was kindly treated. 

At last, after a march of nearly sixteen miles,' 
Percy met the returning force under Lieutenant 
Colonel Smith, who had passed Lexington Common, 
the scene of his engagement in the morning, and 
was down the road toward Boston half a mile. The 
place of meeting was opposite the present Lexington 
High School, and the time between 2 and 3 o'clock. 
Percy being the ranking officer immediately took 
command of the united forces. It did not take him 
long to realize the terrible condition that Smith's 
troops were in, and to minister to their wants. As 

» Sec tlMitMgh or pnEniaary draft oikii report to Olfii 
> Smitb't AddwM, p*fM J I, )s. 
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they halted in the road his own ranks opened to 
receive them, and there they sank to the ground 
utterly exhausted. Such as could eat or drink 
were supplied from his own stores, while the wounded 
were taken still farther down the road, less than a 
quarter of a mile, to the M unroe Tavern, which he 
prooeedcd to ettablith at his headquarters and for 
use hospital. Near the place of meeting, coming 
fai horn the eastward, was then and is now the 
Wobttm Road, the bordering walls of which shet 
tered plenty of American Minute Men. Back a 
Utde to tlie touthwifd rose the modest elevation 
now aometimet called Mti Vernon. Americans 
were thm abo^ lor it was high enough iSor them to 
look down on the liigliwajr veiy nkely if permitted 
to do to. Percy's flankeiiy however , were directed 
to dear «0 wnoiuidliig looitioiit ol enenuee to the 
King, and Mt. Vernon and the Wobiini Road were 
•ooa under the British flag again, or nearly ao. 
But ooca^onally fnm some obscure or neglected 
comer rose a puff of blue smoke, and then the wearer 
of that briniattt red uniform would tumUe over in 
the road, wounded or dying or dead. Little bodies 
of Minute Men, unoiganiied always were seen 
dodging back and forth around the meeting house 
on the Common. Other little groups, and many 
dngly, were noticed dimbing over waOs, emergmg 
from and disappearing again behind dumps of 
bushes and trees and houses— hardly ever in sight 
kmg enough to shoot at. Percy, thinking to awe 
them, wheeled his two siz-pounders into position 
and opened his first cannonade on the meeting house 
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on Lexington G>mmon. It was likewise the first 
cannon fired in the American Revolution. No 
American was killed or even wounded, but the 
house of God in Lexington suffered, and it cost the 
town some money to repair it. The cannon ball 
crashing through the meeting house did have the 
effect to drive the Americans farther back, and 
probably out of musket range for awhile. 

Percy, having thus scattered his near-by enemies, 
then moved one of his six-pounders a few rods down 
the road near the present Bloomfield Street, then up 
the little elevation to the southward, now called 
Mt. Vernon. The precise spot was probably about 
opposite the northerly end of the present Warren 
Street. He strongly supported it with a part of his 
brigade.^ This location was an excellent one for 
artillery, as it commanded the highway for fully a 
mile to Lexington Common and beyond. As before, 
his gunner could find no American long enough in 
one place to aim at. So there were no fatalities. 

While Smith's soldiers were resting, some of those 
under Percy as remlorcements wandered about that 
part of the village bent on mischief and pillage not 
the kind utnally indulged in by the avenge lowdy 
element of an atmy, but on a much larger and 
grander scale. Hbuaet and outljring buildings were 
looted and burned. The first ones were owned by 
Deaooo Joseph Loring, non-combatant, leventy- 
three yean of age and were tltnated dote by the 
meeting place of the two detachmenta, on the 

■ Ib hit report U tutc* that h« "dr«w op Um Brit*d« on a hcaghc'* Oaly 
1ft. Vnoa wu tuUty ■ K iii ftl i fcr wmk m mtmmm, 8m «ko DeatdWb 
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westerly side of the loed. This group of buildings 
consisted of a maniioii iKMMe, a barn aeventy-five feet 
long, and a oorn iMNiie. AD were completely do> 
•tioyed, togetherwith such of tlieir oootents as could 
not be carried away. Abo6t two hnadicd rods 6f 
Loring^s stooe walls were also pushed over, empha- 
nzing strongly the feefing of hostility eiisting among 
the British soldiers lor their American cousins. Hb 
loss was tyto.^ This wanton and needless dettruc* 
tion of property must have been by the express com> 
mand df Percy» for he was but a lew rods away. 

On the easterly side of the road, nearly opposite 
the Loring house, standing on the site of die present 
Russell House, was the home of Matthew Mead. 
That, too, was within a few rods of where Percy sat 
on his white horse, but it was ransacked by his 
soldiers, and Mead's loss was £ioi.* 

Another plundered Leiington home in that 
neighborhood belonged to Benjamin Merriam, one 
of Parker's company, and of course absent. fiOs 
house was not burned, but damaged to the extent 
of £6. His loss of personal property amounted to 
£117, 4s.* The building b still in enstence, but 
has been moved easterly into Wobum Street across 
the railroad tracks. Its original location was on 
the westerly side of Massachusetts Avenue^ a few 
rods north of Winthrop Road, and easily within 
sight of the British commander. Lord Perqr. 

And let us not forget that from that time on 
Percy was in supreme command of the united 
Britbh forces, amounting to nearly i,8oo men. 

* JcMMh rflwli ftml i iy C bi i mi rf H iiii i t iii lM ii IT7S. ^ 



Digitized by Google 



THB BATTLB OP APUL 19^ I775. 115 



His loss in killed and wounded was surprisingly small 
considering the number of Americans in pursuit. 
To him belongs the blame for the burned homes of 
inoffensive non-combatants; for the killing of such 
helpless old men as Raymond; for the summary 
removal of Hannah Adams and her infant from 
child-bed; for the killing of feeble-minded William 
Marcy; for the killing of fourteen-year-old Edward 
Barber. His entire march back to Charlestown was 
thickly dotted with just such incidents, unrelieved 
by any conspicuous merciful action or by any deed 
of bravery. In some respects it was a skilful retreat, 
and in more respects it was a brutal one too. Hap- 
pily for the American patriots in succeeding con- 
tests no other British commander seemed inspired 
by such revengeful instincts. Happily for the 
British historian he has no other such brutal events 
to apologize or blush for. Percy occupies his one 
page in history, uniquely, at least. 

His services in Alnerica terminated soon thereafter 
at his own request, for some reason which we know 
not of. Possibly he was satisfied with the fame, such 
a« it was, which he had won on that glorious day.' 

1 A lujoritjr oi Uw voters of Laoactoo ia to»a mectiac tmnabtrH hmr* f 
MOMd • MM^Mnat**tar BoadL* h cMMomliaa «f ib vMi m that 
NlnctecQtli of April AlaxMt %aj other loenun'* lume would have bees better, 
if it w tkm s tt umu f to —r k > iwming fctliag of nmpta. —d Ui id l iiiw t btwowi 
tMMiiaMQfkbMUood. Itt «M« mm wm lit V«m 9tt«rt. 

Leziagtoo hu nunjr itreet aanct ia memory of that battle day. «ucb ti Adams, 
CUrki^ Haacock^ Maasjr, Ravwi^ Psrqr Road itartt froa acar tbs old Moa- 
fwTavvnb Wlwt bittsr aasM coald tlMr* Va lor tlis tfcwwwukfar a thaa M«»> 
roe ATcnoe, ia memory of Sergt. William Muoroe, or of hia Ktaxidaoo, James S. 
Mnaros, who has gaauowaly b « n aa « ths d tba Tavcra to b« iorcvtr opsa tot pub* 

U iMiiBibar TV iMh^ IMwIwI 6odo» warn km t Im alk fcr 

that p«rpos«. and thsgr km fkmi i fc wi b • fNtc wmfew af hi — ri i i mi 
vahMbl* historical aMMMOM. 
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The next Lexington home to be destroyed by the 
incendiary belonged to the Widow Lydia MuUiken 
and her 8on. It stood not far from Loring's, on the 
main road to Boston, nearly opposite the present 
Munroe School. The clock shop connected with 
the same estate was also burned. As in the pre- 
vious cases such personal effects as were desired by 
the soldiers were first removed and subsequently 
carried away. The works of a valuable musical 
clock were found in the knapsack of a wounded 
Briton when he was subsequently captured.^ The 
Mulliken loss was £431.* 

John Mulliken, cabinet maker, son of the widow, 
and living in Concord, joined in the pursuit and 
came as far as Lexington. There he saw his mother's 
house in flames, which affected him to deeply that 
he could proceed no farther.* 

A modest little home and shop belonging to 
Joshua Bond, standing northwesterly from Munroe 
Tavern, and very near the present beginning of 
"Percy Road," so called, were first looted and then 
burned. His loss was £189, i6s., yd. 

The greater part of these happenings were within 
that first half hour after Percy took command of 
the united British forces, and before he began his 
retreat. This energetic destroyer of American homes 
had selected Munroe Tavern as his temporary head- 
quarters, and ordered his wounded conveyed there 
also. While their wounds were being dressed, hit 

.* LeBUgtOO Historical Society, Procecdinr*. VoL III, page 13$. 
• 8m DooKttle's A View of the Sooth Part of Lexiattoa, {or aa idea of 
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men demanded such fefreshments as the place could 
provide, and, unlike Smith's subordinates in Con- 
cord, were not considerate enough to pay for them. 
So Landlord William Munroe's loss was £203, lis., 
9d., of which £90 was in the "retail shop,** pre- 
sumably of a liquid nature. As he was orderly 
sergeant in Captain Parker's company, he was 
naturally absent on duty, and left a lame man, John 
Raymond, in charge, who waited upon the unbidden 
guests because he was compelled to. His last serv- 
ice was to mix a glass of punch for one of the Red 
Coats, after which he essayed to escape through the 
garden. He was not alert enough, for two soldiers 
fired, and one of their bullets readily overtook him 
as he hobbled away.* Thus one more was added 
to the list of American dead, one of the easiest 
victims, of course, for he was simply an unarmed 
cripple. This probably happened at the rear of the 
Tavern. 

A few rods from the Tavern, down the road 
toward Boston, were two more Lexington homes 
on opposite sides of the street and quite near to 
each other. They are still standing (1921). In the 
one on the westerly side lived Samuel Sanderson, a 
member of Captain Parker's company. He was 
not at home, so they killed his cow instead, not for 
food, but for the pure pleasure of killing something. 
Evidently Landlord Munroe's liquor was having 
some effect, if not in making men braver, then in 
making them more brutal. Sanderson did not 

* A wefuUx writtea newspaper d^vpiof, eridendx (rom ■ Boctoa pcriodtcmi, 
dated April 19^ 185S, praerred ia a acrapbook oooa belontiag to tha Thoiaaa 
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report the amount of his loss to the Legislature. 
On the easterly side of the road lived John Mason 
and family. All were absent so the soldiers per- 
mitted themselves to cany away pioperty to the 
value of £14, 13s. 4d.^ 

Many other homes in Lexington were ransacked, 
mostly during Percy's halt. The total loss, as 
reported to the Legislature in 1 783, amounted to 
£1,761, IS., 5d. Undoubtedly many minor loaaea 
were not reported at all. 

While these events were happening, the American 
Minute Men were not idle. From Mt. Vernon to 
the westward, and from the Munroe meadows to 
the eastward, came many leaden messengers, some 
of them effective. Among the British officers 
wounded, and probably most of them during the 
halt, were Lieutenant Hawkshaw, Lieutenant Cox, 
and Lieutenant Baker of the 5th; Ensign Baldwin 
and Lieutenant McCIoud of the 47th; and Captain 
Souter and Lieutenant Potter of the marinea. 
Many privates were killed and wounded.' 

Shortly after the meeting of Percy and Smith, 
Gen. William Heath of Roxbury arrived in Lexing- 
ton and endeavored to effect the organization of the 
American forces into the semblance of an army. 
Dr. Joseph Warren arrived on the scene at the same 
time. Heath's efforts were hardly successful, as the 
patriots chose to fight as they had from the be- 
ginning, — singly and self-commanded. It appears 
that Heath had first gone to Cambridge to meet 

I Journ.U of E«ch Provincial CuiHW «l MwichwHH to 

* Dc Bcnucrc't Report. 
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the Committee of Safety, and from there intended 
to go to Lexington, but fearing the British were in 
possession of the road in that direction had taken 
one across to Watertown. Finding there some of 
the militia of the town awaiting orders, he directed 
them to Cambridge to take up the planks of the 
Boston bridge, barricade its southerly end and dis- 
pute the passage of the retreating British on their 
way home to Boston. Then he proceeded to Lex- 
ington, and upon his arrival there was generally 
recognized as the commanding officer of the Ameri- 
can forces. He found the people there aroused to 
great excitement, caused by the bombardment of 
the meeting house and the burning of so many 
homes.^ 

It must have been half past 3, or perhaps nearly 
4 o'clock, when Percy gave the order to march. He 
realized the distance to Boston and the dangers 
along the way. **As it now began to grow pretty 
late,'' he says in his official report, "and we had 15 
miles* to retire, and only our 36 rounds, I ordered 
the Grenadiers and Light Infantry to move off 
first,* and covered them with my Brigade, sending 
out very strong flanking parties." 

The imposing display and the vipluit flankers 
hAd the denied effect of keeping the Americans at 
a comparatively sals distance, and so Percy and his 
little army mmhed down through East Lezingtoa 
in safety. ^ 

• HMtk's hUuein, fwf* joi. 

• Tta ha kiJ h aiiii «» Ntm br «f llaibwr* • iMfw aMMlr dhM 

Our lei town. 

• D* Bcnkrt mt* tbt Ligiit lafutijr vm n fras^ Ums tk« Gfetudiin. 



Digitized by Google 



130 



THB BATTLE OF APRIL I9, 1775. 



Tlw looting Metkm picked up contidmble phiiH 
dcf from the alumdoiied boniet along the way, eH- 
dentlj iHthout protest from the mmmandrr. The 
mardi waa a flow oiie, for Smith't weary and womided 
ioldien had to be conaideitd. Many of them were 
on the verge of collapse, and quite a fiew dropped 
out of the ranks for good. De Bemkre in his ao* 
count places the '^nussing'' at 26, One of thos^ a 
German, was discovered by the roadside in East 
Leiington soon after Percy had passed out of sight. 
He was well treated by the Americans, and made 
hit home among them for many years.* 

The Americans killed in Le^ngton during the 
afternoon were Jedediah Monroe and John Ray* 
mond. The British loss was much greater, for the 
Americans were being reinforced constantly by 
Minute Men from the remote towns. Three com- 
panies bom Newton entered the battle at Leangton, 
under the command, r e s pec ti vely, of Capt., Lieuten* 
ant John Marean, 37 men; Capt. Amariah Fuller, 
105 men; and Qipt. Jeremiah Wiswell, 76 men. 
Together these numbered B18 men, making the 
total enrolment of the Americans In pursuit of 
Percy as he passed out of Leiington, 1,954 men. 

Percy's Retreat through Arlington. 

It was not far from half past 4 when the British 
crossed the Lexington line and entered into Arling- 
ton. Their retreating march in Lexington meas- 



> Told to me hy the venerable Cbarlea Brown, Kriog in 191 1 ia Ea*t Leztafl^ 
tarn. Ha graadfathw, Ca^ Ed — d Mnaratt wm •» activ* partkipat fai tiM 
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med about two and one-quarter mOet. Akmg tbe 
road they had ttriven to kill in honorable battle. 
They had tncoeeded but slightly, and paid an nn- 
Qtual prioe with a much larger number of their own 
dead and wounded. Percy's aim seemed to have 
been to terrorize his opponents at whatever cost. 
The life of Raymond was not taken in battlei nor 
can rapine and incendiarism add gkMry to Pdncy*s 
military renown. Leiington's highway to Ailingttm 
ran between pillaged and burning homes, and hb 
soldiers staggered along under heavy burdens of 
property stolen from those whose King was his 
King. Concord and Lincohi, fortunately, have none 
of Percy's deeds related in their chronicles, but Lex- 
ington and Arlington and Cambridge and Somerville 
have good reason to remember hb terrible conception 
of warfare. 

Gen. William Heath, as the commanding oflker 
of the Americans, endeavored to organize his forces 
into something like an army. He did not greatly 
succeed, but re-formed some of the forces that had . 
been scattered by Percy's cannonade directed 
toward the meeting house on Lexington Common.' 

Descending the high lands in the upper part of 
Arlington by the road now known as Appleton 
Street, which skirts along near the base of Arlington 
Heights and drops to the Toot of the Rocks," the 
Americans pressed in greater numbers and greater 
courage on Percy's rear guard. The bravery of 
mdividuals at this point became conspicuous and 
often foolishly hazardous. Percy, in his report. 
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speaks of some concealed in houses by the wayside, 
who would emerge therefrom and approach within 
ten yards to fire at him and his officers, though sure 
of a fatal fire in return. He seemed surprised at 
their enthusiasm, as he called it, evidently forget- 
ting how much he had excited their anger. It is 
almost beyond belief that he could have escaped 
through such a gauntlet, mounted as he was, on 
that beautiful white horse, a conspicuous mark from 
the hillsides along the way. But he did, for such is 
occasionally the fortune of war. 

The forces of the Americans were greatly aug^ 
mented during the pursuit through Arlington. 
Minute Men from the near-by Middlesex towns, and 
from Essex and Norfolk counties, arrived at that 
time and disposed themselves along a line parallel 
to the highway, as their individual fancies dictated, 
and independent of any commander-in-chief. They 
were posted along the hillside to the south, behind 
the walls, and even within buildings adjacent to the 
road, singly and in squads, and among them were 
many unerring marksmen, who added greatly to the 
British loss in killed and wounded. Percy would 
have been dismayed had he known the number of 
reinforcements he must then contend with, but 
they were not paraded for his tnspectioii. Hit own 
army at the hl^iett had not numbered over 1,800 
men, but now condderably depleted by his fotaet 
along the way, it it doubtful if it would equal 1,600 
really eff6Ctive tddiert. 

The Americana entering the contett at Airlingtoii 
were from Brookline, Capt. Thomas White and 95 
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meiiy and possibly two otlier eompaiuet mder GoL 
liiot. Aspbiwill and Maj. Isaac Gardner, nmnber ol 
men unknoini;* Wateitoinv Gapt. Sanmei Barnard* 
134 men; Medfbrd, Gapt. Isaac Hall, 59 men; 
Maiden, Capt« Benjamin Blaney, 75 men; Rod>ury, 
GapL Lemvd Child, 35 men, Capt. William Draper, 
50 men, Capt. Moses Whiting, 55 men; Dedham, 
Capt. Eben Battle, €6 men, Capt. Wm. Bullard, 59 
men, Capt. Daniel Draper, 24 men, Capt. William 
Ellis, 31 men, Capt. David Faiibanks, 14 men, 
Capt. Aaron Filler, 67 men, Capt. George Gould, 
17 men, Capt. Joseph Guild, 59 men; Needham, 
Oipt. Aaron Soiith, 70 men, Capt. Robert Smith, 
75 men, Capt. Caleb Kingsbery, 40 men; Lynn, 
Qipt. Nathaniel Bancroft, 38 men, Capt. William 
Fanington, 52 men, Capt. Rvfds Mansfield, 46 
men, Capt. Em Netrhall, 49 men, Capt. David 
Parlnr, 6$ men; Beverly, Dipt. Caleb Dodge, 32 
men, CapL Larkin Tliomdike^ 48 men, Lieut. Peter 
Shaw, 41 men; Danvers, Capt. Samuel Epes, 81 
men, Capt. Samuel Flint, .45 men, Capt. Israel 
Hutchinson, 53 men, Ckpt. Caleb Lowe^ 13 men* 
Capt. Jeremiah Page, 39 men, Capt. Asa Prince, 37 
men, Capt. Edm. Pntnam, 17 men, dpt. John Put- 
nam, 35 men; Menotomy, Capt. Beijamin Locke, 
53 men. Undoubtedly some of Locke's men were 
engaged earlier in the day, particularly those who 
lived in Arfington, for 26 of them assembled on the 
Common at daybreak, and must have gone up to 
Leangton, at least. Of the other members, 11 

> Bdhoi^ BraoUhk WUuf* wm A> wm»V » 9k Mm far py. 
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w«e lioiii Charlettown, 7 from Boston, 3 from 
Stoneluiin, 2 fram Lenngton, i from Newtoo, and i 
whose residence is unknown. Together these leuH 
forcements at Arlington numbered 1,779 inen. 

Under the combined efforts of General Heath 
and Dr. Warren the Minute Men were encouraged 
to rally and draw nearer the rear guard of Percy's 
ooliimn, to harass and destroy them. The two 
British field pieces were often turned on the Ameri- 
cans, but were too cumbersome for effective use 
against the elusive Minute Men. The cannon balls 
went tearing up the road, smashing trees and shrubs, 
toppling over stone walls, pushing jagged holes 
through buildings, striking terror into the hearts of 
women and children and presumably many of the 
men, who were unused to war. 

This renewal of activities commenced in Arlington 
where the road comes in from Lexington and skirts 
along the northerly base of Peirce's Hill, now called 
Arlington Heights. The descent from there to the 
plain is by a steep grade, and the lower end of that 
part of the highway was then, and is now, known 
as "Foot of the Rocks." This skirting, curved 
road around Peirce's Hill still exists. Its easterly 
end is now called Applcton Street, and its westerly 
end, Paul Revere Road. Since that time a straighter 
road with gentler grade has been made to connect 
the two ends of that part of Battle Road, and forms 
a part of the new Massachusetts Avenue from Boston 
to the Concord line. 

It was at the "Foot of the Rocks" that Dr. War- 
ren, brave even to recklessness, exposed himself to 
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some vigilant British marksman, who could not fail 
to notice his enthusiasm and influence. The bullet 
came dangerously near the Doctor's head, so near, 
5n fact, as to strike a pin from his earlock.* Here, 
also, Dr. Downer of Roxbury engaged in single 
combat with a British soldier, whom he slew with 
a bayonet thrust.^ 

Toward the summit of Peirce's Hill was the Rob- 
bins home. The family had fled. Percy's flank 
guard ransacked the house, built a Are on the kitchen 
floor, which burned off a line full of wet clothes 
hanging over it, letting them fall into the flames 
which were thereby extinguished.* 

Down this road a little farther stood the Tufts 
Tavern, once occupied by Mr. Cutler, the rich 
farmer and butcher, but at that time by John Tufts, 
previously of Medford, whose wife was Rebecca, a 
daughter of Mr. Cutler. It will be recalled that 
Tofts had been aroused in the early morning by the 
British, and when they returned the family had 
fled. Soldiers broke into the upper end of it, kNided 
themselves with such plunder as they could carry 
away, and maliciously destroyed some that they 
were obliged to leave behind. One thrust his bayo- 
net through the best mirror, the frame of which was 
long preserved,* while others, thinking to serve their 
King, opened the taps of the casks containing mo- 
lasses and spirits, allowing them to escape. Then 

1 HMtk't Memoir*. 

• lira. IHfe Nrot't mttsMat is Saitk*! AMmm^ pam jf. 

» Mrs. Almir* T. Wbittemort in Ptrkcr't ArIm(toe, p»gt 194. Tbe uvern b 
•till •taading, or p*rt ci it, numbered 965 MMMchoMtU Arcauc, oppoeitt Mt. 
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they set fire to the building, and left in haste to 
rejoin their retreating companions. A faithful col- 
ored slave of Mr. Cutler's, watching from a distance, 
entered soon after their departure and extinguished 
the fire. 

Richer plunder awaited the looters at the home of 
Joseph Adams, a venerable deacon of the Second 
Precinct Church. He had remained at home with 
his family until Percy's troops came into sight up 
the road. Then fearing that his outspoken views, 
strongly antagonistic to the British ministry,- might 
subject him to abuse by Percy and his soldiers, he 
determined to make his way across the fields to the 
Rev. Mr. Cook's bam. He was seen, and a volley 
of bullets followed, but he reached the barn and 
hid in the hay. Some of the soldiers followed, even 
into the barn, and pierced the hay with their bayo- 
nets, but he was not exactlf there. Some of them 
burst open the door of his home, and three broke 
into the chamber where lay his wife and their infant 
child, but a few days old. The mother was too ill to 
even arise. One of the soldiers opened the bed cur- 
tains, and with fixed bayonet pointing to her breast 
seemed about to slay her. She begged him not to 
kill her, but he only angrily replied, "Damn you!" 

Another soldier, with a more humane heart, intef^ 
ceded, and said, "We will not kill the woman if she 
will go out of the house, but we will surely bum it." 

Inspired by the threat, Mrs. Adams then arose, 
drew a blanket about herself and little infant,* and 
painfully made her way to the com house close by. 

* TU» IHtk cbiU lived into mwMBhood and bcoiint tiM wife el Jamct UiD. 
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It was the first journey since her illness, as far as 
her chamber door even. Other children were left 
within the house, as she was too weak to be of any 
assistance to them. They had hidden under a bed, 
but curiosity getting the better of Joel, aged nine 
years, the little folks were all discovered, but not 
harmed. They saw the sheets stripped from the 
beds and household valuables dumped into them, 
even including the works of an old clock, an heir- 
loom in the family. Most valuable of all the booty 
was the silver tankard belonging to the communion 
service given to the church in 1769, by Jonathan 
Butterfield. It was subsequently pawned by the 
thief to a Boston silversmith, Austin by name, who 
read the engraved inscription thereon and notified 
Deacon Adams. After the evacuation of Boston by 
the British the two deacons redeemed the tankard 
ftt their own expense, and returned it to the church, 
where it is still in use. 

The soldiers of Lord Percy then emptied a basket 
of chips on the floor, set them on fire with a brand 
horn the hearth, and went on their way. The 
Adams children put out the blaze with a quantity 
of home-biewed beer, but not until the floor was 
badly burned, the tuSSmg iiiioiDed» and a quantity of 
pewter plates on the dresser mehed*' 

A little farther along, on the we st e rl y side of the 
road, lived Jason Russell, aged fifty-eight years.* 

Mn.Adaas'td^ontiaBMidSauUi'tAddnac.iriKrcta Iw qootca Mn. TIms. 
BA siM*fa«sfcw Ml*. Mmm Bwr. Ur. Bi«w*li Umm m Wmm WM, 

•ad S. G. Damoo't artidc b Tb« Chrittiaa R^ittcr, Oct. sS* l8S4- 

* Bon Jul ss, 1717. Paift'i Uktonr of Cambridfli^ Tbt oU ymio— 
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Somewhat helpless because lame, he had started 
with his family at noontime for refuge at George 
Prentiss's on the hill. After going a little way he 
felt impelled to return and look after the safety of 
his home. He barricaded his gate with bundles of 
shingles and from behind them took his position to 
fire upon the enemy as they should come along and 
pass by in the road a rod away. Rather a feeble 
fortress from any military standpoint, and one that 
proved to be a death trap for its builder. Northerly 
across the road and across the brook lived Ammi 
Cutter, a kindly neighbor, who came and pleaded 
with Russell to abandon his dooryard for a place of 
greater safety. Russell replied that "An English- 
man's house is his castle." Cutter remained by his 
side until the advancing British were seen up the 
road, and then started on the run across the road, 
over the wall and through the fields toward his 
home. Reaching the old mill yard, and still run- 
ning, he stumbled and fell between two logs, and 
the enemy's bullets scattered bark over him as he 
lay. They thought him dead because he fell as 
they fired, and so they left him. But he was en- 
tirely uninjured. 

• Back of the Russell House in a southerly direc- 
tion the land slopes gently upward for a little way, 
and then rises to a considerable height. Near the 
foot of this hill a goodly number of Americans were 
posted, among them the men from Danvers. Ap- 
proaching along the slope of the hill, and parallel to 
the highway, was a strong British flanking party 
driving all before it. The Americans at that point 
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were too few to openly resist, so retreated and en- 
tered the Russell House. Down the road came the 
main body under Perqr, who^ perceiving the MnQte 
Men, advanced and opened fire. Russell being 
lame, was the latt to reach the doorway, where two 
bttUett felled him. The aoldiert mdied In and 
pierced luniy aa he lay, with eleven bayonet thnuts. 
Then they entered the honae, and witMn that littie 
home enacted the bloo^ett tragedy of the day. 
Here the seven men Irem Danveri were killed. 
The other Americana retreated to the cdlar, and 
from the foot <rf the stairs threatened death to any 
Briton iHio should come down. One attempted to, 
and died on the way. Another died in the struggle 
overhead. Then the house was plundered In ac- 
cordanoe with Percy's method of warfare. 

After the British had passed, the Americans 
gathered at the home of Jason Russell. The dead 
from the yard and within the house were laid, side 
by side, in the little south room. There were twelve 
of them, and the blood horn their wounds mingled 
in one common pool upon the floor.* 

The highway from Jason Russell's house to the 
center ol Arlington village proved to be the bloodiest 
half mile of all the Battle Road. Withm this little 
stretch were killed twenty or more Americans, and 
as many or more Britons. And here, on the north- 
erly side of the road, not far from where the British 
convoy was captured in the forenoon, stood another 
Adams home. It was punctured with bullets, and 

> Koni't Addrtu aad Smitk'i AddrcM. TIm old hoM h atiU auikdiac. though 
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it was stained with blood, for the dead and dying 
and wounded were carried there after the combat- 
ants had passed on.^ 

One of the most unequal duels of any war was 
fought near here, between the venerable Samuel 
Whittcmore, aged eighty years, and a number of 
British soldiers, acting as a flanking party, on the 
easterly side of the road. 

Whittcmore lived with a son and grandchildren 
near Menotomy River, and had been aroused early 
in the morning by the passing of Smith's forces on 
their way to Concord. Mrs. Whittcmore then 
commenced her preparations for flight to another 
son's house, near Mystic River, toward Medford. 
She supposed that her husband intended to accom- 
pany her, but was surprised to And him engaged in 
the warlike occupation of oiling his musket and 
pistols and sharpening his sword. In his younger 
days he had been an officer in the militia. She 
urged him to accompany her and the children. He 
refused, with the excuse that he was going ** up town," 
at he expressed it. He did so, arriving there before 
the Britifh had returned. When thqr reached the 
nei^borhood of the present railroad croesing they 
hal^d» tome of them opposite Myttic Street. Whit- 
temore had potted himtelf behind a ttone wall, down 
Myttic Street about four hundred and fifty feet, 
near the comer of the pretent Chettnut Street. 
The dittanee teemed an easy range for him, and he 

* It Mood aMttrlr ol tlia old Towa iUlL Whta th« r«ilro*d wmt tknMfk 
The grand old elm that ihwlrf jui wt» tmutytH Immm^tad a MMJkr 
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Opened fiie^ killiiig the aoldier lie aimed mt. They 
ouitt have diiooveied hb hidmg pkoe- Irmh the 
imoke-puff, and hastened to dote hi on him. With 
one pittol lie killed the second Biitmi, and with hit 
other iitall7 wonnded a third one. In the mean- 
time the ever vigilant flank guard were attracted 
to the oontett, and a bafl from one of their mvtkett 
ttruck hit head and rendered him oncon ic iont. 
Thef ruthed to the spot, and dohbed him with 
their mtitkets and pierced him with thehr bayonett 
until they Idt sure that he was dead. Spoa after 
they left him he wat found by the Americans, and.at 
he teemed to ttill Bve they boce him to the Gooper 
Tavern. Dr. TViftt of Medford was summoned, but 
dedared it nseku to dress so many wounds, as the 
aged man could not posttUy survive. Hbwcnrer, 
be was permaded to try, and Whittemore lived 
eighteen mote years, dying in 179) at the age of 
ninety-eight. When he was r ecov er ing, his wife 
could not forbear asking him if he did not regret 
he had not remained with the rest of the fanuly 
from the first. But the old hero, still suflering 
from hb many wounds, replied, ^Nol I would run 
the same chance again.*^ 

Four hundred fset farther ak»g, at the comer of 
the Medford road, now Medford Street, stood the 
Gooper Tavern, Beiyamin Gboper, landkxd. He 
and his wife Rachel were miiing flip at the bar. 
Two of their guests, and possibly those two were 
all at the time^ were Jason Winship^ about forQr-tve 
years old, and his brother4n4aw, Jabeg Wyman, in 

»ittWMt«IF.aWtlWwnM. S^hMiaiiiii»>MW4j.4» 
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his fortieth year.* Evidently they were non-com- 
batants, and as such expected to remain unmolested. 
But the soldiers were lashed to a fury by the recep- 
tion they had met along the road, particularly that 
of the last half mile. So many houses along the 
way had concealed Minute Men that about all were 
freely riddled with bullets, then ransacked, and 
then set on fire. Cboper Tavern was not considered 
by them as a privileged exception. More than a 
hundred bullets were fired into it through the doors 
and windows. Then the soldiers entered for their 
finishing strokes. Mr. and Mrs. Cooper escaped to 
the cellar, but Wyman and Winship, both unarmed, 
were stabbed in many places, their heads mauled 
until their skulls were broken and brains scattered 
about on the floor and walls.* 

The death of these two unarmed men formed the 
climax of Arlington's part of the battle, for Percy's 
troops passed through the rest of the town and 
crossed Menotomy River into Cambridge without 
farther bloody incident. 

The Americans who were killed in Arlington 
were Jason Russell, Jason Winship, and Jabez 
Wyman of Arlington; Reuben Kennison of Bev- 
erly; Samuel Cook, Benjamin Daland, Ebenezer 
Goldthwait, Henry Jacobs, Perley Putnam, George 
Southwick, and Jotham Webb of Danvers; Elias 
Haven of Dedham; William Flint, Thomas Hadley, 
Abednego Ramsdell, and Daniel Townsend of 
L3mn; William Polly and Henry Putnam of Med- 
ford; Lieut. John Bacon, Nathaniel Chamberlain, 

1 OttHf'* Ailiattoa aad Paiit't CMibridit*> 
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Amot Millty Seigt. Etitha MiHt, and Jooatbaii 
Pkrkerof Needham; Be^jtmb Pctroe of Saleni; and 
Jacob Goolid^e of Watertown. Hwte numbered 
twenQr-ive^ and oonttitnted half of all the Americana 
kilted during the day. 

The wounded in Arlmgton were Samuel Whitte- 
more of Arlington; Nathaniel Qeavet, Samuel 
Woodbuiy, and William I>od|e» |d, of Bevertjr; 
Nathan Putnam and Denniaon WaUaoe of Danven; 
Israel Everett of Dedham; Eleaaer Kingabuiy, and 
a ton of Dr. Tolman, of Needham. They nunw 
bered nine out of the thirty-nine Americana wounded 
during the day. 

The British killed in Arlington were at least fer^t 
more than half of all their loss during the day. 

The patriot dead of old Menotomy and her sister 
towns were gathered^ and twelve of them ph^ed on 
a sled and drawn hf a yoke of osen to the little 
vilUige churchyard. Thm they were laid awmy in 
<me large grave, side by side» in the same bloody 
garments they wore when they leU. One monu* 
ment marks iJie place. In the meeting house dose 
by friends and reladyes met on the fdkwing Sab« 
bath, and we are told that among them were Anna, 
infant granddaughter of Jason Russell, born on the 
day ol the battle, and the little son of Jason Winship, 
who was brought to the altar for baptism. It must 
have been a sacred and patriotic consecration for all.^ 
Some of the other slain from distant towns were 
borne by their comrades back to their own homes.* 

In Arlington, then, as the casualties show, the 
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battle reached its climax. The savage ferocity of 
the personal encounters show to what a maddening 
frenzy the King's troops had been wrought. As in 
Lexington, Percy attempted the wholesale destruc- 
tion of the American homes by the torch, but so 
closely had he been followed by the ever-increasing 
Minute Men that his efforts were futile. His 
soldiers had the time to start the fires, but not the 
time to fan them into conflagrations, and thus old 
Menotomy escaped the fate of Lexington. 

Percy continued his march through the town of 
Arlington, crossing Menotomy River into Cambridge 
between 5 and 6 o'clock. The Minute Men hovered 
dangerously near his rear guard, so that he paused 
often long enough to wheel his two six-pounders 
about and prevent them from coming too near. 
They were entirely without fatal effect, but inspired 
at all times a wholesome respect, and kept the 
Americans farther away. 

Percy's Retrsat through Cambriogb* 

OccasbnaUy the contett nanowed down to per- 
sonal encounters between two or more. It was near 
the Menotomy River, on the Cambridge side, tliat 
Lieutenant Bowman of Arlington overtook a strag- 
gler from the British ranks and engaged him in 
single combat. Both had guns, but neither one was 
loaded. The Briton rushed at Bowman with fixed 
bayonet, but the latter warded it off, and with his 
musket clubbed his antagonist to the gfonhd. Then 
he took him prisoner.' 
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Cambridge was the home of Capt. Samuel 
Thatcher's company of 77 men, but it is probable 
that Smith had encountered them as far back as 
Lincoln, for the muster roll in the Massachusetts 
Archives states that most of them marched twenty- 
eight miles, which would mean up into Lincoln and 
return, and to Charlestown Neck and return. 

Percy's march through Cambridge, from Menot- 
omy River to the Somerville line, measured nearly 
a mile and a quarter. The Provincials expected 
that he would return to Boston by the route he 
came out; that is, through Harvard Square over 
Charles River bridge into Brighton, thence through 
Rozbury, and along Boston Neck and into Boston. 
Anticipating as much, it was ordered that the bridge 
should be made impassable. But Percy deemed it 
wise to hurry on to Charlestown, trusting that 
General Gage would have an ample force there to 
receive and protect him. It was several miles 
nearer, and with no possibility of dismantled bridges 
to reconstruct for his troops to pass over. Nor 
should it be forgotten that Percy's original plan was 
to remain that night, at least, in Harvard Square, 
but he had not counted on tuch intense hostility 
from to large an army of Minute Men in open re- 
bellion. He deemed it wiser, therefore, to move 
oonsuntly forward toivinl*tlie main army. 

Hiis inile and a quartar in Gunbridge proved to 
be one of oontbeal battle alto. The Ameficani 
were ever on the alert, growing more and more 
active as they realized more and more the. real 
meaning of the invasion. He sight of many of 
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the British soldiers loaded down with plunder; the 
curling smoke and flames from American dwellings; 
the dying and the dead, some of them horribly 
mutilated, scattered all along the highway, were at 
last inspiring an intense feeling of hatred and a 
longing for a satisfjring vengeance. Percy's army 
experienced practically the same sensations. Trained 
as soldiers to the usages of open warfare, they 
deemed the frontier method of fighting as unfair 
and cowardly. They held in contempt the man 
who should remain concealed in safety and shoot 
down one who was compelled to remain in the open. 
Undoubtedly, too, the memory of a comrade, lying 
at the North Bridge, with that ugly hatchet death- 
wound in the head, aroused the most savage instincts 
that seemed to cry for brutal retaliation. Whitte- 
more and Wyman and Winship seem to have been 
victims of vengeance rather than of war. 

The Americans did not profit much by the lessons 
which they had received earlier in the day, for they 
again fell victims to the British flankers. Quite a 
number had gathered near the home of Jacob 
Watson, situated on the southerly side of the high- 
way near the present Rindge Avenue. Their fragile 
security was a pile of empty casks, not far from the 
road, from behind which they awaited the oncoming 
of the British. But the flank guard came up in 
their rear, unobserved, and completely surprised 
them, killing Maj. Isaac Gardner of Brookline, a 
favorite son of that town, and the first graduate of 
Harvard College to fall in the war, and two Cam- 
bridge men, — John Hicks, nearly fifty years old, 
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and Moses Richardson, fifty-three years old; also 
near the same place another Cambridge man, Wil- 
liam Marcy, as tradition says,* of feeble intellect 
and a non-combatant. He was sitting on the fence 
evidently enjoying the military spectacle, and per- 
haps good-naturedly cheering on the marching Red 
Coats. His friendly demonstrations were entirely 
mistakei) for shouts of derision. In the midst of 
his simple pleasure some Briton esteemed it his duty 
to kill him as an enemy of the King. The British 
loss at this place was but one killed. 

On they marched, wheeling to the left, into Beech 
Street, a thoroughfare about seven hundred feet long, 
and thence out of Cambridge and into Somerville. 

Soon after this the wife of John Hicks, whose home 
is still standing (1921) at the corner of Dunster and 
Winthrop streets, fearing for his safety, sent her son, 
fourteen years of age, to look for him. He had been 
absent since morning, and undoubtedly the noise of 
battle, a mile and a quarter away, coming across the 
fields, bore a sad burden of prophecy. Her miigivingfl 
were well founded, for the son found his father by 
the loadiidewlieve he fell, and near hiin the otheis* 

The body of Isaac Gardner wis taken to Bxookfine 
ftnd theie bvfied the iMBt day. Tberemahuof John 
Hicks, Mbset RichaidiMii, and Willuim Marcy were 
inunediatety taken to the little churchyard near the 
Cbnimon, a mile from where they felL They were 
buried in one grave, wHhoiit oolBnt or shrouds even. 
A son of Moses Riduudsoo, standing by, realizing 
that the earth was to fall directly on their faces, 
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jumped down into the grave and arranged the cape 
of his father's coat, that it might ahield him some- 
what from the falling earth. 

We may wonder now at that hasty burial, withoilt 
much, if any, ceremony; but let us associate with 
it the trail of the invading army, and of what seemed 
possible for the morrow, if that army should return, 
greatly reinforced, for vengeance. Boston was not far 
away, and General Gage even then might be prepar- 
ing to move on Cambridge with a force sufficiently 
large for its subjection. The Americans did not fully 
realize their own power or their own courage, not 
even as well as General Gage did, who wisely decreed 
to remain in Boston and Charlestown, and decide 
later whether to pursue an aggressive or a defensive 
campaign. The spontaneous rousing of the country 
was an impressive one for the British commander. 

It had evidently been Percy's plan to camp on 
Cambridge Common that night, and while awaiting 
expected reinforcements, or upon their arrival, lay 
the buildings of Harvard College, and others, in 
ruins. Such a course would have been in harmony 
with his warfare in Lexington and Arlington, and 
serve, as he thought, as a practical lesson for those in 
rebellion, of the disposition and readiness of their 
Ring to wreak a swift and terrible vengeance upon 
his enemies.* But Percy's plans were rudely disar- 
ranged, and he commenced to realize that he was 
really being driven back to Boston. 

> 8m Tkaakaghriaf Scnuw ia tk« Caap at Rcnboijr Nov. sj, 1775, bgr Rev. 

fullx believed lucb plana to have bceo made, and itatea that hia Informatioa 
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Pbrct'8 Rbtrsat through Somerville. 

It was tboat ludi past 6 o'clock wliai Percy kft 
Cambridge and entered the pieieiit city of Somer- 
ville, Cfoating the Hue at the comer of Beech and 
Elm streets. Just about at the Somerville line the 
battle was hotly renewed. Near the comer of Beech 
Street} and on the easterly side of Elm Street, stood 
the house of Timothy Tufts. Here Percy halted hit 
army while his two field pieces were dragged up the 
hill back of the Tufts house and discharged toward 
his pursuers, with the usual result of his canaouadingy 

none killed. From out a grove a little way up the 
road came a scattering lire ol American sharpshooterSi 
and in consequence quite a number of Britons were 
killed. They fell in the road, just in firont of the 
T^ house, and a tablet there marks where they 
were buried. 

Along Elm Street to Oak Street, and then con- 
tinuing in Somerville Avenue, was their route when 
the march was resumed. At the foot of Laurel 
Street on Somerville Avenue was then a little pond. 
Into that many weary Britons threw themselves, 
some for the refreshing plunge, others to quench 
their thirst.^ 

Their march was continued rapidly now, and in 
consequence the fatalities on the American side were 
slight, if any, on the road from the Tufts house 
through Bow Street, for that was a part of Battle 
Road then, to Union Square. From the latter 
place they continued through Washington Street, 
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where the American sharpshooters had a grand 
opportunity to renew their havoc. Washington 
Street skirts along the westerly foot of Prospect Hill, 
the summit of which commands easily a stretch of 
highway for more than half a mile. Many were 
killed and wounded, some of the latter of whom 
were taken into the house then standing at the 
comer of Washington and Prospect streets. Here 
Percy paused long enough to train his two field 
pieces up the road, and again with his usual lack of 
fatal results. But he checked the Americans. 

A little way farther along on the northerly side of 
the road stood the home of Samuel Shed. Percy's 
troops halted there for the few moments necessary 
to turn his field pieces on his pursuers again. While 
there, one of the Britons, ambitious for plunder, 
entered the Shed home, and, finding a bureau or 
highboy filled with household effects, commenced 
the work of selecting what he desired. It took him 
too long, for his companions passed on and left him 
still too busy to notice their departitie or the coming 
of the Americani. BuUets came thiongh the window, 
one of whidi killed him, and three fiddled the old 
bureau, spattering hit bh^od oiver it and on the 
iloor.^ 

A few rods farther the grassy slope of Froapect 
Hill descended in a southerly direction to Wathing- 
ton Street, then called the Oimbridge Road. Jamea 
Miller, about tizty-aiz yean old, stood there await> 
ing the British. With him was a companion, and 

S Tl* old hifhbojr wu in czisuaoe ia 1910, and tmrared by a Somenrilk 
■■■•FnacfalWti,t0«lMiKdaicMM. Ilwf«w«li^frtA toMooltiaiM 
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both fired with deadlf effect, again and agdn, at 
the Britith marched by in the road helov. They 
were ditoovered finally, and MiUef^a oompanioii 
uiged him to retreat. 

'*Come, Miller, we've got to ga" 

*'rm too old to run/* refdied Miller, and he re* 
mained, only to be pierced with a volley of thirteen 
bnllett.' home was bvt a ehort dbtance down 
the road, and is still standing, next to the house on 
the easterly comer of Washington and Franklin 
streets. 

Miller was the only American killed in Somerville, 
as the British were in too full retreat to act very 
much on the aggressive. Their loss was oonsideiw 
able, however, aldog the entire Battle Road, for the 
Minute Men were exceedingly active in the rear 
and 00 the northerly nde of the road, particularly. 

The policy of property destruction was contmued 
by Percy through Somorville. The limited time at 
his command did not allow of very thorough work, 
but he accompfished something. The estate of 
James Miller, whom they killed on the slope of 
Prospect Hill, was damaged to the extent of £4, 12s. 
Ebeneier Shed lost his house, bam, and another 
building valued at £140^ and the damage to hb 
.crop, fences, etc., he estimated at £279^ 3s., ad. The 
widow of Abigal Shed suffered to some extent in the 
same way.* 

> X. C BoaA m ardeb ob BemtnVk, b DnIiPt Wmif «l iimiwi 

Cooatjr, VoL t, PM* Stt- 
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Percy's Arrival in Charlestown. 

The sun set at 7 o'clock on that nineteenth day 
of April, in 1775.' It never rose again on Middlesex 
County under kingly rule. Percy must have been 
in the vicinity of Union Square, Somerville, at that 
particular moment. The pauses for his artillery 
demonstration; the destruction of the few build- 
ings; the killing of Miller; and the hurried march 
to the Charlestown line did not occupy more than 
half an hour. It was just dark enough for the 
musket flashes to be seen across the marshes and 
across the waters of the Charles River to the Boston 
shore, where were grouped anxious watchers await- 
ing the news of battle. 

Percy's thirty-six rounds for each of his soldiers 
had been about all expended. He describes the fire 
all around his marching column as "incessant," 
coming from behind stone walls, and from houses 
which he at first supposed had been evacuated.* 

Charlestown Common, now Sullivan Square, was 
soon reached, and his column gladly wheeled to the 
right and marched up Bunker Hill. As they did so, 
a mile away, on top of Winter Hill, in Somerville, 
were just then arriving three hundred more Ameri- 
cans, who had marched from Salem under Col. 
Timothy Pickering. They were half an hour late 
to be particularly effective. No blame can be at- 
tached to them for that, for there were thousands of 
other Minute Men from distant towns who were also 

* Low'i Almaoack, Boston. 1775. 
■ Sec hi* report to General Gafe. 
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late for April 19, but who were in ample time to 
join the besieging army on April 20. 

Opposite Qiarlestown G>mmon, now Sullivan 
Square, on the comer of the road to the Penny 
Ferry which croMed the Mystic River to Everett,' 
stood the home of William Barber, set captain. His 
famfly consisted of his wife, Anne Hay, and their 
thirteen duMfen. One of tlicin, Edward, fonrtetii 
years old, sat at the window looking out upon die 
bffilOant pageant of matching soldiers in the voad. 
Many of tlie soldiers must have seen hin, for he 
wit not in hiding. One did, at aU events, and with 
that tldftt for Ulfinf some one» even though but t 
boy, shot him tnd stw Um fill bt^ into the room 
dead« Thus Edward Baiber bectme Cbt iktt own't 
mtrtyr of ^pril 19^ tnd the Ittt of the sitin on thtt 
dty. 

While Chtrkstown did not officially contribute to 
the Ofganized Minute Men who were pursuing Percy, 
yet mtny individutls must htve been In the Amen* 
ctn rtnks, for in the tftemoon Genertl Gtge wrote 
to Jtmet Russell of Qitriestown thtt htr htd been 
Informed people of thtt town htd gone ont trmed 
to oppose His Mtjesty^s troops, tnd thtt if t single 
mtn more went out trmed» the most distgreetble 
consequences might be expected. The people of 
Chtflestown indeed htd retson to be in terror, 
snrroonded ts they were by the soldiers, frenzied 
by their dlststrons retrett from Lezbgton. The 
selectmen trrtnged with Percy tn tnnistice, tgreeing 
thtt the troops should not be ttttdced, tnd thtt 

> Everett wMth«t9«t«flirilak 
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assistance should be given in getting them across 
the ferry to Boston, provided they would not attack 
the citizens or destroy their homes. This agree- 
ment seems to have been kept in good faith by 
both parties.^ British officers walked up and down 
the streets, directing the women to keep within 
doors. 

Percy's force remained on Bunker Hill until 
arrangements were completed for their trip across 
the Charles River to Boston. The wounded were 
sent over first, being conveyed by the boats of the 
"Somerset" man-of-war, which still lay there, as it 
did when Revere crossed, the night before. 

General Gage sent pickets from Boston, selected 
from the loth and 64th Regiments, to do guard duty 
in Charlestown.* 

Gen. William Heath, as commander of the Ameri- 
can forces, assembled the officers of the Minute Men 
at the foot of Prospect Hill, in Somerville, for a 
council of war. Then he ordered the formation of 
a guard to be posted near, and sentinels along the 
road now known as Washington Street in Somerville, 
and Cambridge Street in Charlettown, to Charles- 
town Neck. The remainder of the force was ordered 
back to Cambridge,* which place was to be for 
a wliile the headquarters of the American Army. 

> Pt Wwitf wf> lUpcrt. 
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Ammicams Killbd, Woumobd and Missing. 

ifetoii. — Killed: Gapt. Isaac Davis, James Hay^ 
waidy Abner Hosmer. Wounded: Luther BlaiH 
duurd and Eieldel Davis. 

i^f/tfifCM.— Killed: Jason Rusiell, Jason Winship^ 
JabesWjrman. Wounded: Samuel Whittemore. 

— Killed: Captain Jonathan Hl^Uaon. 
Wounded: Job Lane. 

BiVirfy. — Killed: Reuben Kenmson. Wounded: 
Nathaniel Cleaves» William Dodge, 3d, Samuel 
Woodbury. 

BilUrka, — Wounded: Timothy Blanchard, John 

Nicbob. 

^rooi(/ffi/.~ Killed: Maj. Isaac Gardner. 
Cambridge, — Killed : John Hicks, WiUiam Marcy, 
Moses Richardson. Missing: Samuel Frost, Seth 

CoffdPfA—* Wounded: Capt. Nathan Barrett, 
Jonas Brown» Capt. Charles Miles, CSpt. George 
Minot, Abel Prescott, Jr. 

Charlestown. — Killed : Edward Barber. 

Chelmsford, — Wounded: Oliver Barron, Aaron 
Chamberlain. 

Danvers. — Killed: Samuel Cook, Benjamin Da- 
land, Ebenecer Goldthwait, Henry Jacobs, Perley 
Putnam, George Southwick, Jotham Webb. 
Wounded: Nathan Putnam, Dennison Wallis. 
Missing: Joseph Bell. 

D^dAam. — Killed: Elias Haven. Wounded: Is- 
rael Everett. 

Ffominglum. — Wounded: Daniel Hemenway. 
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Lixington, — Killed: John Brown, Samuel Hadley, 
Caleb Harrington, Jonathan Harrington, Jr., Jede- 
diah Munroe, Robert Munroe, Isaac Muzzy, Jonat 
Parker, John Raymond, Nftthaaiel Wymuk, 
Womided: Fnncn Brown, Joseph Gomce, Prince 
Bstabiooky Nathaniel Farmer, Ebencaer Mimroe, 
Jr., Jedcdkh Munroe (killed later), Timothy Mun- 
loe^* Sokxnon Pierce, John Robbbs, John Udd, 
Tbomat Winship. 
ZtfKo/ii.— Woonded: Joshua Brooka. • 
Zyufi. — Killed: William Flint, Thomas Hadley, 
Abednego Ramsdell, Daniel Townsend. Wounded: 
Joshua Felt, Timothy Monroe. Missing: Josiah 
Breed. 

J#^Of^— Killed: WiDiam Polly, Henry Ptotnam. 

J^mAom.^ Killed: Lieut. John Bacon, Nathaniel 
Chamberiain, Amos Mills, Sergt. Elidia MOIs, 
Jonathan Parker* Wounded: Eleazer Kingsbury, 
•— Tolman (son of Dr. Tolman). 

Nnrtan. ~~ Wounded: Noah WiswelL 
— Missing: Elijah Seaver. 

Sdlnii. Killed: Benjamin Pierce. 

SominiUi, — Killed: James Miller. 

SiuAiify.^ Killed: Josiah Haynes, Asahd Reed. 
Wounded: Joshua Haynes, Jr. 

Slow, — Wounded: DanklConant. 

JFaliHimm, — Killed: Joseph Cbolidge. 

FokifM.— Killed: Asahd Porter, DanidThompson. 
Wounded: Jacob Bacon, Johnson, George Reed. 

Total number killed, 49; wounded, 4a; missing, 
5; toulloss,96. 

»<i»lt«inrtHiWQiyqflwiiH>oa,wfiw<«JMo«. Vd. 11. i»t« 4M> 
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BuTxsH Killed, Wounded, Peisonees and 

Missing.* 

Return of the CommiMion, Non-CommUsion Officers, Dnira- 
mers» Rank and File, killed and wonndcd, priaoocn and raitaingt 
on the 19th of April, 1775. 

4tliorEjng'sOiniRcgiineot,UnlHiftotXDight,kaM. liw- 

voonded. 7 Rank aad File killed, ai woonded, 8 niuidg. 

5th Regiment, Uentenant Thomas Baker, Lieutenant William 
CcME, Lieutenant Thomas Hawkshaw, wouoded. 5 Rank and 
File killed. 15 wounded, i missing. 

lotk Regimeat, Liemeoaiit Cokad Fsaads Smith, Captab 
Lmpicmb Hgnm» lieatenaot Wald. lUBj, Emipk JcmbUi 
Letter, wounded, i Rank and File killed, 1$ navnded, i miMbfi 

x8th Regiment, i Rank and File killed, 4 wounded, i missing. 

23 rd Regiment. Lieutenant Cobnel Bery Bemaid, wounded. 
4 Rank and FUe killed, 26 wounded, 6 mining. 

S8tk RcgioMit. IiMMMiatW3liMi8«tMaiid,immded. i 
BcQieant wounded. 4 Rank and File kiOed, 11 wounded. 

43rd Regiment. Lieutenant HuQ, wounded and p iiioow ; 4 
Rank and FQe killed, 5 wounded, a missing. 

47th Raiment. Lieutenant Donald McCHoud, Ensign Henry 
Baldwin, wounded, i Sergeant wounded. 5 Rank and Rlt 
killed, tl 



* I aa mmim obfig»tiaM to dM MBkuf Bmttatf of the Fnglst War < 
for a topT oi the oOcUl returu ol Oiasral Osfs «f kis Ismm oa Apil ig^ iTTSt 
brthafolksriagf^ 



"WAR omcE 

ililit«ai7 8acwtM7UptDiaiomMr.FtiakW»Ctabani witki 
o Ms fctisr ti ifca ayA NiifiiiJiw hm, iaJiiwil t» <hi len Cnmmmilkr la 
CUef, tlut the oahr iaforaatiaB avaBsUs «■ tke toblect of th« ca«iulti«t ni*> 
taiasd hf tkc Britkh Troops dnriat tkt actkm at l*it«gw oa igtk Afdi, l|7S* 
b nnatsiisJ ia dM Lovds* Gsacrn of 6-10 Joac. 1775* aa attack ef wkUi b 



**Wa« Omca, 
'astk Stptpt 1901. 



"Utk fiaMK W. Cbaxrair. 
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53nd Regiment. I Sergeant jniMing. 3 Rank and File killed, 
s iiomdcd* 

59th Regiment. 3 Rank and YJiit IdUed, 3 wounded. 

Marines. Captain Sonter, Second Lieutenant McDonald, 
wounded. Second Lieutenant Isaac Potter, mtMing. i Sergeant 
killed, a wounded, i missing, i Drummer killed, as Rank 
and FUe killed, 36 wounded, 5 mitaing. 

TbiaL I Lievtemat kSled. s lieoteaant Gofeoda woanded. 
a Captams woundcdL 9 Lieutenants wounded, t lieutenant 
OUMing. a Ensigns wounded. I Sergeant killed, 7 wounded, 2 
missing, i Drummer killed, i wounded. 6a Rank and file 
killed, 157 wounded, 24 missmg. 

N. B. Lieutenant Isaac Botier reported to be wounded and 
takes priioBar. Signad 

Tbo. Gags. 

Lieutenant Hull of the 43 d Regiment, wounded 
traveling in a chaise, fell behind the troops, again 
wounded, and carried into the house of Samuel 
Butteifidd in Arlingtoo, where lie died two weeks 
later.* 

The forces participating were about 1,800 British, 
wen organized and well commanded, opposed by 
about thirty-seven hundred and thirty-three Ameri- 
cans, without effective organization and without a 
real commandhis officer.* 



DUTAIICBS IIAKCBBD BY TBB BlUTISH SOLDISRS. 

I have measured the routes of the various detach- 
ments and am enabled to give them as follows, in 
each case of Smith's force from the shore of Charles 
River in Cambridge, out to Concord and back to 

I SntUi't Wm Cuabridflt Addras. 

• la soot miNttr nOs iks mmn of tk« skin aia oaintd, whidi. if cowMsd 
ktm waM hassis tfcis mJ a Btdfc 
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the shore of Charles River in Charlestown. The 
route of Percy's force was from School Street, 
Boston, out through Rozbury, etc., to the high school 
in Lexington, and return to the shore of Charles 
River, in Charlestown. My cyclometer is divided 
into eighty-eight fractioot of a mile, each one of 
sixty feet. 

Three companies under Capt. Lawrence Parsons 
to the home of Colonel Barrett, beyond North 
Bridge, Concord, and return, 39^ miles. 

Three companies under Capt. Walter Sloane 
Lawrie to the North Bridge, Concord, and return, 
miles. 

Force of about one hundred men under Capt. 
Mundy Pole to the South Bridge, Concord, and 
return, 36^ miles. 

Main division under Lieutenant Colonel Smith to 
Concord village, and return, 34II miles. 

Earl Percy's reinforcement to the high school in 
Lexington, and return, 25^ miles. 

That of his baggage train captured and destroyed 
in Arlington, 11^ miles. 

Ehgusb FkiBim Arm teb BAtTLSk 

As in the beginning of this little history we grate- 
fully chronicled the warm and sympathetic friend- 
ship for America that permeated the British Nation, 
and particularly the councils of Parliament, so as 
we close we may glance across the ocean again to 
see if that same friendship can survive the shock of 
rebellion against the King. In quarrels of a family 
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natnie one does not fSeel nnpetiiotic if he happens to 
espouse the ctuse of the minority. So it was with 
Joiin Home Tooke.* His intense friendship for this 
part of the British Kingdom was evident at the start, 
and reached a decided dimaz after the battle. He 
was a member of the Oonstitational Society, and 
during an adjournment or recess of a meeting held 
June 7 proposed that a subscription should be im- 
mediately entered into **kit raising the sum of one 
hundred pounds, to be applied to the relief of the 
widows, orphans, and aged parents, of our beloved 
American fellow-subjects, who» faithful to the chai^ 
acter of Englishmen, preferring death to slavery, 
were, for that reason only, inhumanly murdered by 
the King's troops at or near Lenngton and Con* 
cord." The money was raised and placed at the 
disposal of Beiyanun Franl^n, to distribute in 
accordance with its purpose* The resolution was 
forwarded to several newqiapers, and its pubfication 
naturally aroused considerable surprise and painful 
comment. 

Mr. Home was arrested and tried for ''a false^ 
wicked, malicious, scandalous and Seditious libel 
of, and concerning, his said Majesty's government, 
and the employment of his troops,'' etc' He was 
found guilty and sentenced to a fine of £200; to be 
imprisoned for twelve months; and that he find 
securities in £800 for his good behavior for three 
years.' 

> At flat ifaB lb MM Mr Mb HotM. 

* "Tht Battle of Lezinftoa u kwkcd at b Loodoa bcfbrt Cbicf Juatietllia^ 
fickluKi*J«f7iatktTrMl(ifJohBHacM,Ea« Bjr Joha Wimiow." 

• im Umakt «i Jch» Hame Tpoh^tr AImiJw tiisfci. Load-. iii|> 

V«Ll»f«P»4|l.«lSfBiM^ 
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I btvc not read of any other Briton punished to 
that extent at that time for friendship for his fellow 
subjects on this side of the ocean. There were 
many as sincere and devoted to the cause of the 
colonists as Home, and perhaps as openly, too, but 
he happened to be the one selected to bear the 
heavy burden of his King's displeasure. 

On a much larger and more impressive scale was 
the petition of the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Com- 
mons of the City of London, in Common Council 
assembled, to the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in 
Parliament assembled. It was presented in October, 
and recited how that body had " taken into the most 
serious consideration the present distressed situation 
of our fellow subjects in America," and concluded 
with the prayer that the House would be ''pleased 
to adopt such measures for the healing of the present 
unhappy disputes between the mother country and 
the coloniesi as may be speedy^ pennanent and 
honourable." 

But the wise counsels of the great city did not 
prevail in the House of Parliament, for that body 
simply ordered their petition to *'lie upon the 
Uble."» 

So was fought the opening battle of the American 
Revolution, the beginning of that long struggle 
which rent in twain the great English Nation and 
gave birth to these United Sutes. 

t Mmmmmt BiMv oi InM VoL XVni, cdL 
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Appbndix No. i. 



LnmoToii Mbw. 
At no daim for tervioet on April 19 was filed with 
theGommoiiwealthylluveiiooflicUlRoll. Hudtoo, 
in liit ''Histofy of LexbgtoD," gives the ntmet of 
lao M oonstitnting the company, and in the genea- 
logical department of the tame work givet teveral 
othert. In the depotttiont of partidpanu publithed 
in the **Joiinialt of Each Provincial Gongrest of 
MatMchntettt, 1774-5,'' are quite a number who 
named themtelvet at of Parker't compan]r» one of 
them being PhiUip RutteU; and Motet Harrington, 
in the tame^ pbcet ''Jr.** after hit name. In thit 
company I have alto included the two Wobum men, 
Robert Doo^att and Syhranut Wood, who joined 
Parker on the Common at break of day, and ac- 
cepted hit invitation to become membert for that 
occation. 
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CampUu RuUr 0/ CapUnn John FmtMs CampMHf 
Omsr 77 €r 



C0t»rt, 



LievUnani, WDluun TU4 
Mnsign^ Robert Munroe 
Ensign, Joseph Simondi 
CUrk, Daniel Harrington 
(kiirfy &f ft, William Mnnfoe 
SfVifiM^ Finiidi Bfoim 



Clp«#0ni( Jod Viiet 
CtrftfuJ^ Samuel SaadaiMHi 

Corporal^ John Monroe 
Corporal^ Ebcnezer Parker 
Dmmmer^ W3iiam Diamond 
Fifir, Jooathan Harrington 
(aoBof JoMtlMHa 



Isaac Bkxjgett 
Ebcnezer Bowman 
FkMMiiBinnHB 
Jolm Birf^ti^ Jf • 
JbiqphBridga 
James Brown 
John Brown 
Solomon Brown 
John Bvdmuyi 
Eli Burtloo 
John Chandler 
John Chandler, Jr. 
Abijah Child 
Joaq>h Comee 
Thomaa Older 

Robert DonglaM of Giptlil 
BeUcnap's Wobum company. 
(In Capum Parket^y 
pany, April 19.) 

IiMcDiinat 



Prince Ettabrook 
Nathaniel Fanner 

TbonatFc 
Dr. Jow^filk 
iMac Green 
William Grimes 
Caleb Harrington 



Jolm Harrington 

Jonathan Harrington, 
caUed "Jr.;* but 
HenfjTa 
Jboathiin Harringloa, 3d 
Mtoaas HiamngtM 
Moses Harrington, 3d 
Moses Harrington, Jr. 
Thaddeos Harrington 
Thomaa Harrington 
Wnitam Harrington 



then 
of 



1 S ft risl KoU, faciacpwCe^ 
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Isaac Hatting! 


IiMcMuzqr 


Saamd HHtmp 
SionMlHMtiBPyJr. 


JblNiMMir 
TbiddcMMiiB^ 




JbnM Parker 


Ebenezer Hadtey 


Jooaa Parker, Jr. 


Samuel Hadley 


Thaddeua Parker 


Tboma* Hadiejr, Jr. 


Jdm Parkhont 




NathanU Fluklnm 


BlkuhHagar 


Soloaioii Pince 


AmotLodc 


Anhd Porter 


Benjamin Lock 


Israel Porter 


Ebenezer Lock 


John Ra)rmond 


Reuben Lock 


Hammond Reed 


JofqphLoring 


^mIim Reed 


JoBtttiuui Loriof 


JbdnM ReedL Jr. 


Amot Marrett 


Joaiah Reed 


Daniel ^aioa 


Nathan Reed 


Joaeph Maaon 


Robert Reed 


AbnerMead 


Thaddeua Reed 


Ben jamh Merriaa 


WniiamReed 


William Meoim 


JobnRobbma 


Aaa Monroe 


Thomas Robbint 


Ebenezer Mooioe^ to 


0 of Joseph Robinaoa 


Robert. 


PhiUip RuaaeU 


KhfHCiwff lAmoc^ dictt 
"JrV'lNitioaQf JbM 


Iffijffc SeaderMi 


Edanmd Mnanit 


Ebenezer Simondi 


George Munroe 


Joshua Simonda 


Jedcdiah Munroe 


Abraham Smith 


John Munroe, Jr. 


David Smith 


Join liAuiiQt^ sd 




N«tbui Muaiw 


Jcaae Smith 


Philemon Munroo 


John Smith 


Stephen Munroe 


Jonathan Smith 


WUliam Munroe, Jr. 


Joaiah Smith 


William Monroe, 3d 


Joseph Smith 


NatfaMidMallikn 


PUneea Saihh 


Anot Mbsdt 


fiiiRifl Sniidk 
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Thaddeus Smith 
WiOua South 
Siiiwoii Sow 
Auhel Steanii 
Phineu SteaiM 
JooM Stone 
JooM Stooe, Jr. 
BcoJuunTidd 
JbhoTidd 
Sanmel Ttdd 
Joteph Underwood 
Bo^tnun Wellingtoo 



Enoch Weliington 

Timothr Weningtoo 

John WtUiamt 

John ^^^n«htp 

Samuel Wmihip 

Thomas Winahip 

Sylvaona Wood ol Capuia 
WallBei^t WirfMm wmpuf* 
(Itt Capuin Paifcei't com- 
pany, April 19.) 

Jamet Wyman 

Nathan Wymaa 
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I* 



Apfbhdiz No. a. 



CoNOOED Mbh. 
In tbe v^ciiuty of Gcmoofd were two Kpineiitii one 
of miUtia under Cbkmet Jtmet Barrett of Cbnoord, 
with Eiekiel How of Sudbury as Ueutenant oolooel, 
and one of Minute Men under Colooel Ai^ah Pierce 
of Lin€oin» with Thomas Niion of Framingham at 
lieutenant colonel, and John Buttiick of Concord at 
major. Thete two re^mentt did not appear at tuch 
at the North Bridge, the entire force there at the 
opening bdng under the command of Barrett, who 
directed the advance to be led by Major Buttrick. 
Quite a number cxf the companiet of each were in 
line, but not in regimental formation. 

Co/oM//, Jamei Banett ol Con- Capuin^ Saanid Fanar of 

cord Linot^ 

Itintl. Celotulf Ezekid How of Captain, Motet Stone of Sud- 

Sodbwjr biiijr 

Capuin, Nttbaa Banett qf Captain^ Aaiw ibjim of 

Concord Sudbury 

Captain^ Geoige Minot ol Coo- Coloful, Abjiah Fktet of lii^ 

cord coin 

Cafimn, Jottfh Robbt of Lino, Cohnel, Thomat Nboo 

of FmniagluuBi 



Captain, Joitt Uoont of Bed- M^^t Jobo Batcriek of Cbo* 
loffd cofd 
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SSmmi^ J#«!^, Jaeob Mller ol Ctf im m, buc Dsffa ol AdM 

HoUuton Caflmu, Wilim SbMi of 

Adjutant, TbomM Hold ol Lincola 

East Sudbury Captain^ JoofttlMa WiUaM of 

Cafktin, David Biowa of Con- Bedford 

«oid C(i^<«*%Jo]uiNiaoaofS«dbof7 

Cijmili, Ckiiiet Ifibt of Cttft^u, Ocoimo MInot 

Ctitam, Notfcw Bonoct 



There were four Conoord oomptnlef pretent, com- 
mandedy reipectiveljry by Captain* Bfown, Milet» 
Minot, and Barrett. No daimt for Mrvioe were 
filed with the Commonwealth in their behalf, there- 
fore I can pfetent no official RoUs. I found in Tol- 
man*t Concord Minnte Men** a rotter of Brown's 
oompanxt and for thoee conttitnting KGlet*t cooh 
pany I am indebted to the rare original mannacript 
belonging to the late Dr. Charles E. Clark of Lynn^ 
and which was sold at auction by C F. Libbie 9t 
Co., in Boston, Jan. 15, 1901, for ^175. 



Captain David Brown*s Company, 
EnnsBD ns Goran at Comoow Nona BanoB. 



CapUttUf David Brown 
LimtfMnt, David Wheeler 
Lunitiuintf SUat Man 
Serifont, Atnabai Brown 
SrrggaiU, Emenon Cogswell 
Strgimii, AflMo Wood 
Corporal, Amot Barrett 
Corporal, Stephen Barrett 
Corporal, Reuben Hunt 
Corporal, Stephen Jooet 
FiJtTf John Buttrkk, Jr. 



I^ineai Altn 
Humphrey Barretlf Jr. 
Eliat Barron 
Jooai Bateman 
Jdia Browii, Jr. 



Purchase Brown 
Abiel Buttrick 
Daniel Buttrick 
Oliver Buttrick 
TUlx Buttrick 
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Willanl Buttrick 


David Mcivin, Jr. 


WiDiua Battnck 


Wnfiam Meroer 


DtaidCkaj 


JbhilfiBOt^Jr. 


AmocDa'vi* 


Thomas Preaoott 


Abraham Davit 


Bradbury Robtnmi 


Joseph Davit, Jr. 


Ebenezer Stowe 


Joseph Dudley 


Nathan Stowe 


Caufctrniit 


TImmum TlmntM 


Edward Flmt 


Jdcham Wheeler 


Edward FUat, Jr. 


Peter Wheeler 


Nathan Flmt 


Zachary Wheder 


Ezekiel Hagar 


Ammi White 


Isaac Hoar 


John White 


David HnbUn 


Jboat Whhnejr 


John Langlitoo 


AaioaWiigfct 



Captain CharUf MiUj^s Company.- 
Emtsksd thk Coimsr at Concoiu> Noktb BaiDoa. 



Captain, Charles Miles 
LunUnatUf Jonathan Farrar 



&y|M«<, David Hutndl 

SfffMNl, Amos Hosmer 
Sergeant, Silas Walker 
Sergeant, Edward Richardson 
Drummer, Dankl Brown 
F^if, Snuad Daifaf 
Corfwd^ Simeon Haywaid 
Corporal, Nathan Pdree 
Corporal, James Cogiwdl 
Joseph Geasbjr 
Simeon Buridge 
IindBanatt 
Daniel Hore 
Ephraim Brooka 
William Buridge 
Joseph StrattoQ 



Stephan Brooks 
Simon Wheeler 



Staphn Stant 

William Brown 
Jeremiah Gaik 
Jacob Ames 
Benjamin Hosmer 

Samuel Wheeler 
Warham Wheeler 
aiver Wheder 
Jesse Hosmer 
Amoa Darby 
JohnConeili 
Levi Hosmer 
Solomon Rice 
Thaddeas Bancrah 
AflBoaMehren 



If2 
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Natfcui Dodfegr 
Oliver Pailb 
John FUgg 
Samuel Emeiy 
John Cole 
Daniel Cble 



MftJorRaWf 

Edward Wafcedt 



Daniel Famr 
Oliver Harris 
Samuel Jcwet 
DuiM WbMt 



Captain George Minors Company. 
EmuoD m CornnT at Gomcow Nona Bums. 

Names and number of men unknown. 

Captain Nathan Barretts Company. 
EimttiD na Coirmt at .Cohcoko Nona Bums. 

Names and number of men unknoim. 



TBB BATTLB Or APtll. 19^ I775. . lf$ 



AprswDix No. 3 



AcToxf Mm. 
Capiaik Isaac Dam/s Company. 
EmiMD TBS Coimtr at Cohooio Nona Budos. 

Davis was killed and the command fell to his 
lieutenant, John Hayward, who became captain. 
The following official Roll does not include Acton's 
sUin:— 

A list of the names of a minnte-Compuiy under the Commaiid 
of Captain John Hayward m G>lonel Abtjah Pieroe'a Regiment, 

who entered the Service nineteenth of April One Thousand 
Hundred and Seventy Five. — Lexington AlamUf XI I, lt6 



((kfUdu, Isaac Davia, killed) 
{Smcceedingi CmfUun, John 

Hajrward 
Utwttnant^ Joha Hcnld 
Secvni Limtnam, David Pop- 



Strgeant, William Macksfield 
Sergeant, Oliver Emeraon 
Corporal^ John Davia 
Corporal, David Davis 
CSw^Sfo/, John Baiker 
Thomas Darfay 
John Harris 
Ebcnezer Heald 
James Davb 



Phmip Piper 
Reuben Low 
Benjn Hayward 
SiBM Hunt, Jar. 
EBjahDavice 
Ephraim Forbush 
Abraham Hapgood 
Ezekiel Davit 
Ebcnezer Edwards 
JohaRoMiDs 
Joseph Barker 
William Johnson 
Reuben Davis 
Joseph Reed 
Stephen Shepherd 
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JaiMg CapiMn LiiMtifunU Simon Hunts Company • 
EwmBD ns Coimtr at Ceneen Nbm Bums. 

Names and number of men unknown. 

Capudn Jotipk Robm*s Compmiy. 
Ernnmo ns Contbit at CoseoiB Nona Bbidos. 

Namei and number of men unknown. 

Captain^ JoseplT Robins Jcting CapUtnt Stmoa Hsst 

(QgUer) Itnel Heald MnsigK, ThonM Noyw 

(Qlbyr} Robert Clufia 



TboniM Thorp 
SoloamMik 
JoMtHmt 

Mows Wood 



Joseph Chsffin 
SmbscI TntHipd 
Abnbam Young 



Francis Barker, Drummrr 
LBtbttfiliacbanl,/*i(^ 



^pbiaini Bill i n igi 
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Appendix No. 4. 



Bbdfoio Mbh. 



Captain John Mwtit Company. 
EanuD ns Goimtr at Goacow Non Bmes. 

Tlw Aflcovnt of Capt. Jolm lioon^ Gbmnuider of llM Mai^^ 
CSompAOf* b BccUorI, for himidf ft dbow of lib GomiMuiy num- 
bered in the following RoU for time ft Travel Spent in the Serv- 
ice & Defence of the Q>}ony, on & Directly after the alarm on the 
Nineteenth Day of April last: Exhibiting, in Dettinct Columna 
againat Each mana name, the number of milea he Travelled, The 
aUowaaee thereof , The mmber of Dnjt Iw wnt I 
the wagea thereof; with the Sum total of the Whokt 
to the Resolve of the Honl Gmrt pobliahed in the new«-p«pen 
and a vacant Column for DediictioQi» ii wf ahall be made.— 
Lexington Alarms^ XJII, p. 



Captain^ John Moore 
Fifst LuruUnaniy John Meriam 
Second LmtUnant, Eleazer 
Davit 

Sergettnt^ Joaeph Cbttvnn 
Se^umt, Janet Wright 
Sergeant, Jerembih Fitch, Jnr. 
Fifeff David Lane 
Jamea Lane, 3rd 
Oliver Reed, Juor. 
SumdLHie 
liiMl PtatnaiDa Jnr. 
Snmuel Baton 
SuradDnTis 



Ebenezer Page 
Thaddeus Davia 
Edward Stcama 
Solomon Steama 
WiDkmPate 
WaiiuBMemll 
Samuel Meeds 
Joaiah Upton 
Samuel Meriam 
Abd Bowman 
DtovUrnch 
Abifeh Boom 
Joeeph Hartwell 
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John Fitch 
Samuel Lane 
John Lane, Juar. 



Jeremiah Blood 
Josiah Davis 
John Reed, Jonr. 



Matthew BoOud 
Ziba Lane 
Stephen Lane 
Samion Hardy 
Job L«B«^ Jmr. 
Lemnd Blandurd 
Oliver Ponafd,Ji 
EdmidStcftM 



Parker 
Ebenezer Johnaoa 
Joseph Rom 
MaUchi Allen 
Jftbes Carter 
Abraham Merriam 
John Lane, Jid 
TiinothjFace 



Captain Jonathan Willson*s Company. 

EmtBUO TBS COMTUT AT CoMCOKD NOBTB BiLIDCI. 

Wittton was killed and tbe oommind fell to hit 
Lieotenint, Motet Abbott. 

the Account of the Time that Eatch man who belonged to the 
nioH iBca of the Tm «l BeMoid Spent at Gmbridfi fa ddwot 
of the County to gether with Nineteenth of Aprfl hat ft alio of 
their trtvil Receoned from the middle of the town according tt> 
the mind of tbe Campany. — Lnsimfim Jkrm, XI, ipa. 

(Captain^ Jooatbaa Wilhon, Joseph Meede, Jt 



killed) 

First Lieutenant, Moses Abbott 
Sfcond LintUnantf Tmiothy 
Jooee 

Slfffiiirt; Ch f inophe f Hgo 
SifffMtiy Seth Saultmarsh 
Sergeant, Ebenezer Fitch 
Sergeant^ Asa Fassett 
Drummer, Olover Bacon 
f^^,JonaeWdcb 
JabcsRneidl 
Jonas Gleasoo 
Nathan Bacon 
Nathaniel Page, Juo. 



Ruben Duren 
Elijah Bacon 
Benjamin Bacon 



Kloeet Pitch 
David Bacon 
David Reed 

Nathan Bomar (or Boman) 
Ephram Smith 
AaaDofca 
Obe di a b Jobmnii 
Benjamin Wfaehip 
Ruben Bacon 
William Merriam 
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Appbndiz No. 5. 



Lincoln Men. 



Captain JFUliam SmtttV Company. 

EnTEIUM) the CoNTBtT AT COWOOW Nom BviDGB. 

A Lilt of • Cbmpany of Minute Men, under the Command of 
Capt, William Smith in Colo. Abijah Pierces Regt- who entered 
the Senrice April ye 19th 1775. — Uxington JUnu, XIII, p7* 



Captain William Smith 
LifnUnant Samuel Farrar 
Sftond LiiMUnani, Samuel 

Sftpma Sunt Ktrtwdl 
Strff&ni David Fisk 
Sfrg/ani John Hartwell 
Srtgeant Jonas Ma ton 
Corporal Abjtah Mead 
Cbrior^ Elq«li WilliiiglMi 
Cbf^onrf'Ebeoezer Bromi 
Cntftrd Joaeph Abbot 
Fifer Joseph Mason 
fijet EUijah Mason 
Dnmmtf Dtnl Browa 
Ndwniali Abbot 
Daniel Child 
Abd Adams 
Daniel Hosmer 
Abijah Munroe 
Joseph Feiroe 



A bra Pcirce 
Artemas Reed 
Jesse Smith 
N«tb«4TS<id 
WiOmTboming 
Solomon Whitney 
Jonathan Gage 
Isaac Gage 
John Parks 



Jonas Parks 
Aaroo Parks 
Nathan Billings 
Timothy Billings 
NatU. Baker 
JaoMa Baker 
Nathan Brown, Jr. 
Saml Dakin, Jr. 
Humphry Fanar 
James Parks 
Jooa. 
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Jacob Baker, Jr. 
John Garfield 
Joel Adams 
Joshua Bnwksy Jr. 
Bnjft* Bfooks 
Thoaus BkxJget 
Jbalnia ChQd, Jnar. 
Jacob Foster 
NathLGore 



Dtnki Hmfaigtoa 



Gregory Stoiae, Jr. 
John Thombg 
John Wesson 
Joseph Wheet 
DaiilBiUmgi 
William Parks 
Wniaid Parks 
WiUm. 
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|NoC iododiot name* ia the miMtcr rolla.] 



Abbott, Lknt. Mom*, ti 
Actoo, aUnn in, 41 

Mca of. at North Brid<c, 80 

Roater of Captain Daria'a Companr, 
Appendix Na Ji I73 

XLilled and wounded, 1^6 

Mutter rolla of, 171 
Adama children, l}8 

Hannah, remorcd from her home, 

ili^ '37 
Home, 140 
Joel, chiia. 111 

Dcacoo Joaeph, home looted, wife 
and child abuacd, bjr Pcrcy'a 
■oldicrt, yz 

Samuel, 18, »s. 2$. SO. H. Ut IZ 
Adan, John R., 31 (nou) 
Alarma ia other places, U 
Allen the one-handed peddler, iA 
Aroericant killed and wounded, LS6 

Number o(, enca(«d, 159 
Andover, alarm in, IS 
Arlioftoo, battle in, Ijo 

Killed and wounded of, 

Men of, LIA 

Smith'a advance throocfa. it 
Percy's retreat throuth, ijO 

Aapinwall, Capt. Thomaa, H4 

Authorities, list of, zziii 

Bacbeller, Capt. John, 96 
Bacon, Jacob, LSI 

Lieut. John, USj LSZ 
Ba«sate wa<oiis of Percy captured. 

US 

Baker. Lieut. Thomas, of the 5th 
Regiment. III. ia8i 159 



Baldwin. Enticn Henry, of the 47th 

Resiment, 112, i>8, LSf 
Ballard, John, iB 
Bancroft, Capt- Nathaniel, IJ4 
Barber, Mr*. Anne Hay, 154 
WillijuB, home of, 154 
Edward, iii 154. is6 
Barker, Francis, U 
Barnard, CapL Samud, 
Barrett, Corp. Amos, 40 
CoL James, 41. 22l So, 81. Sj^ 86- 

88. 160 
Mrs. James, 87, 88 
Jamca. Jr., 82 
Capt. Nathan. 74. 8e. is6 
Samuel, 7$ 
Stephen, 82 
Deacon Thomaa, 78 
Barron, Capt. Oliver, 44. 9&. is6 
Bates, Capt. Oliver, 2Z 
Bathericke, Mother. |I2 
Battle. Capt. Ebcn. Ij^ 
Beaton, John, 2J 
Bedford, alarm in, if 
Killed and wounded. tSS 
Men of, 28 

Muster rolli of the companies of, 
Belfry. Lexing too. 62 
Belknap. Jaaon, ii^ 

Joe, Lift 

Capt. Samuel. 2Z 
Bell, Joseph, ts6 
Bentley, Joshua, 

Berkshire County Coorentioa, IS 
Bernard, Lieut. CoL Bery, 158 
Beverly, killed and wounded, is6 
Mca of. Hi 
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Bifilmr, Capt. Tlmothjr, ^ 
BUkrica, •lam ia, 19 

Mca of, 96 

Wounded, 156 
BUck Hone Tarcro (mc aUo Wetber- 

by'a Tavera), tSLU±S', il 
Blanchard, Luther, 43. 83. 84. 90. IS6 

Tunothy, ij6 
BUoey, Capt. Beajamia, ti£ 
BliM, Mr., 2 

Mr. (Concord tory), 12 
Bloody Angle m Lincoln, battle at, 
ICQ. lot. 

Bond, Joahna* booae and tbop bomed, 
ia6 

Boatoo Maaaacre, 1 

Port Bin. 1 

Start of Percy irom, 

Start of Smith from, 20 
Bowman, Lieut. Solomon, li, 

Capt. Tbaddeua. 16 (nouX 38, iSi 
6a 

Boyntoo, Tbooia*, Joamal ol, jj 

(note) 
Breed, Joabna, ifZ 
Britiah force*, y 

Killed, wounded, pritonera and 
miaaing, 158 

Number of, encaged, IS9 

Priaooera, ftrat ooca captttr«d, Z| 

Start for Lexingtoa and Coocord, » 
Brookliac killed, is6 

Mca of. 111 
Brooka, Major John, q6 

Joabua, 84. 99. IS7 

Tarem, 98, mx 
Brown, Deacon Benjamin, Jl 

Capt. David, 40t ili 8& In 
nnater roll of hie company, i6o 

Franda, 157 

John, zo. lyy 

Joaaa, qq. tj^ 

Jonathan, Capt., ^ 

Reuben, 21 

Solomon. 19^ »8. >9i IL 68. 69 
Widow, her Tavern, 4^ BR 
Bryant. Albert W., Munroe Tavcni, 
16(dou) 



Buckmaa, John, 6S 

Tavern. 31^ la, 12^ 18, 6ft 6^ 2^ III 
Budge, Jamea, no 
Bdlard*a Bridge. A 48 
Bullet and tword fooad ta Lexingtoa, 

BatPa Tavcn. 21a ufi 

Burgoyne. Gen. John, 4 
Buttcrfield, Jonathan, jif 
Bvttrick, MaJ. John, 81^ 81, 84. 21 
John, fifer, 8] 

Cambridf*. battfo in, t4S 

Burial of the patriot dead of, |i9 
Killed and "gj i$y 
Men of, 104 

Percy*! retreat throogii, 14; 
Smith laoda at, 2q 
Adraacca throogh, 48, u 
Camden, Lord, 5 

Cannon, carriagca of, burned, tms- 
aioaa knocked off. ^ S| 
Percy'a opening bombardment h 
Lexbgton, no, laj 
Capea houtc, sq 
ChamberUin, Aaroa, IQ 

Nathaniel, 143, ijy 
Charlettown, Percy'a arrfral ia, ijj 
KiUed, LS6 

Selectmen arrange an arraiatioa with 
Percy, 154 
Chatham. Lord, 4 
Cheever, I>avid, sa 
Chelmaford, alana iai ^ 

Men of, 96 

Wounded, ipS 
"Chevy Chaae," iij 
Child, Capt Lcmad, 41^ 194 
Choate houac. Sonervillc, so 
Chriat Church, "Old North," y 
Clark, Cape Tbomaa, 41 
CUrkc. Miaa Elizabeth, letter o^ OS 
(oote) 

Clarke, Rev. Jooaa. >6t H. ^ in 

Joaaa, aoa of Rrv. Jooaa, u 
Oeavea, Nathaniel, 144. 156 
Cobum, Capt. Peter, 41 
Coine«,Joaq)t.6».67.68.7i. t57 
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Committee ol Safety, lO^ tlj !9t S>. t>ft 
Committee ol Supi>liet, l& ISi xSt S> 
Cooaat, Colooel, su^ 

Duiel, 157 
Concord, alarm ia, 19 

Battle at North Bnife, 72 

Court Houae aaved, 

Damage* ia, SS 

Men of, Bq 

Muster roOs of, 169 

Smith's advance into. 23 

Smith's retreat from. 95 

Wounded, 156 
Congress, First Contiaeatal, 3 

First Pronactal. ), & its limited 
power, 6, j. 

Second Prorindal, Zi II 
Cook, Rer. Mr^ i jo, 137 

Samuel, 1^ 156 
CooTidge, Jacob, 144 

Joseph, isz 
Cooper, Benjamin, 1^ 143 

Rachel, 14a, r^j 

Tarem, 15^ Ui 
Coancil of war in Concord, Bs^ 81 

la Somervtlle, isi 
Court House m Concord isved. ^ 
Cox, Lieutenant, of tltc Sth Regiment, 

111, lilt tS* 
Cox. Willism, one of the Boatoa Tm 

Party, a (note) 
Croabjr, Lieutenant, 96 
Cudworth, Capt. Nathan, 96 
Cummings, Dr., 23 
Cutler, Mr>, 136 

R^ecca, n6 
Cutter, Annie, 11^ lift ISO 

Daland, Benjamin, 14I, LS6 
Damages in Arlington, 136, 138, 1 40 
Damages in Concord, 9J 
Damages in Lexingtoe, tiz.. Bond's, 

126: boring's, m: Mason's, laf; 

Mead'^ |Mi Meeting House. 

III. Ill; Merriam's, 114; Mulli- 

ken's, 116: Munroe TsTcm, 117; 

Saadersoa's, it2i total km ia 

Lexington, u8 



Damages ia Somerrille, viz.. Miller's, 
151: Abigal Shed, Ebenexer 
Shed, iji 
Danvers, alarm ia, }<| 

Killed, wounded and missmg. I^ 
Men of. 114 
DaTts, Ezekiel, 84.90. is6 
Capt Isaac, 43. 80. 8t-%4, 9h 2i 
156; muster roU of his compaajr, 

173 

Dawes, William. i£, 1^ ai^ 2^?8. ii 
De BemicTC. Elnsign. 17, 76 (note), 8z 
(note), 89 (note), 54, 36 (nou). 

109, no 

Dedham, alarm in, 46 

Rilled and wounded, is6 

Meaof, 134 
Dedication, v 

Dcs Barres's map of Boatoa aad 

vicinity, 49 (note) 
Dereni, Richard, IL 26. J«t S3 
Diamond, William. £9, 62 (note) 
IXataacca aiarched by the Britiah 

soldiers, |i9 
Dodge, Capt. Caleb, 134 

WilUam, 3d, 144^ 156 
Douglass. Robert. 33, 6a 
E>owner, Dr., 136 
Dracat, alarm in, ^ 

Men of, 44 
Draper. Capt. Daniel, 134 

Capt. Waiiam, 43^ 134 

Ears, cutting off of, charged to Amcri- 

caaa, 89 
Eaton, Capt. Thomas. 96 
Edget, Cspt. Simon, 46, 96 
EUia. Capt. Waium. 134 
Emersoa, Rer. William, 40 (aotc). 

Is 

Emcs. Capt. Jesse, 96 

English friends after the battle, i£a 

English War Office, letter from th« 

Military Secretary of, to th« 

author, lii (note) 
Epea. Capt. Samud. 134 
Estabrook. Prince, jtj^ tS7 
Everett, larael, 144^ !i6 
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Paifbub. Capt. Dtvid, 154 

Farmer, Capt. Edward, 96 

Nathankl, Jlt lil 
Parnagtco, Capt. WiOtam, 1^4 
Fanlkner, CoL Fraack, 41 

Francia, Jr^ 4a 
Pdt, Joalraa. tST. 
Piaka, Benjamin, borne of, 108 
P^aka Hill in Lcxingtoa, fightinf near. 

Pitch, Jeremiah, Jr., tarcra of, jj 
FIi(ht of Hancock and Adama, jo 
Flint, Capt. Joha, gfi 

Capt. Samuel. 134 

William, LSI 
Flour in Concord dcatrojrcd, ^ 9^ 
Forcea of the American and Britiah 

compared, 1^9 
Foater, Rer. Edmund. 14 (note), 
Fox, Capt. Jonathan. 97 
Framinfham, alarm in, 46. 

Maaof.^ 

Wounded, ij6 
Franklin, Benjamin, 161 
Priaada, Encliah, after the battle, 
i£a 

Proat, Capt. Ephraini. na 

Houac in SooMnriHe, 50 

Samuel, LS6 
Poller, Capt Aaron. 134 

Gate. Gca. Thonua, 4 ^ U:Jl> 51i 
?6. 94, M4» "5. 146. 149. IS4. 
155. tS9 

Gardner. Hcarr. 2 (note) 
Maj. laaac, 134. 147. 156 

Gerry, Elbridie, la. 12, S«-54 

Gleaaoa, Capt. Micajah, 96 

Goddard. Mra. Mehiuble Mar, ^ 
(note) 

Goldthwait, Ebenexar, 143. tsS 
Goodridg«, Captain, IS 
Gordon. Rer. William. 16 (note) 
Govld, Lknt. Edward Thornton of 

the 4th, or Kint'a Own, Rcciment, 

84.99. isif LSI 
Capt. Gcorte, 134 
Great Fieldi b Concord, im 



Great Meadow in Cdacord, 96 

Greatoo familjr, 45 (note) 

Guild, Capt. Joaeph, 134 

Ona carriaxea in Concord burned, 8y. 



Hadlcr, Samud, 6^ HZ 

Thoraaa, nj, 157 
Han, Cape laaac, 2$, IS4 

Mr*. Thomaa, 118 (nou) 
Hancock. John, & 8. 10, 17; Ift tl. 

301 J Hi 12. SS 
Handler. Charlca, 88 
Hapfood. Captain, 2Z 
Hardr't HiU. fitht at, 2! 
Harrinfftoo, Caleb, 62± 70, LS2 
David, ii 

Elizabeth W.. 17 (note) 

Jooathaa, Jr., 66.71. I57 

Thaddeua, J2 (note) 
Hartwell houaea in l-i'w»>«, iqz 

8u|L Jdui, lOA 

Scrfft. Samuel, IQX 

lArt. Samuel, IQX 
Hanrard CoOefc, Percr*a contcm- 

plated destruction of, 116. 149 
Haatinct, Samuel. 104 
Hatchet, British toldier killed with a, 
19 

Haven. Eliaa, 156 

Hawkahaw, Lievt. Tbocnaa. of the 5th 

Reciment. m, i»8. is8 
Harnea, Capt. Aaron, 96 

Deacon Joaiah, lit, IS7 

Joahua, Jr., tS2 
Harward. Jamea, loS, i|*t m6 

Lieutenant, 9| 
Heath, Gen. Williao, lli 12i l«8. 

!l»t ULL LSI 
Heminwar, Daniel, 156 
Hicka. John, 147^ 148, 116 

Mra. John, 148 

Son of John, 148 
Hill, Mra. Jamea, 13; (oota) 
Horne, John, 161. i6x 
Hoamer, Abner, 84. |j6 

Adj. Joaeph. 80, qi 
Hubbard, Ebenezer, 2$ 
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Hall, Ltcatenaat, of the ad Rettmctit, 

84^ 22. LSi 
Hunnewell brothers, 50 
Hunt, C«pt. Simoo, ^ lii !l 
Hutchbioo, Capt. Itrad, 134 
Got. Thoouw, IJ 

IlIiiMntioaa, Uit oC zrS 
ladltM ol Stockbridie, IS 
IrcUnd, Jooathaa, so 

Jacob*, Henrr. liL IS* 
Jatper, Mr^ fuoimitli, ifi 
Johnaon, Mr., IS7 
Joaca, ElUha, bouac of. 8s. 90 

Madame, 
Joaca Tavcro, |2 
Joaea, Rev. Thomaa, u 

Kdlr. Lkut. Waldo, of the lOth Regi. 

mcnt, 84, 99, 158 
Kcnniaoo. Reubco. fil^ 
Kent, Samuel, so 

Killed, wounded and mMnt, Aiaeri- 
cana. 156 

Kaied. wouDded aad laiaabs. Britiah, 

ill 

Kinpbury, Capt. CaUs Ui. 

Beazcr, lAii LJ2 
Knitht. Lieutenant, of tbe 4th, or 
Kbf'a Own, Regiment, Ijt 

Lanaoa. David, 112 

Laae, Job, loa^ 10^ 156 

Lannon, John, who found the Britlah 

•word and bullet. IS36. (noU) 
Lanterns, aisoal, 13 
Larkin, Deacon, li 

Hone of. jo (note) 
Lawric Capt. Walter Sloane. of tlM 

43d Refiment, Th 85. 1^ 
Leduarrc Point, Cambridge. 4& 

49. 7i 

Lee, CoL Charles, la, Sx-S4 
Lee's H UU Concord, Z«i 21 
Letter, Ensign Jeremiah, of the loth 
Regiment. 98.go. IS> 



Lezingtoo, alarm ia, 
Battle of. S2 
Burial of the slain, IIJ 
Damage*, La& 

Historical Sodetr, Apprcctatioa 

of, t 

Killed and wounded, 157 
Mea of, 6si 

Meeting house bombarded bjr Perqr, 
III 

Mwter roll of Captaia Parhcr'a 

company, 16; 
Percy reachea the village, HI 
Percy retreats from, H9 
Seventy-seven, The, who respooded 

to America's first battle call. 6q 
Smith's advaacc into, {8 
Smith'* retreat to Lexington village, 

105 

liberty Pole m Coocord, ZS 
Lbcoln. CoL Benjamia, Si 
Lincola, alarm in, 22 
Britiah soldier* buried b the villag* 

cemetery, isti. 
Men of, &i 

Maatcr roll of Capt. Smitb'a com- 
pany, ijz 

Smith's advance through. 21 

Sfliith'* retreat through, 99 

Wounded, LSZ 
Littleton, alarm ia, 
Locfcc, Capt. Beajamia. sZi !2i 
Locker. Capt. laaac. 96 
Londoo, Cty of, l 

Petitioa to Parliament, ifil 
Long Room Club. 16 
Loring, Jonathan, 19, zS. ]2 

Deacon Joseph, his lo**, m 
Lowe, Capt. Caleb, IS4 
Lowell, Mr., n, J» 
Lynn, alarm in, 

Killed, wounded and miasiaf, H7 

Mea of, 134 

McOood, Lieut. Doaaid, of the 47th 
Regiment. >lfi lii 

McDonald, Secxsod Lieutenant, of th* 
59th Regiment, 1^2 
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MaUca, mea of, i}4 
M»n»field, Cmpt. RofiM, 1^ 
Map*, iut oit XJU 
Matct. WaUaa, nSt tA Il6 
Mark, the negm ■!•▼«, ai 
Mairett, Rev. Mr^ jj[ 
Matoa, Joho, 1 17 

Home looted, 13S 
Mead. Itrael, 119 
Mead. Mattbcw, s6 

Home kxHed, 114 

Mr«. Matthew, jfi, u 

MedJord. kiOed, Ii6 

Mea of, H4 
Meeting bouae ia LexiB(toa book* 

barded by Perejr, m 
Menotomjr, mea of, 134 
Mertam'i Coracr, ffht at. 96 
Merriam, Benjaraia, bomc of, looted, 

"14 

MeMcnscra of aUro^ ai 
Middle Diatnct Caucna, 16 
Middlesex Comity Coarcatkw. |f 
MUea, Capt. Cbarlea, Bo, li^ 156. 

Moitcr roQ of hia compaajr, 171 
Military act. t 
Miller. Jamea. killed, lU 

Home looted, 
Miller'* River, 49 
Milla, Amoa, 144, L5Z 

Sergt. Eliaba, 144. LS2 
Miaot. Capt. George. 40, 41. 74, 80. 
156 

Doctor. 2] 

Capt. Joaarbaa, 
Miubell, Major, 19, 30 
kifobawka. Chief of the. u 
Moaroe. Tiaotky. 157 
Moore, Capt. Joha, 811 DDatcr roll of 
bit oompaoy. I7i 

Mrt., 49 
Motbakia, JoboiaUa, u 
Movltoa, Martha, 95 
Mt. Vernoe. ia Lcziagtoa. ill. ttS, 

ua 

Mt. Veraoa Street, b Leziagtaa. 
cbaaged to "Percy Road." lay 



Mallikea. Joba. ufi 
Lydia, booac of, borocd, 126; bcr 

loM, u6 
lifiaa, 2^ 

Monroe Areaoe toggcated u a tidb> 
•titMU aaaac for "Percy Road." 

Hi 

Anaa, 67 

Ebeaezcr, Jr., 66, zr, a liZ 
Jcdedtab. 71^ ijo, 1S7 
Joba, 65 

Marrctt. ko«c of. 68 
Natbaa, A }2 
Eaaiga Robert. 67. 7i. H7 
Tiaiothy, I $7 

Scrgt. William. IS. a6i ]6 (aoca). 12^ 

6i. 117 

Munroc Tarera, iia, la^ (note), 116^ 

Muaket ball found. iM 

Muaket ball* throwa iato the riTcr. 

Umtr, I«aae. ji^ 157 

Needbara, kiOed aad woaaded. tsr 

Mea of. H4 
Neboa. Joaiab. 39^ 104 
Newball, Capt. Exra. 134 
Newman, Robert. 24 
Ncwtoa. alarm ia. 46 

Mea of, ijo 

Wounded, ijj 
Nichols, Joha. 156 
Niioa, Capt. Joba, 46,96. lU 
North Bridge, Concord. 75 

Battle at. 29 

Occupied by the British, 77 
North Church, Old North, or Chri»t 

Church, ia Boatoo. 
North Ead Caucna. 16 
North, Lord,^ 

dd Belfry b Lezingtoe, fia 
Old Manse ia Concord, 89 
Oraa.CoLAaor.i9. j>-S4 

Page. Capt. Jeremiah. t%A 
Palmer, CoL Joaeph. 
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Parker, Capt. David, IS4 
EBiab«tb S.,60 

Capt John. i& 31. S& 6»- 
6Zi Zli 81^ "oo. !OS, 110, 134. 
137; hit oompanr, 165 
Jooaa, 66, 71. H7 
Jooathaa, 144, 157 
Capt. Mom*. 44^ 96 ■ 
RcY. Tbeodore, 6g> 
Parliament, firitiah, 1^ 
Paraooa, Capt. Lawrvaee. of Um Mtk 

Rcfunent, 77, |2, Iq. i$8. 160 
PaterKXi, Coloael, u 
Payvcm, Rev. Phillip*, AM., 119 
Peirce, Benjamin, 144 
Pelham'* map o< Boatoo aad Tkiah]r» 

4fi(aoC«) 
Pepperell, alarm b, 4$ 
Percjr, Elarl, Acting Brigadier General, 
9i. HI, H4-II7. ilOk HO-H6. 

118-130. m. m. iiSi UTi nil 
liO. 14]^ US-147. u»-i«. i£o. 

"Prrcjr Road." i>5 (not*). u& 
dunged to "Monro* Aveave** 
luggested, 135 (nou) 

Pbip'a Farm, in Cambridg*, 

Pickering, CoL Timotby, LU 

Pierce, Benjamin, lSZ 
Solomon, ZL. LSZ 

Pigeon, John, 46 

Piper'* Tavern, 49 

Piatola of Maj. John Pitcaka, tC7 
(nou) 

Pitcatm. Maj. John. !4i l& Sii fB: ^ 
65^68^69.26. 106. loz, 114. IIS 

Pljrmptoo, Tbomaa, 46 

Pole. Capt. Mondy, of tb* loth Rep. 
ment, 77i 91± 2»i 94i »fiQ 

Petty, William. 141^ 157 

Poowrojr, CoL Scth, 11 

Porter, A»*hel, ST. sS. 6S» 20. 157 

Potter, Second Lkut. laaac, 113. 138. 

m 

Powder, throirn Into the river, 94 
Preble, Jedidiah, 10. ii 
Prtfac* to th« Fir*t Edttioo. v3 
Preface to this Edition, xi 
PrcDtiaa, CScorg^ U2 . 



Preacott. Abd. Jr., 9^ ls6 

Dr. Samael,>^t6;^ |o 
Price, Plain, 87 
Prince, Capt. Asa, 114 
Prisoner*, first American, that wcr* 
captnred, ii 

Firat Britiah, that war* captured, jt 
Pulling, Capt. John, Jr.. aii 34 
Punkatasaet Hill, 41. Ti. Sq 
Putnam, Capt. Edm., 154 

Henry, 141. LS2 

Capt. John, 134 

Mn. Jolui P., pmaats Utiot Pit- 
catm's pistob to Lexington, loy 
(not*) 

Nathan, 1441 156 

Pcrter, I4ii 156 

QaiB€7> Dofo<^( IJ 

RamsdeD, Abednega^ I4<. I IT 
Rand, th« widow, 

Raymood, John, US* USt Uft tiU 

LSZ 

Readtng, alarm b, a 

Men of, g6 
Reed, Asahel, ICT 

Gcort*, 152 

Jam**, 73^ 7] 

Joahoa. Jt 

Mr., }i 

ThaddctM, tie 
Revere, Pad, lik !& !Ai H-««. 1$. 

40. n.6Q 
Rkhardaoo. Joaiah, 5Z, 58, 6t 

Mo*es. 148. LS6 

Tbomas, 31 
Robbtni home, u$ 

John,7iiii2 
Robins, Capt. Joaeph, 80; partial 
master rofl of his compuy, 174 

Tbomaa, ii 
Robinson, Lieut. CoL John, la 
Roxbury, alarm in, 41 

Men of, IS4 

Missing. LSZ 
Russell, Anna, yi 
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RimmO Houm. Lexiattotw 2Zt IM 
Umm, lu 

Jmob. ijg. M» m. irt 

Seth, is6 

Cape Stephen, 42 

Salem, killed. 157 

Mea of, LSI 
Sandenoa, Elijah, i», iK. i7 

Samuel, 127; killing of hia cow, 117 
Sandwich, Earl of, S 
Scalping charged to tit* AoMrkaaa. 89 
Searer, Elijah, 1^7 

Scntioda, flrat potting ol Amerkao, 

111 

Sluttuck, CoL Daniel, |A 
Shaw, Capt. Peter, i^^ 
Shed, Abigal. widow of EbcacKr, Iom, 
IS* 

Samuel, home looted, burcav or 
higfabor riddled with bulkts, 

Lil 

Siblejr. Rrr. J. L., 42 

Sihrcr tankard of tba communioa 
•erricc belonging to the church 
IB Mcootom/ (AHiagtoa) itden, 

ul 

Stmooda, Joahua, 6}^ 62, 2| 
Smith, Capt. Aaroo. 134 
Lieut. CoL Frandt, A A A ili 
A 7^ 7i-76. 92i ids; 

wounded, 106. 109, 114. lis. 
117. 121. 113. nil 118. UO, t4§. 
LSS. 160 
laaac, 117 
Capt. Joaeph, 96 
Capt. Robert, 134 
Solomon, 83 

Capt. William, Si, 81; loaea hia 
hone* 231 moater roll of hia ron- 
P*nr. '77 
Someraet mas of war, iBi U 
Sooenrillc. battk io. ifO 
Council of war m, IX£ 
Killed, 1^7 

Pcrcjr't adraoce through. 49 
Percr't retreat through, 150 
Soot of Liberty, 16, zi 



Soatcr. Capua, of tkt Kfaiiaca, iiu 

Soath Bridge, Coooord, JJi^^t^it 
South End Cancoa, 16 
Soatliwkk. Q*ort% Uii 156 
Spring Vallcr. 119. iiQ 
Sp7 Pond. 119, UQ 
Stamp Act.! 

repealed, t 
Stcdman, Captain, u, 24 
Sttckoar, Capt. Joaathan, {6 
Stone, Capt. Motea, g£ 
Stow, men of, 97 

Wounded, tS2 
Sudbury, alarm is, 46 

Killed and wousded, I $7 

Mes of, 96 
SatberUnd, Ueuteaast, of tke jlth 

Regimcat. S4, ^ tjB 
Swwd of tlaki Brttiah o£Bcer fouad, 
lfl6 (note) 

Taaaar't Brook, 99 
Tea, tax on. 1 
Tewkabnry, alarm in, 41 
Tliatchcr, Capt. Samnd, 104, 146 
ThompaoB, Daniel, 100. los. tSZ 
Thorodike, Capt. Larkis, iS4 
Thoroing, William, lof 
Tidd, Benjamin, 38^ 39 
John, 117 

Lieut. WiUUm.6z.6A 
Tolman, too of Dr. Totasa, I44« 

LSI 

Tooke, John Home, 1^ i£a 
Towntesd, Dasid, 14}^ IS7 
T^ty of Ptacs, Feb. 10, t 
Trenchen, destroyed, 9» 
Tnill, Capt. John. 41^ 44 
Tnfta, Dr., 141 

Jobs. 136 

Mr.. 56 

Mra. Rebecca, n6 
Mrt. Tmiothy, si 
Samuel, 50 

Taros, 56^ 1^6; looted and aet oa 

fire. 136 
Timothy, ii^ iso 
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Uwkrirood, Cape Tuaothj» 97 

Vanran, General, 41, 44 
Vii«T«Tini.7Stlo6 

Wallcer, dpt. Joobua, 97 
W«Uac«» Dtimhmi. I44f IS6 
WalMa,Cbpt.|bl^9S 
Ward, Artenui, tx 

W«ma, Dr. JoMph. 18. si. sj. 118, 
tA m* ajC 

WMhnctoo, George, | 
Watcn. Cokmel. 18 
wMirtMMit UBd( 'ST 

Men of, 134 
Wataoa* Abnihaa, ss 

Webb, Jodtam, 143, 156 
WdGagtaa, Bcqiaiaiii, fint araed 
Antricaa ttha priwir, Jf 

Welth, t, 71 
Mr., 7S 

Dr.'Aoaaa, ti8 

Wettfordf men ct, 97 

Wctberby'* Tavern, ia Mcstotoaqr 

(ArUnftMa Urn BlMk^ Bom 

Ttveni). 19, $» 
Wheel cr, Tirooihy, 78 
Wbhcom. Capt. WiUUm. 9f 
Whhc, Capt. Benjamia* S« 
CkpL Tbooua, t3S 



WUtiat, Capt. Moaca. 45. tS4 
WUnaflfb SuMiL C8> I4S* tSMm 

144, 147. IS« 
Mr*. Samnci, 141, 14s 
WBiMb M Mow of iMte. 4 

Waiard, Thomat R., 7| 

WiUiaCreek,48,49 

WBaaa. Ckpl. J own fa^ i t9^ii. MO^ 

105. ij6 

Muster roU of hia oompanx, 176 
Wioaliip, JaMi, t4»444» ifS 

Soo of Jaioo, 144 

Simon, 58 

Thomaa, 7h tS7 
WkwtO. Capt JcrcmUh. tft 
Wobora, alarm ia, 33 

KMcd and auaaJail. 157 

Men of, 97 
Wood, AjDoa. 78, 91 

Srlvanut, 34. 6s« 78 
Woodbiur. Sanad, I44t >f( 

9* 

Worttatcr, alarm in, 46 
Worceater County Cboventioa, If 
Wri^t Tavcni, la CoMord, 16, 99 
1Vymaa.ABoa,St 

JAm, Ma* I4S* 147. i|6 

NathnU* MOk les* IS7 

*'TMlMllaadk''l<S 
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